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CHAPTER IX.
Mandi State?

Mandi State at the present time is bounded on the north
by Kulu and Kangra, on the east by Kulu, on the south by
Suket, and on the west by Kangra. Like most of the other
Hill States it takes its name from its capital. Mand: is a
Hindi word, meaning *‘ market,” and it may possibly be
connected with the Sanskrit word mandapika, meaning ‘‘ an
open hall or shed,” and may be derived from the Sanskrit
root mand, meaning ‘ to adorn or distribute.” If a con-
jecture as to the origin of the name may be offered, it pro-
bably took its rise from the fact that in ancient times, a3 at
the present day, the place was a centre of trade on the main
route from Yarkand and Liadakh to Hoshiarpur and the plains.
The ecarliest mention of the town ig in the inscription at the

Addenda.

For the headlines ¢ Lahul State " (pages 474 to

483) and « Spiti State (pages 484 to 488), read
“ Lahul”’ and “ Spit1 ” respectively.

For the word ‘‘ payment ” in fifth line of page 722
read ‘ paramount.”

B R



CHAPTER IX.
Mand: State!

Mandi State at the present time is bounded on the north
by Kulu and Kangra, on the east by Kulu, on the south by
Suket, and on the west by Kangra. Like most of the other
Hill States it takes its name from its capital. Mandi 18 a
Hindi word, meaning * market,” and it may possibly be
connected with the Sanskrit word mandapika, meaning “‘ an
open hall or shed,” and may be derived from the Sanskrit
root mand, meaning ‘ to adorn or distribute.” If a con-
jecture as to the origin of the name may be offered, it pro-
bably took its rise from the fact that in ancient times, a3 at
the present day, the place was a centre of trade on the main
route from Yarkand and Ladakh to Hoshiarpur and the plains.
The earliest mention of the town ig in the inacription at tne
Triloknath temple in Old Mandi, which is dated in the year

2264 of the Kalivuga era, and the Saka year 1442, correspond-
ing to A.p. 1520.

Among the Tibetans, Mandi is known by the name of
Zahor, and it has an interesting association witi: the creat
Buddhist teacher and missionary, Padma Sambhava (c. A.p.
750-800). for it was from Zahor or Mandi that he went at the
request of the Tibetan King, Srong Ide btzan, to preach the
doctrines of Buddhism In Tibet. Dr. Hirananda Sastr,
to whom we are indebted for this information, states that
in his lamaist representations Padma Sambhava appears in
the ancient Mandi garb, and the special head-dress worn by
him is siill called Zahorma. Many Tibetans are said to
come on pilgrimage from Tibet every year in winter to the
holy lake of Rawalsar in Mandi, which they call Padmagan,
and the spirit of the saint is believed to reside on the floating
islands in the lake and is worshipped by them. They approach
the lake from some distance on hands and knees. The
Hindus look upon Rawalsar as the abode of Lomasa Rishi,
whom they probably identify with Padma Sambhava. We
are also told that many religious books were taken into Tibet
in early times from Zahor ; and during the reign of Langdarma
(c. A.p. 900),2 the Tibetan King who persecuted the Bud-
dhists, many books are said to have been brought to Zahor
for safety, and are believed by the Tibetans to be still lying

1 We were indebted to Lala Sri Gopal, Vakil of Mandi State, for much help in
preparing this history.

2 Vide Western T'ibet by Franoke, page 69.

378



874 HISTORY OF THE PANJAB HILL STATES.

hidden soniewhere in Mandi.! These facts and traditions all
go to prove the identity of Zahor with Mandi, or at any rate
with the tract around Rawalsar.

As in the case of many of the other Hill States, Sir
Alexander Cunningham was the first to institute inquiries
into the history of the Mandi royal family, and the results of
his researches are to be found i the Reports of the Archeo-
logical Survey.? Unfortunately very little material of a
historical character, in addition to the Vansavali, or genea-
logical roll of the Rajas, is available, and indeed one may
say that no reliable history of Mandi, in the modern sense
of the term, exists anterior to the period of Sikh rule. For
this, blame may justly be laid at the door of the ancient
Mandi rulers, in that they left no reliable historical records
behind them ; but in this respect they were in no way more
blameworthy than most of the other rulers of the Hill States.
Under such adverse circumstances the only sources of in-
formation to draw upon, in addition to the Vansavali, consist
of monuments, coins, inseriptions and such other scattered
materials as are available. A history of Mandi, compiled
chiefly from these sources, and referring to the period from
A.p. 1200 to 1870, is to be found in Sir Lepel Griffin’s ‘‘ The
Rajas of the Punjab,” and an abridged history finds a place
in Col. Massy’s * Chiefs and Families of Note in the Punjab.”
These have been utilized in preparing the history. A ver-
nacular history in Tankari also exists, dealing with the period
from the reign of Raja Ajbar-Sen (a.p. 1500) to the pre-
sont time, which contains much information of an interesting
character. It was compiled in a.p. 1888 by Bikram Kayath
from materials in the possession of an old Mandi family named
Bisht. An Urdu work, the Majma-i-Tawartkh Biyasat-hat
Kohistan-i-Panjab, by Sardar Hardayal Singh, also contains
@ history of Mandi.

The early history ol Mandi is similar to that of most of
the other Panjab Hill States. In practically all of them we
find traditions of a more or less authentic character, pointing
to the rulc in ancient times of petty Chiefs called Ranas and
Thakurs ; the Ranas being Kshatriyas or Rajputs and the
Thakurs of some iower caste.

! A similar tradition exists at Manali in Kuolu.

* Cf. Archoological Survey Reports, Volume X1V, page 123.



MANDI STATE. 876

These ancient rulers were numerous and powerful in
Mandi, Suket and Kulu, and seem to have retained their
independence to a much later period than in many other
ﬁa_.rts of the hills. Their subjection by the rulers of the

il States involved almost continuous warfare for many
centuries, and, even after yielding a nominal submission,
they were ever on the alert for any opportunity that afforded
8 hope of regaining independence. The history of Mandi
State affords abundant evidence of the truth of this state-
ment.

Mandi State 1s situated in the Middle Bias Valley to the
north of Suket: and that niver flows through the territory
dividing it into two unequal parts. Practically the whole
area drains into the Bius. Three main ranges run through
the State from north to south parallel to one another, with
fertile valleys between thom. They are named the Nargu,
Goghar and Sikandar Dhars.! The last-named 1s to the west,
and is said to have received 1ts name from a traditional
association with an invasion of the hills by Sikandar Lodi of
Delhi (a.p. 1489—1517).

The capital, also called Mandi, stands on the left bank
of the Bias near its junclion with the Suketi Nala, and the
original capital, called Old Mandi, is on the right bank. The
total area of the State is 1,200 square miles, with a popula-
tion of 207,465 at the census of 1931.

As already related, the Chiefs of Suket and Mandi are
descended from a common ancestor, and the early history of
the ruling family has already been told in the history of
Suket. We have now to relate the circumstances which
resulted in the partial break up of that State and the
founding of an independent principality in Mandi. In the
reign of Sahu-Sen, his younger brother, Bahu-Sen,® quar-
relled with the Raja and left the State to reside at Manglaor,
within the territory of Kulu. This event Cunningham fixes
at or about a.p. 1000. Balu-Sen is said to have acquired
territory around Manglaor and was recognized as a Rana or
local Chief. He was followed by a line of Chiefs whose names
only have been preserved. They are as follows :—Numaia-
Sena ; Naravahana-Sena ; Kanavahana-Sens ;  Suvalhana-
Sena ; Vira-Sena; Samudra-Sena ; Kenshana-Sena ; Man-
gala-Sena ; Jaya-Sena ; Karenchana-Sena.

1 A oryptic saying aesociated with the Sikandar Rapge runs :—
Sikandar ka Dhar na wdr na pdr.
(The Sikundar Range is neither on this -ide nor that).

8 drehaological Survcy Beports, Volume XIV, page 123.
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The copper-plate inscription of the great temple of Nir-
mand in Kulu contains, among others, the name of a Raja
Samudra-Sena, who was the founder, and whom Sir A. Cun-
ningham identified with Samudra-Sena of the Mandi Van-
savals.

He says:! * The copper-plate inseription of the great
temple at Nirmand gives the genealogy of four Rajas, all of
whom take the title of Sena, which was peculiar to the families
of Suket and Mandi. The names in the plate also agree very
closely with some of the consecutive names in the genealogical
list of the Mandi Rajas. 1 now place the two series side
by side for comparison s —

Nairmand Plate. Vansavuls.
1. Varuna-Sena. 1. Naravahana-Sena.
Kanavahana-Sena.
2. Sanjaya-Sena. 2. Suvahana-Sena.
8. Ravi-Sena. 8. Vira-Sena.
4. Samudra-Sena. 4. Samudra-Sena.

“ As Naravahana is a title of the god Varuna, these twc
names may be accepted as intended for the same person. In
the second name there is a difference, but the third name of
the Vansavali, viz., Vira-Sena, T take to be the same as Ravi,
by the mere transposition of the syllables. The fourth name
is the same in both...... The date (of the inscription) may
be S. 1227 = a.p. 1170, which would agree very well with
the date derivable from the genealogical roll. From
Samudra’s accession to the death of Balbir-Sen in 1851
there are 28 names, which if taken as generations at 25 years
each, would give a period of 700 years or a.p. 1151 to
1176 for Samudra’s reign.’’?

More recently, however, the inscription has been edited
and discussed by Dr. J. F. Fleet, and he remarks that Cun-
ningham 1s absolutely wrong about the date of the plate. It
18 dated in the year 6, and Dr. Fleet is of opinion that thig
refers to the reign of Samudra-Sena. It is also quite possible
that it refers to the Shastra era. In any case, on paleographi-
cal grounds he arrives at the conclusion that it must belong
to the seventh century of the Christian era. It is evident,
therefore, that the Samudra-Sena of the copper-plate cannot
be identified with the Samudra-Sena of the Vansavali. He
gays : ‘* This identification cannot be accepted for a moment.

1 Cf. Archeological Survey Reports, Volume XIV, page 123.
2 Cf. Corp. Inscrip. Ind., Volume III, pages 286-291.



MANDI STATE. 371

It 18 wholly impossible to accept the names of Vira-Sena,
Suvahana-Sena, Kanavahana-Sena and Naravahana-Sena,
which precede him (Samudra-Sena) in the genealogy, as
being identical with or even intended to represent the Ravi-
Sena, Sanjaya-Sena and Varuna-Sena of the inscription.”
The question of the origin of the Nirmand inscription therefore
remains uncertain, but recent research makes it probable
that Samudra-Sena was a Raja of Spiti.

Karenchan-Sen, c¢. a.p. 1278.—Karenchan-Sen was
tenth in descent from Bahu-Sen, and his rant was a daughter

of the Rana of Seoket on the Bias, about ten miles above
Mandi.

Karenchan-Sen seems to have been seized with the am-
bition to enlarge his borders at the expense of his neighbours,
and invaded and conquered the adjoining tract of Panjain,
and annexed Thujri and Kao kothts. He also subdued the
Ranas of Bans, Neru and Bagi-Thach and forced them to pay
tribute. As these tracts were all within the limits of Kulu
State, the vanquished Ranas appealed to that Chief for help,
and they all flocked to his standard when his army advanced
to their relief. In the struggle which ensued Karenchan-Sen
was slain, the fort of Manglaor burnt down, and his wife was
forced to flee for her life. She was pregnant, and, being alone
in her flight, she lost her way in the dense forest. Night
coming on, she fell down exhausted at the foot of a ban or
oak tree, and there her son was born. In the morning some
followers of the Rana of Seoket found her, and carried her
and the child to her father’s home.

From the circumstances of his birth her son received
the name of Ban or Bano, and afterwards that of Ban-Sen.
The Rana of Seoket had no male heir, and he adopted his
daughter’s son ag his successor, and on his death Ban-Sen
became the Chief of Seoket.

On growing up to manhood Ban-Sen began to enlarge his
heritage, and built for himself a residence at Bhiuli on the
right bank of the Bias, two miles above the present town of
Mandi. He attacked the Ranas of Kelti and Sagur, and built
the temple of Parasar-Deo. Ban-Sen died about a.p. 1300.

Kalian-Sen, A.p. 1800.—Ban-Sen was succeeded by
his son, Kalian-Sen, who acquired a piece of land on the right
bank of the Bias, called Batahuli, across the river from Mandi.
There he built a palace, the ruins of which may still bo seen,
and till the founding of the present capital, Batahuli was the
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capital of the State, and is still called Old Mandi. The acquisi-
tion was probably made from one of the local Ranas who were
subject to the Raja of Suket, and it may have marked the first
encroachment on the territory of that State.

From this beginning the work of territorial extension
rapidly progressed. The Rana of Kelti was subdued, and the
country around Chahti and Sanor was annexed ; the Rana of
Sagur was killed and his territory also seized. Kalian-Sen
died in A.D. 1332 and was succeeded by his son, Hira-Sen.

Hira-Sen, ¢. a.p. 1332.—In Hira-Sen’s reign the
Kanhwal district was added to the State, but the Raja was
killed in the struggle by the Rana of Gandharb, in a.p. 1860,
and was succeeded by his brother, Dharitri-Sen. FHe in his
turn was followed by Narindar-Sen, in ¢. a.D. 1400, by
Harjai-Sen, inc. A.p. 1440, and Dilawar-Sen, in ¢. A.p. 1470,

During these reigns the work of conquest went on and the
diminutive States owned by the Ranas and Thakurs were
successively brought under one head, and became more or
less subject to the central authority at Old Mandi. The work
of congolidation was completed under Ajbar-Sen, a.p. 1500,
an able and wise ruler, who also founded the present town of
Mandi, and made it the capital.

Ajbar-Sen, a.p. 1500.)-—Though many of the petty
Chiefs had heen made tributary, they were difficult to hold
under control, and were constantly giving trouble. The
same state of things existed in Kulu, where the Rajas, Sidh-
Singh and Bahadur-Singh, were engaged about the same time
in bringing the Ranas and Thakurs into submission, by every
means in their power. On the left bank of the Bias, opposite
Batahuli, was Sadhiana, where the town of Mandi now stands,
which was the territory of Rana Gokal. This Rana had
intrigued against the rising power of the Raja, and at the in-
stigation of one Ghanda-Bisht he was killed, and his lands
annexed. For this service a grant of land in muafi or freshold
was conferred on Ghanda. The Ranas of Maratu, Kanhwal
and (andharb had also in a similar manner been unwilling
to submit. They united their forces, of which more than
half were archers, and advanced into the Balh plain to the
gouth of Mandi, where they were defeated by Ajbar-Sen, and,
in the pursuit, the Rana of Gandharb was killed. Chatar-Sen,
the Raja’s eldest son, then marched against the Rana of

1 All the dates down to the reign of Ajbar-Sen are only approximate.
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Maratu, but was defeated, and wounded in the leg, and three
of the principal men of Mandi were slain. These men were
brothers, and members of a Khatri family, and in recogni-
tion of their services the Raja made a grant of land from the
conquered territory to a fourth brother, named Maksudan,
under a title-deed engraved on a copper-plate, dated Vik.
1584=a.p. 1527, which is still in the possession of the family.
The grant was made by Ajbar-Sen, but is signed by his son,
Chatar-Sen. The family still reside in Mandi, though now
of no importance.

In a.p. 1527, Ajbar-Sen, after acquiring the level tract
on the left bank of the Bias, decided on changing the capital,
and the present town of Mandi was founded by him. He also
built the old palace with four towers, called Chauki, and now
almost in ruins. The temple of Bhutnath in the middle of
the town was also erected by him, and that of Triloknath
by his queen, Suratrana or Sultana-Devi. The vernacular
history states that the Ranas of Kamlah and Kalar became
subject, and Chatar-Sen built a fort in the Kalar district
named Lakargarh. Some of the Ranas surrendered their
possessions and others became tributary, paying partly iu
cash and partly in kind. This tribute was called mangne.

Chatar-Sen, ¢. a.D. 1534.—According to one authority
Chatar-Sen died in the lifetime of his father. Cunningham,
on the other hand, records a reign of twenty yvears, during
which nothing special seems to have occurred.

Sahib-Sen, ¢. A. 0. 1554.—Sahib-Sen was a son of the
previous Raja, and was married to Prakash-Dei, a daughter
of the Raja of Kahlur (Bilaspur), who was a wise and pious
lady. It is related of her, that having no issue she made a
vow to Narain-Deva of Hurang, in Chuhar, that she would
make golden images of the god out of her own ornaments if she
were blessed with a son. Her prayers were soon answered
and a sonwas born to her. As an act of merit she had a boat
built for the ferry on the Bias, between Batahuli and Mandi,
and also had many drinking fountains constructed along the
main roads.

Sahib-Sen was much under the influence of his queen,
and at her instigation he attacked the Rana of Drang and

drove him out, thus acquiring the salt mines situated at that
place. A fort at Jajru-Kupru is also associated with his

name,
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Sir Lepel Griffin! states that Sahib-Sen assisted Raja
Jagat-Singh of Kulu in an attack on the Raja of Lag in Kulu,
and at the partition of territory after the victory, Mandi
received what is known as Saraj-Mandi and Kulu took the
portion which now goes by the name of Saraj-Kulu. It is
certain, however, that if this event took place in Sahib-Sen’s
reign, the Kulu Raja cannot have been Jagat-Singh, for he
did not succeed till a much later date (c. A.D. 1637). It
may have been Raja Bahadur-Singh, who we know conquered
part of Saraj, or his son, Raja Partap-Singh. As the result
of a subsequent invasion of Lag, the districts of Sanor and
Badar were also annexed by Mandi; while Kulu obtained
Pirkot, Madanpur, and twelve neighbouring villages.

Sahib-Sen was a contemporary of Akbar the Great, but
there is no reference to the Mughals in the annals of his time.
Probably the territory was too far in the interior of the hills
to be directly influenced by Mughal rule, till a later period.

Narain-Sen, ¢. A.p. 1575.—Narain-Sen was a son of the
previous Raja, andissaid to have been of stunted growth as
well as crippled and deformed. A story is told of his cure
by an ascetic, named Sidh Chuni-Muni, who visited Mandi.
At the request of the ascetic his disciples, who built a temple
to him, receive one patha of grain from each hamlet in the
State. The cess is in force to this day, and is called pirpatha,
a patha being equal to eight kachcha sers, or a little over
three pakka sers.?

Further extensions of territory were made during this
reign ; the Ranas of Ner, Pindoh and Chuhar were subdued,
and seven garhs or tlagas of Chuhar and five garhs of Pindoh
were annexed to the State. He built the fort of Narain-
garh, and annexed a large portion of Suket, fixing the bound-
ary at Balh and Lohara. A large part of the country was
still in the hands of Ranas and Thakurs, the principal of
whom were at Baliana, Bhuhar, Saklana, Thonkan, Daleshari,
Kothwan, Chatha, Khanwar, Karjonun, Rajehri, Ner and
Lakrera. The Raja is said to have died of paralysis.

Kesava or Kesab-Sen, c¢. aA.p. 1595.—There is nothing
special about this Raja on record, but it is probable that in
this or the previous reign Mandi came under Mughal control.3
Early in Akbar’s reign all the Panjab Hill States were made
tributary, but they were left entirely free in the management

1 The Rajas of the Punjab, page 576.

2 In the Urdu History the story is told of Raja Hari-Sen (c. a. p. 1623).
¥ Kangra Settlement Report, page 8,
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of their internal affairs. All that seems to have been required
of them was an acknowledgment of the Emperor’s supremacy
by the annual payment of tribute, and the furnishing of a
contingent for military expeditions when called upon to do so.
On the accession of a Raja a fee of investiture was paid, and
a sanad or patent of installation was then granted. The
actual ceremony of installation was performed by the State
officers in accordance with ancient custom.

Reference must here be made to the Sati monuments
of the Mandi Rajas, of which that of Kesava or Kesab-Sen
is the oldest of the later group. The custom of erecting
stone pillars, like tombstones, as memorials to the dead,
prevailed all over the inner hills, but in Mandi, Suket and
Kulu it was regarded as a royal privilege. In ancient times
it was customary among the Ranas. In most parts of the
hills these pillars are only rough slabs set on end, with very
primitive representations of the deceased cut on them. In
Mandi, however, they are of a more elaborate character, and
adorned with ornamental carvings. Most of them have
an inscription in the Tankari characters, and are dated in
the Lokakala or Era of the Seven Rishis, which from remote
times has been current in the hills.

The Sati pillars of the Mandi Rajas and their families,
locally known as barselas,! stand in a group on a plot of ground
on the left bank of the Suketi Nala, a little way outside Mandi
town, on the road to Suket. Some of them are six and seven
feet high,and all are carved with figures of the Rajas and of
the women who became satt with them. Each Raja is re-
presented as seated above, with a row of ranis or queens,
also seated, immediately below: still lower are standing
figures of khawasis or concubines and rakhalis or slave girls.
The inscription records the name of the Raja and the date of
his death, as also the number of queens, concubines and slave
girls who were burnt with him. The monuments are valuable
for chronological purposes, as fixing with certainty the date of
each Raja’s demise and the accession of his successor, from
Hari Sen, A.p. 1637, down to the present time. Only three
are without an inscription, viz., those of Kesava-Sen, Gur-
Sen and Shiv-Jawala-Sen. Kesava-Sen probably died in
A.D. 1628, and was succeeded by his son, Hari-Sen.

1vide Archaological Survey Reports, Volume XIV, page 123, plates XXIX and XXX
Older barselas are found at the Triloknath Temple in Old Mandi, but they contain

no inscriptions. It is still the custom in Mandi to erect a barsela on the death of a
Raja.
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Hari-Sen, c¢. A.p. 1623.—It must have been during
Hari-Sen’s reign that an incident occurred which brought
Chamba and Mandi into close relations. Raja Jagat-Singh
of Nurpur had acquired a powerful influence at the Mughal
court, and, encouraged by the favour shown him, he seems to
have conceived the design of making hingelf paramount
in the hills. He made encroachments on several of the Hill
States, including Chamba, Basohli and Guler. Chamba was
invaded and conquered in A.p. 1623, and Janardan, the heir-
apparent, then acting as regent of the State, was assassinated.
His son, Prithvi-Singh, then a boy of four years of age, was
smuggled out of the palace by his nurse and conveyed to
Mandi, where he remained for nearly seventeen years. In a.p.
1640 Jagat-Singh and his son Rajrup Singh rebelled against
Shahjahan, and a strong Mughal army was sent against
them, affording an opportunity to Prithvi-Singh to drive
out the Nurpur officials and recover the State. This he did
with the help of Mandi and Kulu.!

Tt is also believed that Jagat-Singh hurboured evil
designs upon Mandi, which seeins to have been more or less
under his control, as the tribute money due by the State is
said to have been sometimes paid through him. This, how-
ever, may have been done while he was Fanjdar of Kangra,
in A.D. 1640-41.

Hari-Sen is said to have been a great hawker. He died
in A.D. 1637, and was succeeded by his son, Surya or Suraj-Sen.

Suraj-Sen, c¢. A.p. 1637.—From Suraj-Sen’s reign on-
wards the events of Mandi history are related in fuller detail
and with greater chronological precision. Suraj-Sen was an
ambitious Chief, but his efforts to extend his territory were
often unfortunate, and only brought disaster on the State.
From the records we learn that in his reign Mughal supremacy
had been fully established, and Mandi, like the other Hill
States, was tributary to the Empire.

A tradition has been handed down of an attempt by Raja
Jagat-Singh of Nurpur to conquer Mandi by treachery, which
is strangely in keeping with attempts of a similar character
on some of the other States. It is said that he arranged a
marriage for his daughter with Suraj-Sen, intending to
agsassinate his son-in-law during the marriage festivities
at Nurpur. Suraj-Sen, however, received a hint from Jagat-
Singh’s rani of what was proposed, and secretly made hig

1 Chamba Gazetteer, pages 88, 89, 90,
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escape to Mandi, Seeing that his design had been discovered,
Jagat-Singh made a show of sending the bride in state to
Mandi in charge of his elder son, Rajrup; and after some
delay the marriage ceremonies were completed.

Soon after coming into power Buraj-Sen sought to en-
large his boundaries towards the north, and made an attack
on the Raja of Bangahal. This, however, brought the Raja
(probably Jagat-Singh)! of Kulu into the field, and Suraj-Sen
was defeated by the combined forces. The forts of Karanpur,
Shahpur and Shamsherpur were captured by the Kulu Raja,
who also took Dewal, Sansal and Ber {fromu Bangahal, as
the price of his assistance. Soon afterwards Suraj-Sen tried
to recover the lost territory by invading Kulu, but was again
defeated and driven back with logs. The salt mines of Guma
and Drang fell into the enemy’s hands, and, as a large part
of the State revenue came from these mines, Suraj-Sen was
compelled to sue for peace, and pay the expenses of the war,
on which the lost territory was restored and the boundary
fixed at Ber and Aiju as before.

Suraj-Sen was also unsuccessful in his struggle with Man-
Singh of Guler, who twice sacked Mandi and held possession
for some time of the district of Kalar, in which was situated
the fortress of Kamlahgarh. This fortress 1s said to have
been founded in A.p. 1625-30, and it was strongly fortified
by Suraj-Sen, and was famous for its strength all over the
hills. It has six distinet forts along the serrated ridge of the
Sikandar ka Dhar, on the border of Mandi and Kangra ; and
is a conspicuous object from a long distance all round. The
cliffs are almost perpendicular on three sides. The following
description of the fortress is from * The Rajas of the Punjab,”
by Sir Lepel Griffin :2  “ The hill upon which the fortress is
situated extends nearly north and south for six or eight miles,
running parallel to, and about ten miles from, the Janetri
Devi in the east and the Bakar Khad on the west. The hill
is formed of conglomerate sandstone, from 150 to 200 feet in
height, while the ridge is narrow and serrated, and in several
places intersected with deep ravines ; the eastern and western
sides presenting an uninterrupted scarp of from 40 to 150 feet
along the whole length of the hill, except at the two approaches
to the positions of Anantpur and Kamlah, which are guarded

! The Rajas of the Punjab, pages 571-72. Cf. Vigne’s T'ravels, Volume I, page 111
et seq. ; also Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, pages 66-7.

8 Griffin has Man-Singk, but this is probably incorrect as he was a contem.
porary of Sidh-Sen of Mandi.
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by forts difficult of access. The ground for several miles round
the hillside is intersected with tremendous ravines, which
carry off the water either into the Sona or Bakar Khad, thus
forming a most difficult country for the transport of artillery,
and a most favourable one for defence by a determined body of

1

men.

““ The position of Anantpur contains five distinct forts,
built in the irregular style usual in these hills, to suit the ground
intended to be occupied and protected; wtz., Anantpur,
Samirpur, Bakhtpur, Partabpur and Nayagila,—-the last built
by the Sikhs, though never completed ; besides many smaller
outworks. Within this position there is abundance of good
water in two or three different springs, besides grass and
wood. Although on two sides entirely impregnable and on the
third extremely strong, Anantpur is commanded by a hill
about 800 yards distant, and could certainly be scaled with
ease under cover of guns trom the neighbouring hills.”

“ Kamlah contains six distinct forts, viz., Kamlah, Chauki,
Chabara, Padampur, Shamsherpur and Narsinghpur. Al-
though, like Anantpur, impregnable on two sides and nearly
80 on the third, where the gateway is reached by a ladder of
about forty steps, yet the eastern side might be easily occu-
pied by an enemy, if once in possession of Padampur. There
18 no spring of water in Kamlah itself, the spring for the supply
of the place being some distance below, but like all hill forts
it contains excellent tanks in which sufficient water for the
supply of a small garrison for several months might easily
be stored.”

Mandi is said to have contained 860 forts in ancient times,
but of these only ten are now in any state of preservation ;
while very few of them are garrisoned. Kamlahgarh was the
repository for all the wealth of Mandi State, from the reign of
Suraj-Sen to that of Ishwari-Sen, and the independence of the
State has often depended on its chief fortress which is still
held by a small garrison.

We have now to narrate the story of the later years of
Suraj-Sen’s reign. In A.p. 1653 he took the districts of Patri
and Sulani from Suket, and in his conflicts with the Ranas,
who still continued to maintain their power in some parts
of the State, he was more successful than in his early wars.
They seem to have been resident chiefly in the hilly and more
difficult parts of the country around Kamlahgarh, at
Sandhol and Chantha, and they were subdued and their



MANDI STATE. 885

possessions annexed. Kanhwal was acquired from Kangra
as dowry with the Raja’s daughter on her marriage to
Suraj-Sen.

Only one Rana now remained—that of Anantpur—who
resided at Anantpur Fort, which was strongly situated and
difficult of capture. At that time Sura)-Sen had as his Wazir
one Jalpu, who devised a plan for the reduction of the fort by
treachery. It was arranged that the Raja should feign
anger with Jalpu and dismisg him in disgrace. On this being
done, Jalpu retired to Anantpur and entered the service of the
Rana, and in course of time so gained his confidence that he
was made dharm-bhar to the rami. Having succeeded so far
in his designs, Jalpu then asked permission to bring the ladies
of his family, with other female relations, on a visit for puja,
to the shrine of the Devi which was within the fort. This re-
quest being granted, Jalpu sent secretly to Suraj-Sen to pro-
vide eighteen palkis, with ten sets of armourineach, and ten
bearers to each palki, who were soldiers in disguise. On reach-
ing the fort of Anantpur the procession was admitted, and the
bearers then seized their arms and made an assault on the de-
fenders. The Rana was killed and thefort captured.! The rani
then became satt, but before going to the pyre she pronounced
a curse on Jalpu and his descendants, which 1s said to have
been fulfilled ; all his family being lame, deaf, deformed or
imbecile. Suraj-Sen built the palace in Mandi, called Dam-
dama. He is also said to have introduced a fixed revenue
assessment of grain and cash, but no details are known.

Suraj-Sen had eighteen sons, all of whom died in his own
lifetime, and despairing of an heir he caused a silver image
to be made, which he named Madho-Rai, and to which he
assigned the kingdom. It bears an 1nscr1pt10n in Sanskrit
of which the translation is as follows : * Surya-Sena, lord
of the earth and destroyer of his rivals, had this blameless
image of the blessed Discus-bearer, and Master (guru) of
all the gods, the illustrious Madho-Rai, made by Bhima the
goldsmith, in the year Vik. 1705, on Thursday, the 15th
Phagan.” This date corresponds to March, a.p. 1648.2

At the Sivratri, Madho-Rai, the god, leads the procession,
being followed by the Raja. The gods of the +lagas do
homage to Madho-Rai first and then to the Raja.

1 A similar story is told in the history of Kangra.

3 The Rajas of the Punjab, page 578. The above is the correct translation.
About the same time Raja Jagat-Singh of Kulu made over his kingdom to Raghunathji
in o similar manner.
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Suraj-Sen’s daughter was niarried to Hari-Deo of Jammu.
He was succeeded by his younger brother, Shyam-Sen, who
had been absent from Mandi during the later years of his
brother’s reign, on pilgrimage to Benares and Jagannath.
On his return he resided chiefly in Chamba. Probably he
and Prithvi-Singh of Chamba had become intimately ac-
quainted, when the latter was living in Mandi. )

Shyam-Sen, c. A.p. 1664.—IFceling that his end was neur,
Suraj-Sen sent a message recalling his brother to Mandi, but
it is uncertain if Shyam-Sen arrived in time. A pathetic
story is told of the funeral, when Suraj-Sen’s rants became
sati. They sent to the treasury for money to give away in
charity, but found all under lock and key. In their vexation
and disappointment they threw down a dagger on the wall of
Damdaimna palace, and the impress left is there to this day.?

Shyam-Sen must have been in middle life at the time of
his accession, and his reign was not a long one. He re-
tained the old officials in office and carried on the adminis-
tration through them. Shortly afterwards a Mughal army
invaded Kahlur (Bilaspur) and the Raja appealed to Shyam-
Sen for help, which was at once given. There was some con-
siderable loss, and, on the termination of the war, Shyam-
Sen granted land in freehold, still called * barto,” to the families
of all who had fallen in the campaign. With the reign of
Shyam-Sen a new era in the history of Mandi is reached.
We no longer hear of conflicts with Ranas and Thakurs,
all or almost all of whom had now been reduced to complete
submission, or expelled from their lands. In their place,
however, other opponents came to the front, who demanded
strenuous exertions on the part of the Mandi Rajas to over-
come them. Chief among these were the Rajas of Suket, who
were jealous of the rapid rise of the new principality, largely
at the expense of their own. As Sir Lepel Griffin remarks :2
« Mandi and Suket have always been rivals and generally
enemies, but for several generations there was little to show on
either side as the result of their warfare. When a powerful
Raja ruled at Suket he won back all the territory which his

redecessors had lost, and at one time the Suket possessions
oxtended to the very walls of Mandi. In the same manner
when a powerful Chief ruled in Mandi the borders of Suket
were much reduced, and its outlying forts and districts fell
into the hands of its rival. The plain of Balh, lying between

1 The following curse is said to have Leon uttered at the time — Mandi namal-
haramon ki parol ; meaning, that faithless servants will always prosper in Mandi.

3 The Rajas of the Punjab, page 579.
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the two capitals, was common ground of desire und dispute.”
"This plain, ten miles long by {wo broad, wus the scene of many
a conflict, and the story of one, which sounds like a repetition
of Chevy Chase, is still sung in Mandi ballads. Jit-Sen was
then ruler of Suket and he cherished a strong feeling of malice
against Shyam-Sen of Mandi, to whow, on account of his
dark colour (hence the name Shyamn), he gave the nickname
of Tikkarnath, meaning ** o dark coloured pan.” The agent
of Mandi, who had gone with a letter to Suket, was one day
asked mockingly what Tikkarnath was doing. To this he
gave the Suket Raja the ready answer, that Tikkarnath was
red hot and ready for parching grain. On hearing of this
insult, Shyam-Sen’s anger was aroused and he determined ou
an invasion of Suket. Accompanied by lis heir-apparent,
Gaur-Sen, he advanced with a large army into the Balh plain,
and in the battle of Lohara he completely routed the Suket
Chief. Jit-Sen fled towards his capital, but was pursued by a
Katoch, or Kangra man, in the service of Mandi; who was
about to kill him, when he begged for his life, as being a royal
prince. His life was spared, but the Katoch snatched the
insignia of royalty from his head-dress, which he carried back
to his master, who assigned him and his descendants in per-
petuity a quantity of salt from the Drang mine, which is still
duly paid. The Lohara ilaga was then annexed to Mandi.
Gaur-Sen was wounded in the battle but recovered. A very
large kettledrum known by the name of Nagara Khandi Rao
and a Jalchar (copper Dbasin to heat water for bathing pur-
poses) were plundered, and these are still preserved with pride
a8 booty of the battle of Lohara.

From this time onward, Mandi gradually got the upper
hand, and gained possession of much of the territory, which
had till then been in the hands of the parent State.

_ Shyam-Sen built the famous temple of Shyam-Kali
on the hill adjoining Mandi town, at an altitude of 3,000 feet
above sea level. There a fair is held for nine days annually
in the month of Asuj, and all the children of the royal family
are taken there, for the ceremonies which are performed eight
days after birth. Shyam-Sen died in A.p. 1679 and was suc-
ceeded by his son, Gaur-Sen.

Gaur-Sen, a.p. 1679.—Gaur Sen continued the work of
conquest begun by his father, and with the assistance of Bilas-
pur he conquered and annexed the garhs or districts of Dhan-
yara, Bera and Patri from Suket. He too like his father was
an ardent pilgrim and vigited the holy places, including Jagan-
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nath, whence he brought an image and set it up in a shrine
outside Mandi Town. He reigned only five years and died
In A.D. 1684. It is said that in his reign or that of Sidh-Sen,
Raja Man Singh of Kulu retook some forts in Chuhar, but his
army was routed and he was compelled to sue for peace.
A dagger was presented by him to Gaur-Sen which is still
preserved in the armoury of the State Treasury. A Mughal
army under Jafir Beg also invaded Mandi in this reign, but,
on hearing of the death of the Nawab of Sirhind, they retired
in disorder.

Sidh-Sen, A.p. 1684.—Sidh-Sen, who now came to the
throne, was a great warrior, and added large territories to the
State at the expense of Bangahal, Suket and Kulu. The
Wazir of the State during the early part of this reign was
Mian Jippu, an illegitimate brother of Gaur-Sen, and a man of
great ability, The administration was entirely in his hands,
and he inaugurated the revenue system which remained in
force till the Regular Settlement in 1917. He framed rules
restricting expenditure on betrothals and weddings. He
also introduced a system of State loans, whereby a man could
borrow grain from the State stores, the loans being repaid
at the next harvest, plus sawai, 1.e., 13 of the amount
borrowed. Failing repayment a fresh bond was written every
four years, in which the principal was doubled. One paisa
per rupee per mensem, nearly 25 per cent. per annum, was
charged as interest on cash loans.

During this period the land-revenue was paid chiefly in
kind. If the fixed cash revenue demand could not be paid in
silver, the current copper coins were received with the addition
of three takkas, 1.e., one anna and a half per rupee.

Among the acquisitions of territory from Suket made by
Sidh-Sen were the districts of Nachan, Hatli and Lad, in
A.p. 1688. He also stormed the forts of Mastgarh, Maidan-
garh, Dhangiara and Anandgarh. In A.p. 1690, he captured
the forts of Dhanesargarh and Sarakpur, and recovered Siva-
pur. He also built the fort of Sidhkot. In A.p. 1698 Raipur
was taken from Suket and Madhopur in the following year,
and in A.p. 1706 he recaptured Hatli and ravaged the Ladh
district belonging to Hamir Chand, Katoch.

A portion of Bangahal was also added to Mandi during
this reign. Bangahal had long been a distinct principality
under its own Raja, with the capital at Bir-Bangahal. It
included most of the country along the outskirts of the
Dhaula-Dhar between Kangra and Kulu,—now called Chhota-
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Bangahal,—and a large portion of territory north of the Bias,
now in Mandji, as also Bara-Bangahal at the head of the Rawvi
Valley, and Paprola and Lanod, now in Kangra. Prithi-Pal,
Raja of Bangahal, had married a daughter of the Mandi
Chief, while his own sister was the wife of Raja Man-Singh
of Kulu. Sidh-Sen sought to annex the territory to his do-
minions by treachery, and Prithi-Pal was invited to Mandi on
the pretext of seeking his assistance against Suket. He was
received with all honour, but within a month he was inveigled
into the Damdama Palace and murdered.! His body was
burnt, but his head was buried in front of the palace, on the
spot now marked by a pillar in the middle of a tank, on which
a light is kept burning every night. The tank was made by
Sidh-Sen, probably some time after the burial. On the mur-
der becoming known, Raja Man-Singh of Kulu put forward a
claim and annexed Bara-Bangahaul and Chhota-Bangahal
except a part of Bir-Bangahal, while a similar claim was made
by Kangra. Intheend Mandi profited little by the treacherous
deed.

The Kulu annals state that at a later period the Mandi
Raja, probably Sidh-Sen, invaded Kulu, but was compelled
to retreat ; and Man-Singh of Kulu then overran the northern
portion of Mandi, as far as the salt mines of Guma and Drang.
He was, however, prevailed upon to retire on the payment of
a large sum of money, probably in name of nazarana or tri-
bute.

Guru Gobind-Singh is said to have visited Mandi in the
reign of Sidh-Sen, towards the end of the seventeenth century.
He was on his way back from Kulu, where he had gone to ask
help against the Muhammadans, and was badly treated and
imprisoned in a cage. The Mandi Raja gave him an honour-
able reception and entertained him hospitably. On his
departure the Raja was told to ask anything he wished, and
he requested an assurance that his capital would never be
occupied by an enemy. Thereupon the Guru gave utterance
to the following cryptic couplet :-—

Mandi ko jab lutenge, Asmany gole chutenge.
(When Mandi is plundered, heavenly balls will be fired.)

1 Prithi-Pal, while in Mandi, is said to have intrigued with the Raja of Suket,
who sent 200 men to help him. On this becoming known, Prithi-Pal, fearing the
oconsequences, tried to escape but was pursued and captured at Bagwain. He waa
then confined in the Damdama Palace, and soon afterwards murdered. The story
of Sidh-Sen's treachery is the subject of a popular ballad.

3 The Rajas of the Punjab, pages 580-1.
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Mr. Vigne,! the traveller, who visited Mandi soon after the
accession of Raja Balbir-Sen in 1839, states that, for some
superstitious notion, connected with the saying of the Guru,
no servant of Ranjit-Singh had ever been sent to Mandi.
The receiver of the revenue was quartered outside the town,
and the Maharaja’s officer in attendance did not enter it
while Mr. Vigne remained there.

Tradition agserts that Sidh-Sen himself possessed
miraculous powers, and he is credited with having had a little
book of charms and spells, by means of which he exercised a
supernatural influence on the demons and compelled them to
obey him. When dying he threw the book into the Bias.
On this Sir Lepel Griffin remarks :—* The truth seems to
be that Sidh-Sen was more intelligent than his people, and
his uniform success was attributed to supernatural agency.”

Sidh-Sen 1s believed to have been of enormous stature,
and some clothes, said to have been his, are still preserved in
Mandi Palace, which could only have been worn by a giant.

He built the temple of Sidh-Ganesh, two miles from Mandi,
and that of Sidhbhadra near the river.  His reign lasted for
forty-one years, and he is said to have been a hundred years
old at the time of his death. His son, Shiv-Jawala-Sen, is said
to have died in a.p. 1722, that is, tive years before his father,
but there is some uncertainty regarding this event. The
Mandi Chronicles state that he reigned three years, but this
may only mean that he acted as co-ruler of the State with his
father for three years before his death, as indeed he is said to
have done. Cunningham is evidently wrong in assigning his
reign to the period from a.p. 1727 to 1750.

Shamsher-Sen, a.p. 1727-81.—Shamsher-Sen was the son of
Shiv-Jawala-Sen? and succeeded to the gadds at the age of five,
his reign was thus a very long one. During his minority the
administration was carried on by Mian Juppu, an illegitimate
brother of Sidh-Sen, and to him was entrusted the tutelage of
the young Chief. Soon after his accession a matrimonial
alllance was arranged between Shamsher-Sen and a daughter
of Raja Ugar Singh of Chamba (a.». 1720-35). This event
lends corroboration to the conclusion that Shamsher-Sen
directly followed Sidh-Sen in the succession.

1 Vide Vigne’s 1'ravels, Volume 1, pages 99-100.
21t is said that Shiv-Jawala-Singh lelt two sons, inlants, by separate runis, and
born at the same time, To decide which should uuccc:d Sidh-Sen placed a sword
and a pile of dust bejorc them. Oune touched the sword and the other the dust, hence

the names. Shamsher, ¢ sword *; Dhirchatia, ¢ dust-eater ’; from dhir-dust end chatna-
tu taste.
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Soon afterwards an outbreak took place in Kulu which
resulted in the addition of a district to Mandi. Raja Jai-
Bingh (a.D. 1781-42) was driven out of his territory and took
refuge in Lahore, and during the confusion Mandi was able to
seize the Chuhar ilaga, which with only one short interval has
remained State territory ever since. The forts of Amargarh,
Deogarh, Mastpur and Sari were also captured.

Shamsher-Sen seems to have been of weak intellect, and
a8 he grew up to manhood he fell under the evil influence of
people of low social status, who used their power to their own
advantage and the injury of the State.

By this time Mian Juppu, the able and faithful Minister,
had been removed by death. While he lived he and the
queen-mother, a daughter of the Rana of Hatli, managed the
State affairs with great discretion. After the rant’s death,
the Raja became addicted to low company, and a feeling of
distrust and alienation arose between him and Juppu. Ene-
mies of the Minister probably did their utmost to foment
this feeling. It is indeed said that the rant and Juppu did
not agree, and that she was hostile to him, but there is no
documentary evidence of importance to support this. How-
ever the case may be, so much is certain, that Juppu had
aroused the enmity of two powerful men, named Har-Das and
Dharmnath, and at their instigation he was murdered. The
Raja was soincensed at the crime that he ordered the muraer-

ers to be executed.

The tragic end of Mian Juppu left a gap in the adminis-
tration which was partially filled by Dhurchatia, younger
brother of the Raja, who now came into the arena of public

affairs.

Till o.p. 1752 the Hill States had been under the rule of
the Mughal Empire, but in that year Mughal supremacy came
to an end with the cession of the Panjab to Ahmad Shah
Durani. The Afghans, however, were never able to exercise
more than a nominal control over the eastern Hill States, all
of which regained their independence. Nawab Adina Beg
Khan was then Suba or Governor of Jalandhar and used to
make incursions into the hills. In 1745-46 he advanced with
an army to Guler and then to Bangahal, intending to invade
Mandi, but soon retired on finding that Kamlahgarh was too

strong to be stormed.
B2
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The name of Adina Beg Khan? is often referred to in the
vernacular history of the State, and it seems probable that
Mandi was more or less under his control. This remarkable
man had risen from a humble position, and by his ability had
attracted the notice of Zakariya Khan, Viceroy of Lahore,
by whom he was made Kardar of Sultanpur and then of Bah-
rampur in Gurdaspur.? About A.p. 1743-44 he was advanced
to the position of Governor of Jalandhar,—an office which
he held till 1756, when he became Viceroy of the Panjab.
On the Maratha conquest of the province in 1758 he
was appointed their Viceroy, but died in the same year.
For a time in 1758 he held sway over the whole of the Kangra
hills, and all the Hill States and even the Mughal Governor of
Kangra, were compelled to submit to him.® On his denuse
Mandi must have come soon afterwards under the influence
of the Sikhs, though no mention of them occurs in the history
till after 1781—in the reign of Surma-Sen.

The later years of Shamsher-Sen’s reign were embittered
by dissensions at home. Dhurchatia, his younger brother
and minister, had gradually acquired so much power that
even the Raja was afraid of him. All the Mians or royal
kinsmen were entirely at his bidding, and it is even said that
he proposed to set aside the heir-apparent—Surma-Sen—
or put him out of the way, so as to open the way to the gaddi
for himself.

Surma-Sen had, as his companion and tutor, a young
Brahman named Bairagi Ram, and when it became evident
that the young prince’s life was in danger, the two in company
fled to Suket and Bilaspur, and then to Nadaun, where an
asylum was found at the Katoch Court with Raja Sansar-
Chand. After some time they returned with a force and
expelled the Mians, Dhurchatia taking refuge in Suket
Shamsher-Sen died in 4.p. 1781, having reigned for 54 years.

Surma-Sen, A.p. 1781.—S8ir Lepel Griffin makes no men-
tion of this Raja, though he is well spoken of in the records.
His early training had been in the school of adversity, and out
of those trying vicissitudes of life he came with a firm resolve

. 1 He founded the town of Dinanagar, near Gurdaspur, which he named after

himself, and often resided there, originelly Adioanagar.

2 Vide Latif, History of the Pungjab, page 232.

? Adina Beg seems to have been practically independent from 1752 till his
death in 1758.

) ¢ A document in the Chamba Archives states that Shamsher-Sen, Surma-Sen,
his son, Sansar-Chand of Kangra, and Raj-Singh of Chamba, in 1778, entered into
an agreement to invade Makarsa (Kulu) and seize Bangahal. Cf. Chambe Museum
Calalogue, page 69 c. 18.
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not to let the Mians, his kinsmen, have the upper hand. The
result was that they and the officials had a wholesome fear of
him, and, as the Chronicle naively remarks, ** in his reign all
Mians were powerless and the State prospered.”” Had these
pregnant words been laid o heart, the State would have been
saved much trouble. Bairagi Ram, his Brahman tutor, be-
came his Wazir, and ruled the State wisely.

Meanwhile events of great importance to Mandi were
ripening in Kangra.! On the decline of the Mugha! power and
cession of the Panjab to Ahmad Shah in 1752, the Raja of
Kangra assumed independence and recovered all the terntory
of which his ancestors had been deprived. Kangra Fort, the
ancient capital of the kingdom, alone held out, under the
command of the last of the Mughal Governors of the Kangra
hills, named Saif Ali Khan, who continued to maintain his
position against all assailants for more than forty years. In
1775, Sansar-Chand succeeded to the throne of Kangra, and
goon afterwards, in conjunction with Jai Singh Kanheya, he
made strong efforts to capture the fort, but without success.
In 1788, however, it fell by etratagem into the hands of Jai-
Singh, and Sansar-Chand had to wait till 1786, when the Sikh
Chieftain, having been defeated on the plains, was compelled
to retire from the hills, and he surrendered the fort into
Sansar-Chand’s hands. With the prestige which the posses-
sion of the fort conferred., Sansar-Chand c¢laimed paramount
authority over all the other States and compelled them to
pay tribute and supply contingents for his military expeditions.
Mandi had to acknowledge his supremacy and supply a con-
tingent for the invasion of Kulu.2

Surma-Sen died in 1788, and was succeeded by his son
Ishwari-Sen, a boy only four years old.

Ishwari-Sen, a.p. 1788.—The Raja being a minor, the
administration remained in the hands of Bairagi Ram, who
had been Wazir all through the previous reign; and during
the long minority the fortunes of the State were reduced to
their lowest ebb. When Surma-Sen’s strong hand was with-
drawn, the Mians again began to give trouble, with the
object of turning the Wazir out of office. Seeing their in-
tention he applied for help to Raja Sansar-Chand, of Kangra,

¥ Kangra Setilement Report, pages 9-10.

2 A document exists in Chamba containing an agreement between Chamba,
Kah!ur and Mendi to conquer Makarsa (Kulu) and divide it equally among them. It is
dated in 17868. Cf. Chgmba Museum Calalogue, page 71, ¢c. 38.
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who was only too ready to avail himself of the opportunity
to interfere in the affairs of the State. About 1792 he invaded
Mandi and plundered the capital. The Raja of Suket ten-
dered his allegiance and was rewarded with the rich district
of Hatli; that of Chuhar was given to Kulu, and Anantpur
Sansar-Chand retained in his own hands. The Raja, Ishwari
Sen, was conveyed to Tira-Sujanpur and detained a prisoner
at Sansar-Chand’s court for twelve years. Meanwhile the
State was left in the hands of its ministers, and ordered to
pay a tribute of one lakh of rupees. Deprived of the presence
of their ruler and robbed of some of the richest provinces,
Mandi continued to struggle on against its hard lot, but to
little purpose. Kamlahgarh alone was saved from falling
into Sansar-Chand’s hands, though he made various efforts to
obtain possession of it.

By the end of the eighteenth century Sansar-Chand had
completely established his powerin the hills and won for him-
self a renown such as had never been approached by any of his
ancestors.!  The rulers of all the other Hill States stood in awe
of him, and he carried matters with such a high-hand that none
dared to resist his will. But his boundless ambition was in
the end the cause of his own ruin, as well as of most of the
other States. In 1803-04 he twice invaded the plains in the
neighbourhood of Hoshiarpur, but was defeated and driven
back into the hills by Ranjit Singh, who was then rising into
power. Disappointed in his designs on the plains, he in 1805
turned his arms against Kahlur (Bilaspur), and annexed a
portion of the territory on the right bank of the Satluj.
The Kahlur Chief was unable to oppose him, but determined
on retaliation, and he appealed to the Gurkhas for help.

In order to make the course of events clear to the reader,
it is necessary to explain that before 1803 the Gurkhas of
Nepal had entered on a career of conquest, and subdued the
entire hill country between the Gogra and Satluj. It is
said that they were ambitious of conquering the hill tracts as
far west as Kashmir, and even of establishing their power in
the Panjab plains. The invitation of the Bilaspur Raja was
thus in keeping with their ulterior designs, and it was support-
ed by the rulers of all the States to the west of the Satluj
as far as the Ravi. These all formed a confederation against
Sansar-Chand, and took an oath of fidelity to Amar-Singh
Thapa, the Commander of the Gurkha forces, and sent their

V Vide Kan rra Seilement Feyort, pages 10-11,
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contingents, to the number of 10,000 men, to help in the war.!
Sansar-Chand was defeated at Mahal Mori, and had to retreat
to Kangra, pursued by the Gurkhas. On their advance,
Ishwari-Sen of Mandi was liberated from his confinement and
gave in his submission to the Gurkhas, on condition of being
left in unmolested possession of his territory ; and promising,
on his part, to make no opposition to the occupation of Kangra.
The siege of Kangra Fort lasted for four years, but the Gurkhas
were unable to capture it. They laid waste the country and
reduced Sansar-Chand to such extremities that he was con-
strained to ask help from Ranjit Singh. This was agreed to
on condition that Kangra Fort and the district of Bandhota
should be ceded. Ranjit Singh, in May 1809, advanced into
the hills with a large army and a treaty having been conclud-
ed at Jwalamukhi, he compelled the Gurkhas to retire across
the Satlu).2

In being freed from the Gurkhas, however, Sansar-Chand
only came within the grasp of a more dangerous and rapacious
foe, and from that time Kangra and all the other States became
tributary to Ranjit-Singh. Mandi was made to pay an annual
tribute of Rs. 30,000. Sardar Desa-Singh Majithia was the
first Sikh Nazim or Governor of the Kangra hillg, and in 1815
he raised the nazarana to one lakh, but in 1816 or 1817 it was
again reduced by judicious bribery to Rs. 50,000. As some
small compensation, the districts alienated by Sansar-Chand
were restored to the State. Jemadar IChushal-Singh seems to
have been generally the officer appointed to collect the tribute.

Raja Ishwari-Sen had a younger brother, named Zalm-
Singh, who was constantly engaged in intrigues against him,
causing much injury and loss to the State. The increase in
the tribute money was chiefly the outcome of these intrigues,
which reached a climax when Zalim-Singh betook himself to
the Sikh court at Lahore. There he offered to pay a large
tribute if made Raja in place of his brother. Ranjit-Singh
had a strong antipathy to the Rajput Chiefs of the hills, as
representing the ancient aristocracy of the country, who re-
garded him with disdain as of inferior birth and rank to them-
selves. He was therefore all the readier to take advantage of
their own internal dissensions to inflict injury upon them.
On the occasion referred to, however, a reconciliation was

1 Basohli, Mankot, Jasrota and Jammu also joined the oconfederation against
Sansar-Chand.

Kangra Settlement Report, pages 1011,



396 HISTORY OF THE PANJAB HILL STATES.

effected between the two brothers and the crisis passed. The
remainder of Ishwari-Sen’s reign was uneventful.

During the latter part of this reign Mandi offered an
asylum to two ex-Rajas, and made liberal provision for them.
One of these was the ex-Raja of Bashahr who lived there for a
considerable time. The other was the exz-Raja of Nagpur,
who resided in Mandi for four years, after having been driven
out of his territory. He was busy all the time intriguing with
Lahore in the hope of being allowed to raise troops. On the
death of Ishwari-Sen he sought an asylum elsewhere.!

William Moorcroft, the traveller, was the first European
to visit Mandi, in March 1820. He came by way of Bilaspur
and Suket. Leaving his camp at Mandi in charge of Mr.
Trebeck he went to Lahore to obtain the permission of Ranjit-
Singh for his journey northwards, and returned viv Nadaun,
Tira-Sujanpur, Baijnath and Guma, and thence over the
Dulchi Pass into Kulu.2

His narrative is interesting, and we give it in full:
‘“ Having resumed our route (from Suket) and entered the
Mandi territory we were met by a body of men armed with
matchlocks, bows and arrows, and swords, headed by the
commandant of the fort of Ner, on the left of our path, who
prohibited our further progress, without positive orders from
the Raja to sanction our proceeding. A letter was therefore
despatched, requesting the Raja’s permission to traverse his
district, and sent off by one of my people who was acquainted
with the country.”

‘“ In the evening the messenger returned with information
that some Sikhs, who were at Mandi, for the purpose of re-
ceiving tribute, had threatened the Raja with the displeasure
of Ranjit-Singh, if he suffered us to pass through his country,
and shortly afterwards came a letter from the Sikh Sardars,
desiring us to remain where we were until an angwer from
their master, to whom information of our coming had been
communicated, could be received. To this I replied, that I
was simply a merchant travelling to Lé with goods for sale,
on which I wag willing to pay all customary duties; I knew
of no reagon they could have for detaining me, and that, if they
persisted in their purpose, I would have recourse to their Chief
and repair myself to Lahore. After some discussion they

1 The Rajas of the Punjab, page 583 ;  Prinsep’s History of the Punjab, Volume
II, pages 55-6 ; Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, pages 109-110.

8 Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, pages 45-8-7.
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were obliged to consent to this arrangement, and accordingly,
taking a few of my people with me, I left the rest and all the
merchandise under charge of my young friend and companion,
Mr. Trebeck, at Dhansi, the place at which we were encamped.
The Raja of Mandi promised to watch over its security, and
furnish every facility that might be desired for its conveyance
and disposal, as well as provide supplies for the people. He
repeatedly assured me of his regret at opposing an impediment
in my way, and of his being compolled so to act against
his wishes by fear of the Sikhs ; he even offered to allow us to
proceed, if I would take all the responsibility upon myself,
and assure him of the countenance of my government. As,
however, 1 was travelling in a mercantile character alone,
without pretending to any political authority, I declined
making him this assurance and, thanking him for his civility
and friendly intention, persevered i my determination to
appeal in person to Ranjit-Singh.”

Mr. Moorcroft then proceeded to Lahore, returning by
Nadaun, Tira-Sujanpur and Baijnath, while Mr. Trebeck,
his companion, remained at Mandi, and afterwards rejoined
Mr. Moorcroft in Kulu. He says:! * After a detention of
gome weeks we quitted Mandi on the 11th of July. The town
presents little worthy of notice, although it is of some extent,
being fully thrice as large as Kulu. It is situated in the angle
between the Byas and Sukheti rivers. The most conspicuous
object i3 the palace of the Raja, which stands in the gouthern
part of the town, and presents a number of tall white buildings,
with roofs of blue slate, concave like those of Chinese pagodas.
The general appearance of the houses resembles that of the
buildings at Almora. Close to the entrance of the town are
geveral pilasters and smaller blocks of stone, bearing repre-
sentations in relief of the Rajas of Mandi. One of these is set
up on the death of each Raja, and sometimes on the demise
of his relations. KEach is sculptured also with the figures of
Lis wives who have been burnt with him, a practice carried
here to a frighthful extent. On several occasions, I am told,
the number of these victims of superstition has exceeded
thirty. A very good ghat cut in the rock leads to the river,
which is crossed by a crazy ferry-boat. Most of our baggage
was carried across on skins. The breadth of the river varies,
as the high rocky banks recede. In one place it was two hun-
dred yards across, and opposite to where we encamped it was
above one hundred and fifty yards. In some places where the

! Moororoft, T'ravels, Volume I, pages 172-3-4.,
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bank is shelving, the river beats up it with a considerable
surf. The depth varies : 1t was two fathoms where we brought
to, but in some parts along the bank it was much more shallow.
It undergoes, however, a periodical rise and fall every day
owing to the melting of the snow on the mountains, where it
rises ag the heat of the sun increases. The effect of this
is felt at Mandiin the evening. The river then begins to swell
and continues rising through the night. In the morning it
declines, and through the day loses considerably, perhayps
one-third of its body of water.”

‘““ Near Mandi, on the opposite side of the Sukheti river,
is a large temple, dedicated to an image which, five genera-
tions, or above two centuries ago, was purchased by an ances-
tor of the Raja at Jagannath for seven hundred rupees, and
was brought here at great expense.”

‘*“ The Raja of Mandi, Ishwari-Sen, is a short stout man,
about thirty-five, of limited understanding and extreme timi-
dity. The latter he inherits from his father, of whom it is
asserted that he passed an order that no gun should be fired
off in his country. In his infancy he was either a ward or a
prisoner to Sansar-Chand, and he was indebted to the Gurkhas
for restoration to his Raj. He assisted them in their invasion
of Kangra and also aided Ranjit-Singh in his operations
against Kangra and Kulu. This has not preserved him from
the fate of the other Hill Rajas. He is tributary to the Sikh,
and treated by him with contumely and oppression.”

Zalim-Sen, a.p. 1826.—On the death of Ishwari-Sen
without legitimate male heirs, his brother, Zalim-Sen, suc-
ceeded to the gaddi. He had, however, to pay a lakh of
rupees as succession duty to Lahore, and the tribute was fixed

at Rs. 75,000.

Zalim-Sen was cruel and capricious, and his oppressive
methods in extorting money from his people have become
proverbial.

It is said that when the succession duty came to be paid,
the treasury was unequal to the burden, and it was made
up by exactions from bankers and traders, and the wealthy
families were almost ruined by these exactions. A
tax on the collections of revenue, called Balich, taken fron,
village and local officials, was also an exaction which caused
much discontent,
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Zalim-Sen, alienated from himself the loyalty of all
classes of his people, by his instigation of the murder of Dhari,
the Wazir of the State, whose interest with Ranjit-Singh had
saved the country from annexation.

Some years before his death, Zalim-Sen made over the
administration to his nephew, Balbir-Sen, one of the younger
gons of Ishwari-Sen by a concubine, to the exclusion of his
uncle. This act is all the more remarkable that it deprived
Zalim-Sen’s own illegitimate son of the right of succession.
But the formal declaration of Zalim-Sen in his own lifetime
settled the matter against all opposition, and the Lahore
Court was easily prevailed upon to acknowledge the succes-
sion, by the payment of a large sum, in name of succession
duty. Zalim-Sen died in 1839.

Balbir-Sen, a.p. 1839.—The succession of Balbir-Sen was
keenly resented by the Mians, and more especially by the
descendants of Dhurchatia, the younger brother of Shamsher-
Sen, who were in the legitimate line of descent. The Raja was
twenty-two years of age at the time of his accession ; and two
months afterwards Mandi was visited by Mr. Vigne in the
course of hig journey through the hills. He speaks of Balbir-
Sen in the following terms: ‘ The young Raja limself is
short and stout in person, with a jovial, good-natured and
remarkably European-like countenance. He was uncommon-
ly civil and prodigal of his expressions of regard and friendship
for the English, and, unlike many other Rajas, he allowed me
to depart when I wished, without pressing me to stay a
day longer than suited my convenience.” !

‘““ The palace at Mandi is a long barrack-like, but not
unpicturesque, building, with whitened walls, gable ends
and slated roofs. Before it is a large oak, and on the west of
it is a garden in which the Raja had pitched a tent for me.
The walks, as is the case generally in the east, were straight,
and raised above the surface of the borders so that they could
not be injured by the system of irrigation which is universally
practised. The borders themselves were covered with but
one mass of orange, shaddock, and citron trees which were
loaded with a protfusion of fruit. The bazar is large and well
stocked for so insignificant a place. A large proportion of the
town is on the opposite side of the Beyas, and accessible by

-

1 Vigne, T'ravels, Volume I, pages 77-80-1.2-3,
* {bid, pages 79 to 84,
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a large ferry-boat. The river passes the town from east to
west and immediately turns due north, and continues in the
game direction for about four miles, which is singular, con-
sidering how near it is to its debouchure on the plamns. It is
very deep at Mandi, and tiights of steps, or ghats, Hindu iinages
and a large figure of the monkey god, Huniman, have been
sculptured on the rock by the river-side, and Thakurdevaras
or Hindu temples, are conspicuous in different places of the
town.”

‘T partook of the Rajah’s hospitality in a part of the
palace which had lately been fitted up and painted in the
Indian fashion, in fresco, on a snow-white wall. The dinner
he gave me consisted of the usual eastern delicacies : rice,
curries, sweet-meats and sherbets ; and I afterwards received
the customary khullat or dress of honour, which said khillat
i3 generally made up of a Kashmir shawl or two, of little
value, pieces of the kimkab, or broacade of Benares, and several
pieces of different stuffs, usually the produce of Kashmur
or peculiar to the country of the donor.” While in Mandi
Mr. Vigne witnessed the rite of satt which he fully describes :
““ One morning my munshi came to me, and told me that a
saty (Suttee), or widow who was going to burn herself on the
funeral pile of her husband, was about to pass by the garden
gate. I hastened to obtain a sight of her. She was dressed
m her gayest attire; a large crowd of persons followed her,
as she walked forward with a hurried and faltering step,
like that of a person about to faint. A Brahman supported
her on either side, and these as well as many around were
calling loudly and almost fiercely upon the different Hindu
deities, and the name which was most repeatedly and most
earnestly called upon was that of Jaggannath, but I do not
know whether they alluded to the great idol of Bengal, or to
some local divinity................ Her countenance had
assumed a sickly and ghastly appearance, which was partly
owing to internal agitation, and partly, so I was informed, to
the effects of opium and bang and other narcotics, with which
she had been previously drugged in order to render her less
awake to the misery of her situation. She was not, however,
o insensible to what was passing as to be inattentive to two
persons in particular, amongst several others, who were stoop-
ing before her, and were evidently imploring her blessing,—
they were probably near relations. She was presented at
intervals with a plate of moist red colour, in which saffron
was no doubt an ingredient, and into this she dipped the ends
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of her fingers, and then impressed them on the shoulders of
the persons who stooped before her in order to be thus
marked.”

* In about half-an-hour the preparations were completed.
She was regularly thatched in, upon the top of the pile, whilst
her husbhand’s body yet lay outside. It was finally lifted up
to her ; the head, as usual, and which is the most interesting
part of the cereiniony, was received upon her lap ; the fire was
applied in different parts, and all was so quickly enveloped
in a shroud of mingled flame and smoke, that I believe her
sufferings to have been of very short duration, as she must
almost immediately have been suffocated.”

Ranjit-Singh died in 1839, and the affairs of the Sikh
kingdom soon began to fall into disorder. Maharaja Kharak
Singh was weak and incapable, and all power came into the
hands of his son, Nau-Nihal-Singh. The Sikh army, which
had long been difficult to control, became dangerous to the
State when not actively employed, and among other ways of
diverting its attention the conquest of Mandi and Kulu was
determined on, though these States had given no cause for
offence. At that time the conquest of Ladakh and Tibet
was much talked of at Lahore, and before an expedition was
despatched it was thought necessary to reduce Mandi com-
pletely, and especially not to leave in the rear the strong
fortress of Kamlahgarh.

Accordingly in June 1840 a strong force under General
Ventura was sent to Mandi, and advanced to within seven
miles of the capital. From there General Ventura sent to
demand immediate payment of certain arrears of tribute.
which formed the ostensible excuse for the expedition. This
demand was at once complied with.

Balbir-Sen, frightened at the forces sent against hims,
wrote to Col. Tapp, Political Agent, at Sabathu, begging for
an asylum for himself and his family in British Terntory.
He saw clearly that the extinction of the State had been re-
golved upon. The Government offered an asylum, but did
not think it advisable to receive the Raja’'s family as political
refugees, or to promise any help against the invaders.

‘Having paid the tribute, Balbir-Sen was ordered to
wait on the Sikh general in his camp, on the pretence of re-
ceiving a khillat or dress of honour. On his arrival he was
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made prisoner and required to surrender all the forts in Mandji,
The Raja of Suket gave in his allegiance, and played into the
hands of the Sikhs against Mandi,—an act which tended to
increase the feeling of hostility between the two States.
Mandi town was occupied, and Balbir-Sen, being helpless,
agreed to every demand, and the forts were surrendered after
a feeble resistance. KEven Kamlahgarh was captured in
November of the same year, after a three months’ siege.
The Raja was sent as a prisoner to Awnritsar and confined in
the fort of Govindgarh. General Ventura then subdued the
country and advanced into Kulu, after which he returned to
Lahore in December bearing the trophies of 200 hill forts.

On General Ventura’s withdrawal a small Sikh force
was left at Mandi under Colonel Foulkes, a young English
adventurer in the service of the Sikhs, who had distinguished
himself during the siege of Kamlahgarh. The force mutinied,
and he was advised to depart at once, but refused to do so.
In the night he was awakened, and before he could escape
he was cut down, a funeral pyre was prepared and he was
thrown upon it while still alive.!

In January 1841 Sher-Singh became Maharaja of Lahore.
He was kindly disposed towards the hill Chiefs, and in the
following May Balbir-Sen was set at liberty and permitted
to return to Mandi, taking with him the image of the goddess
Devi, which had been carried away by the Sikhs from the
fortress of Kamlahgarh.

During Balbir-Sen’s imprisonment Shaikh Ghulam
Muhai-ud-din, the most grasping of all the Sikh revenue
officers, had been in charge of the State,and had been direct-
ed to make a settlement of the territory for Rs. 2,35,000. On
his return the Raja was ordered to increase the revenue to
four lakhs, of which one lakh was to be retained for his own
use and the greater part of the balance, in one way or another,
was to be paid over to the Sikhs, whose tyranny soon became
intolerable. The Raja never succeeded in raising four lakhs
of revenue, but, with the connivance of the Majithia Sardars,
Lehna-Singh and Ranjodh-Singh, who were the Sikh Nazims
of the hills, he succeeded in retaining considerably more than
the one lakh assigned him.

Previous to the first Sikh War, Balbir-Sen had been in
secret communication with Mr. Erskine, Superintendent of
Hill States, with a view to securing British protection ; and,

! Vigne, Travels, Volume I, pages 130-3J .
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though compelled to send a contingent of 300 men to the
Sikh army for the campaign on the Satluj, yet his sympa-
thies were with the British. Immediately after the battle
of Sobraon he and the Raja of Suket sent a confidential agent,
named Sibu Pandit, to Mr. Erskine, tendering their allegi-
ance to the British Government, and requesting an interview.
This was readily granted, and on 21st February, 1846, the
two Chiefs visited Mr. Erskine at Bilaspur and gave in their
allegiance in person. But the Raja did not wait for the con-
clusion of the war before attempting to free his country.
He boldly attacked the Sikh garrisons i the State and cap-
tured all the forts except Kamlahgarh, which did not sur-
render till the war was over. On 9th March, 1846, a treaty
was concluded between the British Government and the
Sikh Darbar whereby, among other provisions, the whole
of the Doab, hetween the Satluy and Bias, was ceded in per-
petuity to Government. Mandi and Suket being within
the ceded terntory came directly under Briiish control, and
were placed in charge of the Commissioner of Jalandhar.
Thereupon a claim to the gaddi was advanced by Mian Bhup-
Singh, the descendant of Dhurchatia, younger brother of
Shamshier-Sen, and the head of the legitimate branch of the
Mandi family. The Supreme Govermment, however, dis-
allowed the claim, on the ground that [ur four generatious
that branch of the family had been excluded, and that it was
inadvisable to revive obsolete claims. The Raja was,
therefore, confirmed in his possessions, and, on 24th October
1846, a sanad was granted him defiming his rights and obli-
gations. By virtue of this sanad the suzerainty of Mandi
State was finally transferred from the Sikh to the British
Government.

- On the refusal of the Government (o entertain his claim
to the Raj, the advisers of Mian Bhup-Singh, then a minor
ol ten years, raised 3,000 men fron Kangra and Kahlur, and
made an attack on Mandi by night, destroying much property.
They also plundered the salt mines at Gpma,. A small force
was sent against them, and they were eas@y dispersed. Bhup-
Singh with his brothers was captured and imprisoned in Simla,
but soon released on promise of good conduct, though he
refused to relinquish his claim to the throne.

Mr. John Lawrence, afterwards Lord Lawrence, wus
then the Commissioner of Jalandhar and Political Agent of
the Hill States. In the autunin of 1846, he visited Mandi
on his way to Kulu and advised the Raja to make roads in
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the State. Mr. Barnes, the first Devuty Comnussioner of
Kangra, also settled the boundaries between Mandi, Suket

and Kangra.

The authority of Balbir-Sen was now firmly established,
under the sanction of the British Government, and he was
supported in the administration by a man who is said to have
been even more powerful than himself. This was his famous
minister, Wazir Gosaon, whose name 18 still remembered in
the State. It was chiefly through his agency that the Raja
had obtained the gaddi from the Sikhs, and by his ability
alone was its possession maintained. For this reason he
had become an object of jealousy to the Raja and of envy
to a party in the State, who hoped to benefit by his fall.
Wazir Gosaon, however, had the support of the Government,
and the Raja was wise enough to realize that without hig
minister’s help his position and even his life would have been
in danger.

Raja Balbir-Sen died on 26th January 1851, leaving
three sons, Bajai-Sen, Pradhan-Singh and Man-Singh, of
whom the eldest, and heir-apparent, was only four years old.
The State was then again confronted with a long minority
which had so often been a fruitful cause of trouble.

Bajai-Sen, a.p. 1851.—0On the demise of the late Raja
his mother, an intriguing woman, tried to get the administra-
tion into her own hands, but she was promptly set aside.
Wazir Gosaon was still in office, and though he had many
enemies he was the ablest and most capable man in the State.
He was a man of great financial ability and experience, and
had an intimate knowledge of the country, and his services
were soon found to be indispensable even by his enenies ;
when, therefore, the question of a Council of Regency came
up for decision, his name was submitted as president and
approved by the Board of Administration. The other
members were Mian Bhag-Singh, younger brother of Balbir-
Sen, and Parohit Shib Shankar, the spiritual adviser. In two
years, however, it was found necessary to reorganize the
Council, and almost the entire control of the administration,
judicial and financial, was given to Wazir Gosaon. This ar-
rangement worked well for some years, and greatly to the
benefit of the State.

About this time the case of Mian Bhup-Singh and his
brothers, descendants of Dhuarchatia, came up for settlement,
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and, after some delay, an allowance of Rs. 1,220 a year was

fixed, Bhup-Singh engaging not to enter or disturb the Mandi
State.

In 1859, Raja Bajai-Sen, then a boy of thirteen, was
married to the grand-daughter of the Raja of Datarpur, and
soon afterwards to a niece of the Raja of Guler. The superin-
tendence of his education had been entrusted to parohu Shib
Shankar, and soon afterwards it was found that his training
had been almost entircly neglected. Sir Lepel Griffin says :
‘ Not only was the education of the Raja neglected, but both
the Purohit Shib Shankar and Wazir Gosaon winked at,
even if they did not encourage, excesses which seriously
injured the constitution of the young prince. A change,
therefore, became necessary, and in 1861 this was effected by
the banishment of Purohit Shib Shankar and his son to Kangra,
while the Wazir was fined Rs. 2,000.” After this change
affairs went on more smoothly, and in 1868 Mr. Clark, an
officer of the Kducational Department, was appointed to
superintend the Raja’s education.

In November 1863, Lord Elgin, the first Viceroy of India
under the Crown, made a tour in the hills, and, on his way
from Kulu, he halted at Badhwani, Jhatingri and Drang,
within the Mandi State. The Raja, accompanied by the
queen-mother, went to Drang for an interview. The Viceroy
goon afterwards fell sick of pneumonia and died at Chauntra,
on November 20th, and was buried at Dharmsala.

In 1864, the Government granted the Raja a salute of
11 guns; and on 12th October 1866, having attained his
majority, he was formally invested by Sir Douglas Forsyth
with the powers of a ruling prince. On this occasion he devoted
one lakh of rupees for works of public utility in the State, as
an auspicious commencement of his reign. These included a
school, hospital and post-office in the town of Mandi, a good
mule road from Baijnath to Sultanpur in Kulu, over the Bubu
Pass, and serais and traveller’s bungalows along the line of
road from the Kangra Valley, through Mandi, towards Kulu
and Simla.

The boundary between Mandi and Suket, on the Hatli

side, was also finally settled by the Commissioner of Jalan-
dhar.

Unfortunately, the early promise of the Raja’s reign was
not realized, and the administration soon fell into the greatest
confusion, which was made worse by the fact that Mr. Clark,

C
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who had been appointed Councillor to the Raja, and Waazir
Gosaon, did not work in harmony. Wazir Gosaon died in
February 1870, and, after various efforts to bring about an
improvement without success, Mr. Clark was, in 1870,
transferred from Mandi and Mr. E. Harrison was appointed in
his place, to introduce reforms long promised and long de-
layed. This change was fraught with much advantage to
the State, and the administration continued to progress
smoothly. Mr. Harrison discontinued certain allowances
to State servants, and granted an increase of salary instead.

In October 1871, Lord Mayo, Viceroy of India, paid a
visit to Mandi. His Excellency came via Bilaspur and Suket,
and the Nawa Mahal was prepared for his reception. He
was accompanied by Mr. A. Brandreth, Commissioner of
Jalandhar. A Darbar was held in the Bera at which all the
State officials, jagirdars and principal residents were presen-
ted. The Raja was also present at the Darbar at Palampur,
to which all the hill Chiefs had been invited. In 1872, Mr,
Harrison lett Mandi on his promotion to a higher appoint-
ment, and the administration was entrusted to the State
officials and continued to work well.

In 1874, Sir Henry Davies, Lieutenant-Governor of the
Panjab, paid a visit to Mandi and was pleased with the
arrangements made for his journey.

Meanwhile the Raja had been assisted in the administra-
tion by his brother, Mian Pradhan-Singh, who was very
popular with the people. He, however, died in Bhadon, Vik.
1932=a4.D. 1875, and Mian Uttam-Singh was appointed Wazir
in his place. He found that a large sum had been misap-
propriated from the Treasury, and all the Treasury officials
were compelled to make the loss good.

Raja Bajal-Sen was present at the Proclamation Darbar
at Delhi in January 1877, and, in commemoration of the
auspicious event, he caused to be built the Victoria Sus-
pension Bridge over the Bias at Mandi, at an expense of one
lakh of rupees.

In 1878, Mian Uttain-Singh was removed from office and
Mian Man-Singh, younger brother of the Raja, was appoint-
ed to succeed him. In the following year a State Council
was formed, with the assent of the Raja, by Colonel W. G.
Davies, the Commissioner. The members were Mian Man-
Singh, Padha Jiwa-Nand, and Munshi Ganga-Singh. Soon
afterwards, however, some reforms were carried out by Mian
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Man-Singh which displeased the Raju and gave rise to un-
friendly feeling between them, and the Mian resigned and
left the State for Muttra. Mian Uttam-Singh was then re-
called to office in the end of 1880.

In October 1880, Sir Robert Egerton, Lieutenant-Governor
of the Panjab, passed through Mandi territory on his
way from Kulu to the Kangra Valley, halting at Badhwani,
Jhatingri and Dhelu. The Raja met His Honour at Jha-
tingri.

In 1881, the construction of several new lines of road was
begun by the State, under the supervision of Mr. E. W. Purkis,
Engineer. These were: a new road from Mandi to Kulu by
the Dulchi Pass, 31 miles in length, with a suspension bridge
over the Uhl river, a tributary of the Bias, at a cost of
Rs. 40,000 ; a cart road from Baijnath to Mandi, and a road
from Mandi to Sikandra, 25 miles long.

In 1883, Sir Charles Aitchison visited Mandi. He came
from Simla via Bilaspur and halted at Mandi for three days,
afterwards proceeding to Kulu via the Dulchi Pass. He
was accompanied by Colonel Gordon Young, the Commis-
gioner. On 15th Har, Vik. 1941=A. p. 1884, the two
daughters of Raja Bajai-Sen were married to the heir-ap-
parent of Bashahr, Rs. 2,77,000 being spent on the marriage,
including a present of a lakh of rupees in cash. Of this sum
Rs. 60,000 was realized from the people in marriage presents,
in accordance with ancient custom.

Wazir Uttam-Singh had continued to act as Wazir fron
1880 to October 1888, when he died, and Jawahir-Lal was
appointed to succeed him. This caused discontent in Saraj
and a disturbance broke out. The Raja, therefore, asked for
the assistance of a British officer, and Mr. H. J. Maynard,
I.C.S., was appointed for a year. Sardar Jawala-Singh was at
the same time appointed to the office of Wazir.

Mr. Maynard effected many improvements in the admin-
istration.  He drew out instructions for the guidance of the
courts, the civil and criminal suits were defined and c¢lassi-
fied, rules for the hearing of appeals and revisions were modi-
fied and the period of limitation fixed. He also drew up a
careful note regarding begar or forced labour, and framed rules
regulating and defining the rights of agriculturists in the
torests.

c2
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Mr. Maynard demitted charge at the end of March 1890,
and on his suggestion the Raja engaged Mr. C. E. Fendall as
Superintendent of Works, to help in the forest administra-
tion and to look after the roads, salt mines and begar labour
generally. Appellate judicial work was also entrusted to
him. In 1894, Mandi was visited by Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick,
accompanied by Mr. Smyth, the Commissioner. He came
from Kulu »d the Dulchi Pass, and his camp was pitched on
the Padal plain. The iron suspension bridge over the Suketi
Nala, near Mandi, was opened by him and named * The
Fitzpatrick Suspension Bridge.”

In June 1893, another disturbance arose among the Saraj
people, the pretext being the use of buffalo lymph for vacci-
nation purposes. Jawala-Singh was in consequence re-
moved from the Wazirship and Mian Udham-Singh wag ap-
pointed.

The period from 1894 to 1900 was unfortunate for Mandi.
Two sons were born to the Raja who both died in infancy.
The Raja himself was constantly unwell, and ultimately
developed cataract in both eyes, which entirely incapacitated
him for managing the State, and unfortunately Mian Udham-
Singh and Mr. Fendall did not work harmoniously together.

In September 1899, Mandi was visited by His Excellency
Lord Elgin, who came from Dharmsala, and halted at Dhelu,
Urla, Drang and Kataula, on his way to Kulu. The Raja
met His Excellency at the Katindi Ridge. In 1901, matters
had reached a crisis in the administration, and Mian Udham-
Singh and Mr. Fendall were both removed from office, and
Padha Jiwa-Nand was recalled from Jodhpur State, where he
was a Member of the State Council, and appointed Wazir.

In November 1901, Sir W. Mackworth Young came to
Mandi, accompanied by Mr. A. Anderson, the Commissioner.
His Honour halted at Sakranti, Urla, Drang and Mandji,
whence he travelled down to Dhamla in the Hoshiarpur
Digtrict.

Meanwhile considerable improvement had been effected
in the administration, under Padha Jiwa-Nand, and his ser-
vices were recognized by Government by the bestowal upon
him of the title of Rai Bahadur.

Raja Bajai-Sen died in 1902. He was of an amiable dis-
position and much beloved by his people. In recognition
of his general good government, it had been decided to
invest him at the Delhi Darbar, on the accession of King
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Edward VII, with the title of K.C.S.1., and this was announced
in the Honours Gazette three weeks after his death.

Bajai-Sen left no direct heirs, and in 1897 his illegiti-
mate son, Kunwar Bhawani-Sen, had been recognized as his
successor. It was, however, brought to the notice of Gov-
ernment that the Datarpur rant was enceinte, and the ques-
tion of the succession wasg therefore held in abeyance. The
birth of a daughter, however, settled the matter, and Bhawani-
Sen was formally installed at Mandi in November 1908 by Sir
Charles Rivaz, Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab.

Raja Bhawani-Sen, o.p. 1903.—The Raja being a minor,
Mr. Millar, 1.C.S., was appointed Superintendent of the State,
and took over charge on 30th November 1903. The young
Chief’s education had been carefully attended to by Mr.
Anderson, and he spent five years at the Chiefs’ College in
Lahore, under the care of his tutor, Mr. E. M. Atkinson. On
the completion of his studies he returned to Mandi on 17th
April 1904, after a short tour to Karachi and Bombay. A
sum of Rs. 1,10,000 was paid to Government as nazarana or
guccession duty, in 1904, the balance being remitted later on
in consequence of the losses sustained by the State in the
earthquake of 4th April 1905.

At the time of the earthquake the Raja and Mr. Millar
were in the Dik Bungalow at Palampur, and had a narrow
escape, being buried in the ruins, from which they were ex-
tricated with difficulty. Much damage was done in the State.
From the Baijnath border to Mandi town only the village
of Alju was left standing. Serious damage was also done in
Balh, Saraj, Sanor and Chohar. The total loss of life was
estimated at only 1,500, but the damage to property was
enormous. The town of Mandi was almost ruined. The
galt mine at Guma was rendered unworkable for some time.
Considerable damage was also done to roads and bridges in
the State. The total loss entailed by the earthquake, one
way and another, including damage to property, was ten
lakhs of rupees. On this occasion the State acted with great
liberality, grain loans from the granaries were freely distri-
buted, takawr loans were granted to those who had suffered
loss, and timber to the value of more than one lakh of rupees
was given to the homeless, free of charge.

On October 7th, 1905, the Raja was formally invested
with full administrative powers by Mr. H. A. Anderson,
C.S.1., and Mr. Millar then left the State.
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In November 1905, the Raja visited Lahore, with the
other Panjab Chiefs, to meet the Prince of Wales.

Soon afterwards Lord Kitchener passed through Mandi
territory, on his way from Simla to Kangra, and was highly
pleaged with the arrangements made for him.

In 1906, the Darbar Hall was built at an expense of
Rs. 80,000, and the following year an electric installation
wasg carried out costing Rs. 20,000.

During the next three years the administration continued
to be conducted satisfactorily, under the guidance of Rai
Bahadur Padha Jiwa-Nand, the Wazir. Owing to excessive
rainfall, serious injury was done to the cultivators’ lands and
crops, and prices ruled unusually high.

From 1st March 1907, the reduction of the duty on salt
came into effect, and it has had an appreciable effect in in-
creasing the outturn, to an extent which more than compen-
sates the British Government and the Mandi State financially
for the lower rate imposed.

In 1908, Sir Louis Dane, Lieutenant-Governor, came
from Kulu via the Dulchi Pass ; and halted for a day in the
Residency, on his way toinstal Mian Bhim-Sen as Raja of
Suket. He found the administration in a satisfactory condi-
tion generally, for which credit was due to Padha Jiwa-
Nand, the Wagzir.

The beginning of the year 1909 was marked by an agrarian
digturbance of a somewhat serious character.! A number of
zamindars, alleging oppression at the hands of certain officials,
proceeded to Mandi to lay their grievances before the Raja.
Not content with legitimate agitation, they laid hands on
many of the State officials and thrust them into the prison.
The State forces of a hundred men proving unequal to the task
of suppressing the riot, assistance was asked for from Kangra,
and the Deputy Commissioner, as well as the Assistant Com-
missioner of Kulu, soon arrived on the spot. Colonel H. 8.
Davies, the Commissioner, came later. Two companies of
the 82nd Pioneers were called in, and order was soon restored
by this show of force. Padha Jiwa-Nand was then displaced
by Indar-Singh, son of the late Wazir Uttam-Singh. Sub-
gequently Tikka Rajendra-Pal, K.A.C., was appointed Ad-
viger to the Raja and Munshi Amar-Singh as acting Wazir.
The political situation then improved.

' Such & disturbance is called a dum locally.
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With a view to a more even distribution of the land
revenue, and a satisfactory solution of the question of begar,
an officer of the Indian Civil Service, in the person of Mr. C. C.
Grarbett, was, at the request of the Raja, lent to the Darbar,
as Settlement Officer, and took up his duties in 1911. Mr.
Garbett, was, however, obliged to go on sick leave in the fol-
lowing October, and was relieved by Mr. Gordon Walker.

These changes were followed soon after by the death of
Raja Bbhawani-Sen. He attended the Coronation Darbar
at Delhi in December 1911, and fell ill soon after his retum.
Towards the end of January his condition became worse, and
he died on 9th February, 1912. His untimely death was a
severe loss to the State, all the more as he left no direct heir
to succeed him.

After some delay Mian Jagendra-Singh, the nearest male
relative of the deceased Raja, was selected by Government and
was formally installed as Raja Jagendra-Sen by His Honour
Sir Louis Dane, K.C.S.I., Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab,
on 10th April, 1918. Being a minor of eight years of age, the
Raja was placed under instruction in Queen Mary’s College,
Lahore. Mr. Gordon Walker was appointed Superintendent
of the State, in addition to his duties as Settlement Officer,
with Munshi Amar Singh as his Assistant, and in 1916 he was
relieved by Mr. H. W. Emerson.

In 1916 the Raja was admitted to the Chiefs’ College,
Lahore, where he prosecuted his studies under the care of
his tutor, Mr. T. P. Gillmore, till 1923, when he obtain-
ed his Diploma. He then began his training in judicial,
executive and revenue work in preparation for the high station
he was soon to fill, and in February 1925 he was invested
with full powers as a Ruling Chief by Colonel A. B. Minchin,
Agent to the Governor-General, Panjab States. During
the long minority of twelve years Mandi was under the
management of a succession of British ofticers who did much
to promote the interests of the State. Every department of
the administration was overhauled and reorganized. A
Regular Settlement was carried out. The forests were placed
under efficient control, and many works of general utility
were undertaken and completed. These measures resulted in
a great increase of revenue, from 5 lakhs to 12 lakhs of rupees.

During the Great War Mandi State rendered valuable
agsistance to Government, both materially and financially,
which was acknowledged by a kharitah from the Viceroy.
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From 1st November 1921, the political control of the
State was transferred from the Panjab Government to the
Government of India in the Political Department. In later
years, since His Highness camne into power, the most notable
event has been the inauguration of the Mandi Hydro-Electric
Scheme, which, in addition to being a material and financial
gain to the State, will link the name of Mandi and its present
Chief, In all time coming, with one of the greatest enterprises
that has ever been undertaken, and one of the most valuable
boons that any country can receive.



CHAPTER X.
Kulu State.

In its most prosperous days Kulu included the whole of the
territory now embraced in the Kulu sub-division of Kangra
District, except Spiti. It was bounded on the north by
Ladakh, on the east by Tibet Proper, on the south by the
Satlny and Bashahr, and on the west by Suket, Mandi, Bara-
Bangahal and Chamba. At times it even included a tract
lying to the south of the Satluj. The total area of the prin-
cipality was 6,607 square miles, but this was sometimes in-
creagsed to as much as 10,000 square miles by temporary ac-
quisitions from neighbouring States.

The State included the Upper Bias Valley, from the
Rotang Pass to Bajaura,! with Lahul and a portion of the
Satluj Valley ; and was divided into seven Waziris or pro-
vinces :—

1. Wazut Parol, or Kulu Proper, the main Bias
Valley from the Rotang Pass to the Phojal
Nala ; the Malana Valley, and the right side
of the Parbati Nala from the west of the
Malana Nala to its junction with the Bias.

2. Waziri Rups, the tract between the Parbati and
Sainj Nalas on the left bank of the Bias, in-
cluding the whole of the Upper Parbati Valley
tract, known as Kanawar.

3. Wazirt Saraj, the southern portion of the State,
divided into Outer and Inner Saraj by the
Jalauri Range.

4. Wazirv Lag-Maharaja, the right bank of the
Sarvari Nala to Sultanpur, and of the Bias
from there to Bajaura.

5. Wazirs Lag-Sari, the tract between the Phojal
and Sarvari Nalas on the right bank of the
Bias.

6. Wazirt Bangahal, a portion of Chhota-Bangahal.

7. Wazirt Lahul, the tract now called British Lahul.

The material at our disposal for a history of Kulu is
scanty and unreliable. This we may perhaps ascribe to the

proverbial ignorance of the people ; for Kulu seems never to
have known an age of literary activity.? It is fortunate,

! Tn anoient times the Kulu boundary wuas et Manglor.
1 Of. the popular sayings, Kullu ke Ullu and Gaye Kullu hoe Ulln,
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however, that many historical documents bearing on the
history of the country do exist, and for an interesting account
of them we are indebted to a paper by Dr. Hirananda Sastri,
of the Archeeological Survey of India.?

Chief among these docwments is the Vansavali, or gene-
alogical roll of the Rajas, of which the original is not now
forthcoming. That there were family records seems cerlain,
as Mr. Howell states that they were all destroyed in the reign
of the last ruling Raja, Jit Singh (1816—41). That Raja
had two chamberlains (Kaiths), called Hukmu and Gohru,
of the Bhunhan family, who were kecpers of the State archives.
Being under suspicion for some reason, they were summoned
to appear before the Raja. Before leaving they gave orders
that 1f anything happened to them the State documents were
to be destroyed. The Raja in a fit of anger had them exe-
cuted, and on sending messengers for the papers he found that
it was too late: they had all been burnt. Along with them
were lost the secret formule for extracting silver from ore,
and the Rupi silver mines were in consequence closed down.2

The late Colonel (then Captain) Harcourt was the first
to draw attention to the Vansavalr, in his book, ‘‘ Kooloo,
Lahoul and 8pitr,” published in 1871. Colonel Harcourt
was for three years Assistant Commissioner of Kulu, and thus
possessed special advantages for inquiry and research, of
which he fully availed himself. It was his intention, as he
states, to have written a history of Kulu, for which he had
collected a large amount of material. This, however, he was
unable to do, and some time before his death he placed the
whole of his manuscripts at owr disposal. To Colonel
Harcourt, therefore, we are under very special obligation,
which we desire to acknowledge.

As an historical document the Vansavalt seems to be
open to suspicion, and some have regarded it as wholly un-
reliable previous to the accession of the Singh or Badani
dynasty, about a.p. 1500.3 Sir James Lyall, who was Settle-
ment Officer of Kangra District, including Kulu, in 1868, con-
sidered that the history of the State began with the reign
of Raja Sidh-Singh, the founder of the Badani dynasty.
There is undoubtedly much confusion in the document, which
weakens its reliability, more especially in the older portion

! Annual Report, Archanlogical Survey of India, 1907-08, pages 261 to 278, 7

2J. P.H.S., Volume VI, No. 2, pago 76.
2 Cf. Kangra Seltlement Report, Part 11, page 75,
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dealing with the Pal dynasty, and for which we unfortunately
possess little corroborative evidence of any kind. So far as
the Singh or Badani dynasty is concerned, however, the
Vansavali is corroborated by copper-plate deeds and in-
scriptions, as well as references in the Tibetan records, Mughal
histories, and the Vansavalis of neighbouring Hill States.

We know from historical documents that, next to Kashmir
and Kangra, Kulu was probably the most ancient State in
the Panjab ; and in view of this fact the errors and discre-
pancies of the Vansavali must be lightly dealt with. Such
errors are not peculiar to Kulu, and a careful consideration of
the whole question leads to the conclusion that the document
is evidently based on an authentic Vansavali, and may be
accepted as fairly reliable.

The oldest historical record in the country is the legend
on a coin of a Raja of Kulu, named Virayasa, which reads as
follows : Rajna Kolutasya Virayasasya. ‘‘ (Coin of) Vira-
yasa, king of Kuluta’ or “ of the Kulutas.” The name of
this Raja is not found in the Vansaval, but according to
Professor Rapson this coin can be ascribed, on palsographi-
cal grounds, to the first or second century of the Christian era,
perhaps rather to the second than the first.?

This ancient Kulu coin, which 1s of interest as the earliest
document of Kulu history, was first published by Sir A.
Cunningham (Coins of Ancient India, page 67, plate IV,
No. 14), but the correct reading of the legend was established
by the Swedish scholar, Dr. A. V. Bergny (Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society for 1900, pages 415 sq. and 420). Pro-
fessor Rapson, while admitting the correctness of Dr.
Bergny's reading, says:‘ Thisis a most important correc-
tion, for it adds one more to the list of Indian States of
Ancient India which are known to us from their coinage.”
(Ibidem, page 492 ; cf. also page 537 sq.).

The coin of King Virayasa (or Virayasas) of Kulu bears
the full Sanskrit legend in Brahmi, and one word (rana) in the
Kharoshthi character. Other instances of biliteral coins in
these two scripts are those of the Audumbaras and the Kunin-
das. It is remarkable that the earliest inseriptions found in
the Kangra Valley are two rock inseriptions, each of which
has the legend in Brahmi and in Kharoshthi. One of these,
namely, that at Kanhiyara, near Dharmsala, records the
foundation of a monastery (arama) by an individual of the

1 4rch@ological Survey Report, 1907-08, pago 265,



416 HISTORY OF THE PANJAB HILL BTATES.

name of Krishnayasas. It is curious that in this document,
which must be contemporaneous with the coin of the Kuluta
King, Virayasas, we have a name ending in yasas. This,
however, is in all probability a mere accident, as Krishna-
yasas does not bear any royal title, but is distinguished by
the tribal (?) name Madangi. (Epigraphia Indica, Volume
VII, pages 116 and 99). Similarly, bilingual inscriptions
in Brahmi and Kharoshthi occur at Khalatse in Ladakh
(Francke, Western Ttbet, page 86).

Next in date is the rock inscription at Salanu, which
though now in Mandi, must originally have been within the
limits of Kulu. The characters in which this record is in-
scribed are of the fourth or fifth century A.p.; but unfortu-
nately it is of no historical value as the personages referred
to are unknown to history. It records that one Maharaja
Sri Chandesvara-hastin, son of Maharaja Isvara-hastin, and
belonging to the family of Vaisa, conquered one Rajjila-bala,
in battle, and founded a town named Salipuri, which may
possibly be the village of Salri, near the site of the inserip-
tion.!

The original name of Kulu was Kuluta, as first pointed
out by Sir A. Cunningham. It occurs in Sanskrit literature,
a8 in the Vishnu Purana and Ramayana ; and is also found
on the ancient coin already referred to.2

It is also mentioned in the Mahabharata under that name,
in a list of countries lying to the north of India.? The Mar-
kandeya-purana and the Brihat Samhita also notice it among
the tracts situated in the north-east of India. In the Rajatar-
anginy 1t is referred to only once, as having been a separate
State in the sixth century a.p., when, we are told, Ratisena,
King of the Cholas, sent his daughter, Ranarambha, to the
residence of his friend, the king of Kuluta, and ‘‘ Rana-
ditya (King of Kashmir) went with joy to that not distant
land ”’ to receive her. In Bana’'s Kadambari, of the middle
of the seventh century A.p., we are told that Kuluta was
conquered by Tarapida of Ujjayani, who took captive the

1 Archeological Survey Report, 1902-03, page 14.
2 Ancient Geography of India, page 142.

Note.—All other derivations of the name, such as that {rom Kulantapitha
referred to by Captain Harcourt, as well as those from Kaula, Kol and Koli are purely
fanciful and must be rejected. The name Uluta in the Vishnu Purana is manifestly a
clerical error. Cf. Rapson, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1900, page 531.

3 Cf. Archaological Survey Report, 1907-08, page 261, aund Rajatarangini, I1I,

435-36 ; also Journal of the Royal Asialic Soctety for 1900 ; Notes on Indian Coins and
Seals, and T'he Kulutas, a people of Northern India, by E. J. Rapson.
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princess Patralekha, the daughter of the king of that coun-
try, and that Queen Vilagavati sent her to prince Chand-
rapida, her son, to be his betel-bearer. Tarapida of Ujjayini
i8 unknown to history, but Chandrapida and Tarapida are the
names of the immediate predecessors of Laltaditya-Mukta-
pida of Kashmir. Professor Rapson remarks that probably
no historical importance whatever is to be attached to the
passage from the Kadambari. It is, however, possible that it
contains some reminiscence of a conquest of Kuluta by one
of the kings of the Karkota dynasty in Kushmir, who may
have been contemporaries of the author of the Kadambars.
In any case the reference proves that in the seventh century
Kuluta was recognized as a separate kingdom.

About the same time India was visited by the Chinese
pilgrim Hiuen Tsiang (a.p. 629—645). He describes the
country of K'iu-lu-to as situated at 700 I3, 1.e., 117 miles, to
the north-east of Jalandhara, which exactly corresponds with
the position of Kuluta, with which, as Sir A. Cunningham
says, the Chinese rendering of K'iu-lu-to is identical. The
circuit of the tract, as given by Hiuen Tsiang, is 8,000 Iz or 500
railes, which is much in excess of the present limits of Kulu.
Sir A. Cunningham, however, was inclined to accept the
figures. “‘ As the ancient kingdom,” he remarks, “is said
by the people themselves to have included Mandi and Suket
on the west, and a large tract of territory to the south of the
Satluj, it is probable that the frontier measurements of 500
miles may be very near the truth, if taken in road distances.”
This tradition is current in Suket, Mandi and Bashahr as
well as Kulu.?

Though the limits as defined may have marked the extent
of the ancient kingdom, this does not necessarily mean that
the Rajas ruled directly over this widespread area. It has
to be borne in mind that in ancient times the whole
country was parcelled out among numerous petty Chiefs,
called Ranas and Thakurs, who were the rulers de facto, though
generally owing allegiance to a paramount power. The
traditions relating to these petty rulers are very distinct in the
early history of Kulu as well as in that of Suket, which till
the twelfth century included almost all the territory now in
Mandi. These traditions, along with historical records, prove

1 Ct. Ancient Geography of India, pu%e 142, Five It = one mile. Vide Beal’s
Buddhist Records of the Western World, popular edition, page 176 ; vide Si-yu-ks, Beal's
translation, Volume I, page 177. .
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that down to a late period, the Ranas and Thakurs maintain-
ed their authority, though nominally under the suzerainty
of the larger States. There is, therefore, nothing improbable
in the assumption that, in the seventh century, the petty
Chiefs in the area defined, all owed a nominal allegiance to
Kulu, and were regarded as under the supremacy of that
State. Suket, as we know, was not founded till a later period.

Hiuen Tsiang also makes mention of a stupa, erected by
Asoka in the middle of the valley, to comnnemorate Buddha’s
alleged visit, and he further states that in his time there were
about twenty sangharamas (Buddhist monasteries) and a
thousand priests who mostly followed the Great Vehicle.
There were also fifteen deva temples, used by different sects
without distinction, besides numerous caves hollowed in the
rocks which were the places of abode of Arhats and Rishis.
It would thus appear that Buddhism once flourished in Kulu,
though it has now practically disappeared from the valley,
the only symbol remaining being a stone image of Avalo-
kitesvara, in a temple of Kapila-muni, at Kelat, some miles
north of Sultanpur, which is still worshipped. Hiuen Tsiang
speaks of the people of Kulu as coarse and common in ap-
pearance and of a hard and fierce nature.!

Of the copper-plate title-deeds found in Kulu, the oldest
is that of Nirmand. It, however, was not granted by a Raja
of Kulu, but by one, Raja Samudra-Sena, whose identity
has not yet been fully ascertained. Sir A. Cunningham was
of opinion that the grant was made by Samudra-Sena of
Mandi, ¢. A. p. 1151-76, but more recently the inscription has
been edited and discussed by Dr. Fleet, who holds, on palao-
graphical grounds, that it belongs to the seventh century.
The donor of the grant calls himselt a mahasamanta or feuda-
tory of some paramount power, probably Tibetan, but the
name of the State over which he ruled 1s not stated.2

A pre-Buddhist Hindu dynasty, with the surname of
Sena, is said to have ruled in Spiti in the early centuries of the
Christian era, and Captain Harcourt states that coing with
the Sena suffix on them have been found in the valley. These
statements have not been verified, but if authentic the donor
of the Nirmand plate may have been one of the Spiti Rajas.
This seems probable from more recent research.

1 Cf. drcheological Survey Report, 1907-08, pages 261-62.
2 4. 8. R, Volume XIV, aud Inscrip. Ind.,, Volume III, pages 286—291 ; also
J. P.H. 8., Volume VII, No. 1, pages 5-6.
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Later references to Kulu are found in Chawba copper-
plate title-deeds of the eleventh century, granted in the reigns
of Soma-Varman and Asata-Varinan, and relating to events
which happened in the early part of the tenth century, during
the reign of Sahila-Varman of Chamba. From these docu-
ments it would seem that Chamba then exercised more or less
of a suzerainty over Kulu, for they speak of the Chamba Raja
as having been ‘‘ asked the favour of bestowing royalty in re-
turn for services, by his kinsman, the lord of Kuluta, anxious
to render him homage.” Sahila-Varman was then engaged
in repelling an invasion of his country by a race called “ Kira,”
aided by the lord of Durgara (Jammu) and the Saumatika
(Balor) ; and he had as his allies the Rajas of Trigarta
(Kangra) and Kuluta (Kulu). The fact that the Chiefs of
Chamba and Kulu were kinsmen, most probably by marriage,
proves thal both families were Kshatriyas or Rajputs, for the
Chamba family is of this caste.!

Some doubt has been felt as to the siguification of the word
svakulya, meaning ““ kinsman,” *‘ of one’s own family,” from
the fact that Visakhadatta (c. A.p. 600) mentions Chifravar-
man, the King of Kuluta, in the play called Mudrarakshasa,
among the five leading Mlechchha allies of Rakshasa ; but
neither Chitravarman, nor the other confederate Rajas, appear
to have been historical personages, and the suffix ** Varman ”
was never in use in Kulu. This seems to imply that in Visa-
khadatta’s estimation the people of Kulu were Mlechchhas
or barbarians. Most probably the reference is to the in-
habitants of Kulu and not to the ruling family. There can
be little doubt that the Kanets and other allied tribes, which
form the bulk of the population even at the present time,
are of semi-aboriginal origin, and would therefore be regarded
as Mlechchhas in ancient times. Even now the high caste
community is very small.

According to the traditional folklore of the people, the
Kulu Valley originally bore the name of Kulantapitha, mean-
ing * the end of the habitable world,” as being, in the estima-
tion of the Hindus, the utmost limit of human abode. The
name also occurs in a booklet called Kulantapitha Mahuimya.
Captain Harcourt regarded the name as the original of Kulu,
but the change from one to the other is etymologically
impossible.

1 Chamba Gazelleer, pages 76-77. dntiguitics of Chamba Stale, pages 186—195.
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The Kulantapitha Mahatmya, which deals with the
gacred lore of Kulu, is in the possession of the priests of Mani-
karn in the Parbati Valley, and it claims to be a part of the
Brakmanda-purana. Though unpublished and possessing
little historical interest,it is important ina way for local
topography. Dr. Hirananda Sastri gives the following quo-
tation from it: ‘‘ Kulantapitha lies to the north-east of
Jalandharu and south of Hemakuta mountain. It is 10
yojanas (about 90 miles) in length and 8 (?) yojanas (about
97 miles) in width. The sacred place of Vyasa lies to its
north and the Bandhana mountain to its south. The river
Bias flows to its west and the Pasupati (Siva) lies to the east.
The deity presiding over the valley is Savari. Indrakila
is the principal hill. The samgama or confluence of the Bias
and Parbati rivers is the chief sacred place. It was in this
land that Siva in the guise of a Savara fought with Arjuna.’’?

The area assigned by the Mahatmya to Kulantupitha is
nearly equal to that of Kulu Proper, but it is improbable that
the name over indicated Kulu. The name is still applied to a
tract on the left bank of the Bias, between the source of that
river and its confluence with the Parbati.

The topographical features reterred to in the Muhatmya
are probably the following :—The northern limit (pitha) is
termed Hemakuta, which according to the Puranas is a
Svmaparvata, or boundary mountain. As the Pir-Panjal of
geologists 18 the northern boundary of Kulu, separating it
from Lahul, Hemakuta may refer to that range, or specially
to Snowy Peak M. of the range, in which lies the source of the
Bias, called Bias Kundi, the Vyasatirtha of the Mahatmya.
Indrakila 13 the name of a well-known mountain in the same
range, to the south-east of the Hamta Pass, over 20,000 feet
in height, and resembling a wedge—hence the name, kila
(nail). It 1s said to be well known in Puranic literature.
This mountain is now known in Kulu as Indrasau, and is in-
correctly given as Deotiba on the survey map.

Some references to Kulu are also to be found in the
Tibetan Chronicle of Ladakh, called the rGyal-rabs or *“ Book
of the Kings.”’? There it is stated that a king of Ladakh, named
Lha-Chen-Utpala, who reigned about a.p. 1125-1150, united
the forces of Upper and Lower Ladakh and invaded Nyungti
or Kulu. Tn this invagion he was successful, and the ruler

L Archeological Survey Report, 1907-08, page 264.
3 Of. ¥rancke, Western Tibet, page 65.
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of Kulu bound himself by oath to continue to pay tribute in
dzos! and iron to the king of Ladakh, “ so long as the glaciers
of the Katlasd shall not melt nor Lake Manasarovar dry up.”
This treaty is said to have remained in force till about a.p.
1600, and according to the late Dr. Marx of the Moravian
Mission, Ladakhi tax-collectors visited Lahul till o.p. 1870,
long after these districts had passed under British rule.?
The Reverend A. H. IFrancke, however, thinks that they were
not really tax-collectors, as the trade contract required such
payments. The invasion in question is probably the one
noted in the Chronicle of Kulu, as having taken place in the
reign of Sikandar-Pal, who is said to have appealed to the
Raja of Delhi for help to drive out the invaders, called Chinese.
A second invagion of Kulu by Ladakh took place in the reign
of Tsewang Namgyal L., A.n. 1530 —60, by whom the country
was subdued, and its Chiefs “ were made to feel the weight
of his arm.” This, however, was probably an empty boast,
and there is no mention of it in the Vansavalt. The occur-
rence, if authentic, may have taken place in the time of Sidh-
Singh.

Again in the Kashmir Chronicle of Jonaraja,? it is stated
that Zain-ul-abidin, the king of Kashmir (a.p. 1420—70), in-
vaded Goggadesa, that is, the kingdom of Gugé in Upper
Kanawar, and *‘ robbed by his splendour the glory of the town
of Kuluta.” This must evidently refer to the town of Nagar,
then the capital. Other historical records belong to a later
date, such as the mscription of Udhran-Pal on the Sandhya
Temple at Jagat-sukh, S. 4 =a.p. 1428, and that of Raja
Bahadur Singh in the Dhungri Temple at Manali, S. 29=
A.D. 1553. One of the most important of these records is a
copper-plate grant by Bahadur-Singh, in favour of Ramapati,
the Rajaguru or spiritual preceptor of Raja Ganesh-Varman
of Chamba. It was givenon the occasion of the arriage of
three Kulu princesses to the heir-apparent of the latter
State, and is dated S. 35=a.p. 1559.4

There are also a good many more inscriptions of minor
importance, of the period of the Singh or Badani dynasty
(a.p. 1500—1840). To this period belong the farmans or

1 The dzo is a cross-brecd betwecn the yak and the cow. The dzos were doubt-
Jess sent from Lahul, as there are nonc in Kalu,

2 1n 180 four village: in Lahul paid tribute to Ladakh—vide Moorcroft, Travels,
Volume I, page 198. )

8 Jonaraja, Rajatarangini, verse 1108. .

& Archeological Survey Rejort, 1802-03, pages 265-ff. UdArar is a transposition for
Urdhan, which is the correct name. .
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official letters, thirteen in number, issued from the Mughal
Court, between a.p. 1650 and 1658, to Raja Jagat-Singh.
Of these, four are original senads and nine are copies, the
originals having been lost. Twelve ol them wore issued under
the seal of Dara Shikoh and one by Aurangzeb. Most of these
farmans or letters are of no importance historically, as they
refer only to the tribute in bawks and falcons (baz o jurrah)’
to be forwarded from Kulu to the Imperial court. Complaint
is frequently made that the crystal (balaur) sent was ot inferior
quality and useless. In two letters a reference occurs to
Raja Jog-Chand of Lag, whose State Jagat-Singh had an-
nexed and had imprisoned his grandson. An appeal had been
made to the Emperor, and Jagat-Singh was ordered to release
the captive and restore him to his rights—under pain of
severe punishment. In another letter (from Aurangzeb), Jagat-
Singh 18 enjoined to be on the watch for Sulaiman Shikoh,
who was trying to escape through the hill tracts in order to
rejoin his father, Dara Shikoh, then in the Panjab.

In a.p. 1904-05,2 ten more records on stone were dis-
covered, five of which are dated between a.p. 1673 and 1870,
end are partly illegible. They are all in Tankari letters and
in the local dialect. One of these, on the jambs of the door-
way of the Siva temple at Hat, near Bajaura, is dated in the
Shastra year 49 = A.p. 1673, in the reign of Shyam-Sen
of Mandi, and records a grant of land to the temple. From
this we may conclude that at that time Hat was in Mandi
territory. Anotheris on a slab in the wall of the Murlidhar
temple at Chahni, two miles above Banjar in Inner Saraj,
which was engraved in the reign of Raja Bidhi-Singh, in S.
50=a.p. 1674-75. Four copper-plate inscriptions were also
found, two of them belonging to the reign of Raja Jagat-
Singh, one dated 8. 27=a.p.1651, and the otherin 8. 82=
A.D. 1656. The third was issued in the reign of Raja Raj-
Singh, but is undated, and the fourth is dated S. 56=a.p.
1780, in the reign of Raja Pritam-Singh.

There are also inscriptions of some historical import-
ance on metal masks, called deo, representing Hindu gods and
deified personages.? Of the Pal dynasty only two have been
found which bear inscriptions, one on the mask of Hirma
Devi has 8. 94=a.p. 1418 as the date for Udhran-Pal,
the grandfather, according to the Vansavalr, of Raja Sidh-
Singh ; the other on the eftigy of Vishnu at Sajla in Kothi

} Baz, the female, jurrah, the male bird.
Y Archaological Survey beport, 1907-08, pages 269-70.
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Barsai, gives 8. 76, and Saura year 1422 us the date for
Sidh-Pal. Saura is evidently meant for Saka, and the equi-
valent date of the Christian era is a.p. 1500. As Udhran-
Pal is believed to havebuilt the temple of Sandhya Devi at
Jagat-Sukh, he must have ruled in the early part of the
fifteenth century, and the date for the temple 18 a.pn. 1428.
There are also masks of the Singh dynasty, each with an in-
scription recording the year in which the gift was made, and
also the day of the month. Among other historical docu-
ments must also be mentioned certain letters in the Chamba
archives relating to Kulu, as well as a large number of letters
in Kulu, dated in the reigns of the Badani Rajas.!

Reference may here be made to the Sati monuments of
the Kulu Rajas, which stand just below Nagar castle at
Nagar, the ancient capital.

The Kulu Rajas were in the habit of erecting upright
slabs, like tombstones, as memorials to their dead ancestors—
a custom which prevailed also in Mandi and Suket. In former
times this custom was common in the inner hills, and seems
to have been in use in ancient times among the petty Chiefs
called Ranas and Thakurs. In Kulu, Mandi and Suket it
was a royal privilege. In most parts these memorials are only
rough slabs, with very primitive figures of the deceased cut
upon them. In Mandi they are of an elaborate character and
adorned with carvings. They are locally called barsela,
and usually show a figure of the deceased Raja and of the
women—ramis, concubines and slave girls—who were cremat-
ed with him. In Mandi many of them bear inscriptions
recording the date of death, which are very valuable for
historical purposes.

The Sati monuments of Kulu seem to be of a rough
character, and none of them bear any inscription. Captain
Harcourt thus refers to them :2 *“ At Nuggur there is a curious
collection of what resemble tombstones, that are to be
found just below Nuggur Castle. They are inserted into the
ground in four rows, rising one over the other on the hill-side :
and in all I have counted 141 of these, each ornamented
with rude carvings of Chiefs of Kooloo—their wives and con-
cubines being portrayed either beside them, or in lincs below.
One Rajah is mounted on a horse and holds a sword in his

1Vide J. P. H. 8., Volume VI, No. 2, pages 78-80, and Chamla Muuum-
Catalogue, pages 69-70, ¢ 18, 19, 27, 32, 51

3 Rooloo, Lahkoul and Spiti, pages 357-58.
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hand, the animal he bestrides being covered with housings,
just as might be a Crusader’s charger ; a very similar figure
to this is carved in wood over the porch of the Doongree
temple. The report is that these stones were placed in posi-
tion at the death of every reigning sovereign of Kooloo, the
female figures being the effigies of such wives or mistresses
who may have performed suttee at their lord’s demise. If this
be the true state of the case, then the human sacrifices must
have been very great in some instances, for it is not uncommon
to find forty and fifty female figures crowding the ecrum-
bling and worn surface of the stone.’’?

The chronology of Kulu history, anterior to the acces-
gion of the Badani dynasty in A.p. 1500, is largely a matter of
conjecture. Of one thing we are certain, wviz., that after
Kashmir and Kangra, Kulu was one of the oldest princi-
palities in the Panjab hills. We have already seen that a
coin of one of the early Rajas exists, belonging to the first
or second Christian century, and the State must therefore
have been founded at a still earlier period. An examin-
ation of the Vansavali supports this conclusion. In it are
found 73 names of the Pal line of Rajas and 15 of the later
line, who bore the surname or suffix of Singh, 1.e., 88 names
in all. The latter line began about A.p. 1500, and came to an
end in 1840, with the overthrow of the State by the Sikhs;
giving a period of 840 years, or an average reign of 20 years
to each Raja. This average is the same as in the Chamba
family and other royal lines in the hills. Now there is no
reason for assuming that the Rajas of the Pal line were not
ag long lived as their successors. Allowing therefore an aver-
age reign of 20 years to each of the 73 Pal Rajas, we get a

eriod of 1,460 years, which takes us back to the first century
A.D. for the foundation of the State. But Captain Harcourt
has pointed out that there were several breaks in the succes-
gion, when the Kulu royal line was removed from power and
the State was subject to alien rule. Such a break in the con-
tinuity of the line took place in the early centuries, when
Kulu is said to have been subject to Chamba for six reigns,
of which five names are entirely omitted from the Vansavali.
Indeed, Captain Harcourt states that twelve names were
thus dropped, and that the total number of Pal Rajas was 85,
with fifteen of the Singh dynasty, making 100 in all. We
may therefore conclude that at the latest the State came intc
existence in the first or second century of the Christian era.

1 Kooloo Luhoul and Spiti, pages 113, 114.
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We must not suppose, however, that the Kulu State
then embraced more than a very limited area of territory,
probably not more than the country around Jagat-Sukh.
This view 1s fully borne out by what we know of the early
history of Chamba and other States, where for centuries
the Rajas exercised little more than a nominal authority,
and were constantly in danger of being overpowered by the
local petty Chiefs. It was only after centuries of almost
continuous warfare that they gained a real supremacy over
the Ranas and Thakurs ; and in Kulu, Suket and Mandi this
struggle seems to have lasted longer than in many of the
other States. In Chamba, for example, it came to an end in
the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries - while in the States
named it continued till the sixteenth century and even
later.

Assuming that the Kulu State was founded not later
than the first or second century, the Vansavali tends to
confirm local tradition in the hills, to the effect that the rule
of the Ranas and Thakurs was of still more ancient origin,
for they are said to have been in possession of the country
anterior to this, either as independent rulers or in nominal
gubjection to a paramount power. The Ranas in Kulu
were of the warrior caste, and probably came from the plains ;
the Thakurs were almost certainly Kanets. Sir James Lyall’s
remarks regarding them are interesting. He says: ** Ac-
cording to common tradition and the legend which gives
the story of the foundation of Kulu principality, the time
of the Rajas was preceded by a  Thakurain,’ or period of
government by Thakurs, petty Chiefs of a few villages. These
Thakurs waged war, levied taxes and transit duties like so
many German barons. The tradition of such a period is
not peculiar to Kulu, but does not seem so remote and
ancient here as in Kangra Proper.”’?

There can be no question that common tradition credits
these hill barons with having been completely independent,
previous to the foundation of the different Rajput principali-
ties. At the same time it is not improbable that the great
Hindu kingdoms of the plains did, from time to time, assert
their supremacy over the hill tracts; as in the case of the
Raja of Kanau) in the first century of the Christian era, as
mentioned by Ferishta.

1 Kangra Settlement Report, Part I, page T4.
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The history of the Pal line of Rajas, as we have seen,
goes back to a very early period, but the records tell of a still
earlier dynasty.  This if authentic must refer to a very
remote time. Captain Harcourt thus relates the tradition :
““A chief or, as the people call him, a demon, by name
Tandee, fixed his abode on the Kooloo side of the Rohtung
Pass, and with him lived his sister, Hurimba, whose temple
is now at Doongree, near Menalee, in the Upper Bias Valley.
Bhaem Sen, the Pandu, next appears on the scene, his
mission being to clear Kooloo of all the demons in it, but
in this instance he contented himself with running off with
Hurimba ; and Tandee, aggrieved at this, fought with
Bhaem Sen and was in the conflict slain. With Bhaem
Sen was a follower, one Bidher, who, however, was not a
Pandu, and this man married a daughter of Tandee’s. Two
sons were the fruit of this union, one called Bhot and the
other Mukhur, both these boys being brought up by the
goddess, Bias Ricki. @ Bhot married a woman, named
Soodungee, who came from Bhotunt, and this marriage
seems to have been attended with unfortunate results, for
Soodungee, with no fear of the Brahmans before her eves,
cooked cow’s flesh one day and gave this to Bhot. Mukhur
was not present during this act of impiety, and when he came
in, Bias Ricki told him what had occurred ; upon which
Mukhur, who had apparently been indoctrinated with
strictly Brahminical principles, fled to a spot somewhere
to the south of Sooltanpore, and there founded a village,
called Makaraha, and Kooloo after him obtained the name of
Mukarsa, by which it was known till & recent period. The
old capital of the Rajas at Naggar was also named Mukarsa ;
and Moorcroft, when in Kooloo, in 1820, mentions that he
passed below the site of this ancient city.’”?

The above is the form in which the legend has come
down from early times in Kulu. In reality it is a garbled
version of a very ancient legend or myth regarding Bhima
the second of the five Pandava brothers, found in the
Mahabharata (first canto, chapters 152-156). There Hidimba
18 a rakshast, or man-eating demoness, in whom we recognize
the goddess, Hirma or Hirimba of the Kulu Valley. Her
brother, called Hidimba in the Epic, and Tandi in the Kulu

! Kooloo, Lakul and Spiti, page 111.  (Moorctoft was in Kulu in August
1820—not in 1819).
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legend, was killed by Bhimasena. Hidimba is probably
a goddess who was worshipped from very remote times,
and her worship, which was attended with human sacrifice,
was non-Aryan. Hence the Brahmans regarded her not
a8 a deity, but as a man-eating demoness. Hirimba seems
to have been the patron deity of the Kulu Valley from early
times, and her seat is at Dhungri near Manali. She 18
believed to have granted the country to the Kulu Rajas,
and even after the introduction of Rama-worship, as Rag{m-
nathji, she still maintained her authority. To this day the
Rajas are said to call her * Grandmother.” The upper end
of the valley was granted her in jagir, and within it her
officers seem to have exercised full powers, and the royal
writ did not run. The jagir also enjoyed the right of sanc-
tuary, and when a criminal or any one, fleeing from the
Raja’s displeasure, succeeded in reaching the borders of the
jagir, at Okhiragolu about two miles below Manali, he
became Hirimba's refugee, and was not given up to his
pursuers, who if they followed farther became blind. The
place thus bore the meaning of ** freedom from hardship.”
Such privileges seem to have been common in all the hill
principalities in former times, and were enjoyed sometimes
even by jagirdars. Though Hirimba, unlike Jamlu of Malana,
has to attend the Dasehra fair in honour of Raghunathji,
she has the privilege of habitually coraing late.  Bidher,
as Captain Harcourt calls him, is also a personage from the
Mahabharata, and his correct Sanskrit name is Vidura. In
the Epic he figures as the son of Vyasa, the mythical author
of the Mahabharata, by a slave girl. He is consequently
o balf-brother of Pandu, the father of the five Pandavas,
to whom he, therefore, had the relationship of uncle.
Though of impure descent on the mother’s side, heis renowned
for his wisdom and righteousness. As Vidura is a mythical
personage, his reputed sons—Makhar and Bhot—must also
be regarded in the same light. The names were evidently
invented to account for the geographical terms—Makarsa
(Kulu) and Bhot (Tibet). The story of Bhot and Makar—
a purely local legend—has thus been grafted on to the ancient
Epic legend of Bhimasena and Hidimba.

Bias Rikhi is not agoddess, as supposed by Captain
Harcourt, but a sage—Vyasa rishi,—and the father of
Vidura, as related.

The town of Makaraha stood at the junction of the
Hurla stream with the Bias, almost opposite to Bajaura,
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There Makar’s descendants are said to bave ruled for a time,
but the dynasty ultimately died out, or was exterminated
by some of the neighbouring petty Chiefs, and the town
foll into decay. Their rule, if it ever existed, was probably
on a par with that of the Ranas and Thakurs, who at that
early period were the real rulers of the hills.

The name of the town in common use in Kulu 18 Makaraha
(Makarasa) owing probably to the fact that in many parts
of the hills, down even to the present day, the letter s or
sh was pronounced as h or kh.! Captain Harcourt has

Makaraha. The second member of the compound, viz., asa
(aha), has the meaning of “ country ” or * region. ”
Makarasa afterwards became contracted to Makarsa and
down to quite recent times this name was applied to the

whole of Kulu.

As in the case of many of the other Hill States, the founder
of the Pal line of Rajas in Kulu 1s boelieved to have come
from the plains. The earlier <eat of the family is said to
have been at Prayag or Allahabad. From there they
migrated into the mountains of Almora, and after some
time moved westwards and conquered Mayapuri or Hardwar,
where they settled. They are also said to have extended
their rule over the territory now in Suket and Mandi, and
at an early period a cadet of the family, named Behan-
gamani-Pal, is traditionally believed to have founded Kulu
State. At a much later period (c. A.D.765), the head of the
family was Than-Pal, and his sons were Bhog-Pal and
Som-Pal, the elder of whom founded Balor.2 It is certain,
however, that Balor was founded at a much later period
than Kulu, but the reference in the Balor Vansavalt is in-
teresting, as corrobovating the tradition that both families
gprang from a common parent stem. The tradition
connecting the original family with Mayapuri is found
in all the different branches, each of which founded
a kingdom. These are: Kulu, Balor (Basohli), Bhadu
and Bhadrawah. A fifth branch is said to have founded a
small State in the Lower Chenab Valley, called Batol, possibly
the Vartula of the Rajatarangini. This branch embraced
Islam, probably in the reign of Shahjahan. The original

1 Cf. Kooloo, Lakoul and Spiti, pages 112, 197,
! The clan name of the Kulu Rajas is Kqulua, contracted to Kolua and Kola.
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suffix of all these families was Pal. The royal families of
Kulu and Balor claim to have been separate offshoots
from the parent stem, but Balor was probably an offshoot
from Kulu, as stated in the Bhadu Vansavali ; while Bhadu,
Bhadrawah and Batol were offshoots from Balor.

Kulu was founded, as we have seen, not later than the
first or second century and possibly earlier, and Balor or
Vallapura in the eighth century. Bhadu was onginally a
fief of Balor, and did not become independent till the middle
of the eleventh century, and Bhadrawah about the time of
Akbar. If Batol was identical with Vartula, as has been
suggested, it must have been founded at an early period ;
for i1t is referred to in the Rajatarangini in the beginning
of the twel{th century.!

The original capital of Kulu State was at Nast or Jagat-
sukh, and there the early Rajas ruled for twelve generations
till, in the reign of Visudh-Pal, the seat of government was
transferred to Nagar, and about A.p. 1660, in the reign
of Jagat-Singh, to Sultanpur.

Behangamans, the founder of the State, is said to have
been one of eight brothers, and was accompanied to Kulu
by his rami, and his son, Pachch-Pal, as also his family
priest, parohit Udai-Ram. He first went to Manikarn,
and afterwards attacked and overcame some of the petty
Chiefs in the Parbati Valley. This, however, seems to have
been only a temporary success, and he next appears as a
fugitive at Jagat-sukh, living in concealment in the house
of one Chapai-Ram.

Many legends are associated with his name. One day
as he lay asleep on a rock near Jagat-sukh, which is still
shown, a Pandit passed by and observed on the sleeper
the signs of greatness and noble birth.2.  On awaking him
and inquiring into his lineage, Behangamani said that he was
a zamandar.

The Pandit, however, was not to be deceived and pressed
for a true answer, at the same time assuring him that he would
become king of the country. = Behangamani then admitted

1J. P 1. 8, Volume IV, No. 2, pages 77-8 and 120. Batol is also called
Deng-Butol. Rajatarangsini., Stein, VIII, 287, 537—541. e

3 Probably the padami or urdh rekh—high line—the mark of high descent—a

line like the *line of life,”” on the hand, running along the sole of the foot, from
toe to the heel, Lelieved to be peouliar to Rajputs. the
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his royal descent and begged the Pandit to keep his secret, as
otherwise he would be killed by the Ranas and Thakurs.
The Pandit promised to do so, and assured Behangamani
that no one should have the power to kill him, for his
gtar was on the ascendant. Then, with an eve to his
own advantage, he exacted a promise, that, on becoming
Raja, Behangamani should confer a grant of land upon
him, and this promise was confirmed by touching hands.
The Pandit demanded a portion of land between each stream
falling into the Bias, and also around the rock whero he first
saw Behangamani. The stone 13 still shown on the road
between Manali and Jagat-sukh, and iy called Jagati Pat.
The Pandit then took his departure to Triloknath in Chamba-
Lahul on pilgrimage, saying that his words would be fulfilled
before his return.

Meanwhile the zamindars, who were the subjects of the
Ranas and Thakurs, had been goaded into resistance by the
exactions of these petty Chiefs, and, having formed a con-
federacy against them, decided to choose some one else as
ruler. A short time afterwards a jatra or religious fair,
called Jajolt Jatra, was held at Basnara, a village near
Jagat-sukh. Behangamani came alone to the fair, and on
the road he was accosted by an old woman, who asked
him to take her on his back as she was unable to walk, This
he did, and also promised to carry her on the return journey
in the same way. When they reached the rocks at Jura
village, opposite Basnara, she jumped down and told
Behangamani to mount her back, and by this he perceived
that he was in the company of a goddess. Hirimba, for
1t was she, then said: **I have given you my blessing,
and you will become king of the country.”  Behangamani
urged that he was a stranger, poor and alone, but Hirimba
repeated her promise and told him to go to the Shabari
Temple in Shuru village near Jagat-sukh, and there the goddess
would appear to him. Behangamani then went on to the
fair, the goddess accompanying him, and the people hailed
him with the salutation of *‘ Jaidea,” uaccorded only to a
royal personage. An outbreak then took place against
the Ranas and Thakurs, many of whom were killed, and
Behangamani was established as Raja, and the petty Chiefs
paid him tribute,

This is the version in the Chcronicle. Divested of all

the myth and fable which have gathered around his name,
we may simply conclude that Behangamani was a royal
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adventurer, {rom the outer hills, accompanied probably
by a small band of followers, who was successful in gaining
a footing in the Upper Bias Valley by overcoming some of
the local petty Chiefs. This as we know was the way most
of the other Hill States were founded, and probably Kulu
was no exception to the rule. The main features of the
story, therefore, may be accepted as authentic.

On his death Behangamani was succeeded by his son,
Puchch-Pal, who continued the contest with the Ranas
and Thakurs, in his endeavour to consolidate the kingdom.
He overcame the Rana of Gojra and the Rana of Bevala,
who probably held the country around Manali; and his
younger brother, Narindar-Pal, is said to have been killed
in the fighting. He also strove with one, Gumar Surat,
and killed him. Those who submitted were made to pay
tribute, and this tributary relationship, between the petty
Chiefs and the Rajas, was probably the common condition
of things all over the hills for many centuries.  Their sub-
jection was only nominal, and the tribute was forthcoming
only when there was no other alternative.

Bihang-Pal and Duwrhan or Hin-Pal followed, and of
these Chiefs nothing is recorded ; hut we may assume that
their reigns were not peaceful.

Svarg-Pal, the next in succession, had two sons by difierent
mothers, named Sakti and Janak, who contested the succes-
sion, as they were born about the same time. The zamindars
who were their subjects advised them to divide the territory,
and at last they consulted a parohit as to whose right it
was to reign, and he decided in favour of S«kti-Pal, as he
was the son of the elder rani. He was then acknowledged
as Raja. He was in his turn followed by Mahisvar or
Mahindar-Pal ; Om-Pal and Rajendar-Pal. At that time
the Rana of Gajan in Kothi Barsai, between Jagat-sukh
and Nagar, named Surat-Chand, died without male heirs,
leaving only a daughter, named Rup Sundari, who succeeded.
On hearing this, Rajendar Pal sent to demand tribute from
her, and she being a spirited lady refused to pay. Rajendar-
Pal then sent a force against her, and in the fighting eleven
of his sons are said to have been killed. Only two remained,
and one of them was sent to the rani, with a letter from the
Raja, to try to arrange terms. On presenting the letter
he did not offer any salutation, and the rani being annoyed
placed a guard over him.  Thereupon he produced his
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brother’s likeness, and on seeing it the rant yielded and
offered to marry him. A message was then sent to the Raja
to tell him of her offer, and ask him to desist from fighting.
Rajendar-Pal seems to have been only too pleased to do so,
and preparations were then made for the wedding, and the
pair were duly married. @ Thus Kothi Barsai, in which
Gajan was situated, came into the Raja’s hands, and was
go called, it is said, from baras, ‘a year,” because it was
acquired within a year, seemingly from the commencement
of hostilities.

Visad-Pal succeeded on his father’s decease, and still
further enlarged the boundaries of the State. At that
time Nagar was held by a Rana, named Karm-Chand, with
whom the Raja waged war. The Rana seems to have been
faint-hearted, for he hid himself for four years, and was
at last killed in battle. He had a son who succeeded, and
from whom the Raja exacted tribute.

Visuddh-Pal followed, and it was probably in this or the
following reign that Nagar was finally conquered and annexed.
In the case of all the preceding Rajas, Nast (Jagat-sukh)
is recorded as their place of residence, but Visuddh-Pal
had his capital at Nagar. The Chronicle says: Nagar Rajas
Sr1 ka, ‘‘ the town of the illustrious Raja ' ; also Nagar
Tripurt Sundry abad hua, *“ the town of Tripuri Sundri was
inhabited.”  The temple of Tripuri Sundri is situated
above Nagar. These sentences, however, seem suspicious,
and internal evidence appears to indicate that they are of
much later date. At the same time it seems probable that
the transfer of the capital to Nagar actually took place
about this time,

The next Rajas were Uttam-Pal ; Dvij-Pal ; Chakar-Pal ;
Karn-Pal and Suraj-Pal, about whom the Chronicle contains
no record.

At that early period there is mention of one Piti, Thakur,
who lived at Rumsu above Nagar, and apparently held
possession of a portion of the Upper Bias Valley towards
the Hamta Pass, near the head of which are still to be seen
the ruins of the fort ascribed to him.! There would seem to
have been many in succession bearing this name, which wag
really a title, meaning the *“ Spiti Lord,” as they came from
Spitl.2 One of them is said to have been killed in the fighting
about this time. From an early period the Tibetans of

1¢f. J. P. H. S., Volume VI, No. 2, pages 70-1.2,
? Spis is pronounced as Pit,
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Spiti seem to have been in the habit of making incursions
into Kulu, and they seized territory to the south of the high
passes ; but being unable to live at a lower altitude then
7,000 or 8,000 feet they never advanced into the main valley.
Each of the Tibetan leaders was called ** Piti Thakur"
by the Kulu people. They were still in possession as late
a8 the reign of Sidh-Singh, A.p. 1500, by whom they were
finally driven out.

Suraj-Pal is said to have had no heir, but many illegitimate
gons. He was succeeded by Raksh-Pal, but we are not told
what relationship the latter bore to his predecessor. He
too died without issue and was succeeded by his brother,
Rudar-Pal. There were other brothers, however, who
disputed the succession, and they all began to fight among
themselves, and some of them were killed. The Ranas, on
seeing this conflict going on, agreed to combine and exter-
minate the family. Realizing their danger in time, the
brothers made up their quarrel, and all recognized Rudar-
Pal as Raja. he Ranas were then opposed in battle and
completely defeated, those who survived being made to pay
tribute.

A new danger soon afterwards arose in consequence of
an invasion of Kulu by the Raja of Spiti, named Rajendar-
Sen. The country was subdued and Rudar-Pal in his
turn had to pay tribute to Spiti.  This note, if authentic,
is exceedingly interesting, as showing that there was a Sena
dynasty of Rajas in Spiti in early times, before Buddhism
was introduced into the country.

In one of the records a reference to Chamba is found
at this early period in the history of Kulu. Much uncer-
tainty exists as to how much of Lahul was then under these
States. The Rev. A. H. Francke, our chief authority,
thinks that Upper Lahul—that is, the valleys of the Chandra
and Bhaga—was under Kulu from early times, while the
main valley, from the junction of these rivers, was tributary
to Chamba. Ladakh also may have exercised some influence
in Upper Lahul, as the name is identified with the Tibetan
words Lho Yul, meaning ‘‘the southern country.”  The
Tibetans, however, call the country Garzha. Chamba is
said to have conquered Lahul from Kulu in Rudar-Pal’s
reign, and seemingly about the same time as Kulu itself
was invaded and subdued by the Raja of Spiti.  Possibly
Chamba and Spiti combined against Kulu, and the invasions
were simultaneous.
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The State seems to have remaimed tributary to Spiti dur-
ing this reign and that of Hamir-Pal, the next Raja ; paying
the tribute money, amounting to six annas in the rupee,
of yearly revenue ; but on Hamir-Pal’s death his son, Parsidl,
Pal, declined to continue the payment of tribute, and moved
out with an army to oppose Chet-Sen, the Spiti Chief.  The
battle wag fought somewhere near the Rotang Pass, and
Parsidh-Pal was victorious, thus freeing his country from the
dominion of Spiti. Lahul was also recovered from Chamba
about the same time.

Pargidh-Pal was followed by Harichand-Pal; Subhat-
Pal ; Som-Pal and Sansar-Pal. In Sansar-Pal’s reign an-
other interesting note occurs in the Chronicle. It is said
that after Chet-Sen’s defeat by Kulu, Spiti was invaded
by Gya mur orr,! presumably Ladakh or Rupshu, and Chet-
Sen was defeated and slain.  The ruler of Gya mur orr
then granted some villages in jagir to Chet-Sen’s son, and
three villages to Sansar-Pal of Kulu, who had agsisted him ;
retaining the remainder of Spiti in his own hands.  Possibly
this note records the final overthrow and extinction of the
pre-Buddhist Hindu dynasty in Spiti, when the country
passed under Tibetan rule.  This may have happened about
A.D. 600—650.

Bhog-Pal succeeded and his claim was contested by hig
brother, Vibhay-Pal. A war ensued between them and
resulted in Bhog-Pal’s death, and he was succeeded by
Vibhay-Pal who in turn was followed by Brahm-Pal. The
lagt-named left no legitimate song, and the Chronicle states
that the Rajas of Chamba, Ladakh, Suket, Baghahr, Kangra
end Bangahal agreed to make Ganesh-Pal, an illegitimate
son of the late Raja, hig successor.

This is the first occasion on which a reference occurs
to any of the neighbouring Hill States, and it is of some
interest to inquire how far it can be accepted as authentic.
As regards Kangra and Chammba, we know that they were
founded at an early period, but in the case of the latter the
reference must be to Brahmapura, the original name of the
State. Ladakh at that early period was a province of the
Tibetan kingdom, and was ruled from Lhasa; Bashahr
may also have been in existence as it was of ancient origin,
but it seems improbable that Suket and Bangahal had then
been founded. @ We are, therefore, disposed to think that

} This place has not bLeen identified, but it may have been Gya and Rupshu in
Ladakh, or some place in Gugé.
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the statement in the Chronicle is not fully reliable. Pos-
sibly it may have been tamypered with by some later copyist.

Gambhir-Pal, the next Raja, had two sons, named
Bhumi-Pal and Sukhu-Pal, who contended for the gaddi,—-
a contest in which Bhumui-Pal was successful.

Of Bhumi-Pal’s reign we know nothing. He was suc-
ceeded by his son, Sri-Dateshvar-Pal.  In this Raja'’s reign
another reference to Chamba is  found in the Chronicle. At
that early period Chiamba State was confined to the upper part
of the Ravi Valley, with the capital at Brahmapura, now
Brahmaur. The State was then expanding east and west
under an energetic ruler whom we may perhaps identify
with Meru-Varman (¢. a.p. 680—700).! In the Kulu
Chronicle the name is Amar, but no such name occurs in the
Chamba Vansavali.  The Chamba forces most probably
advanced through Lahul, and over the Rotang Pass, and were
met by the Kulu Chief, who was defeated and killed.
Gobardhan was then Raja of Indrapat (Delhi). On his
father’s death, Amar-Pal took command of the Kulu forces,
and with his two sons opposed the Chamba advance, but in
vain. He, too, with one of his sons was slain, and the second
son, named Sifal-Pal, fled to Bashabr to ask for help. There
the family seems to have remained for some time, as Sital-
Pal and five of his descendants never reigned, and probably
were all the time at the Bashahr Court as political refugees.
Meantime Kulu secms to have heen under the rule of Chamba.

Sri-Jaresvar-Pal was the sixth in descent from Sital-Pal,
and seems to have still been a refugee at Bashahr, waiting
for an opportunity to recover his kingdom. Such an oppor-
tunity soon afterwards occurred, and with the help of Bashahr
he drove out the Chamba garrison and recovered the State.
It is possible that this event toock place about a.p.780—800
when Chamba was invaded by the ‘‘ Kiras ” or Tibetans
and the Raja killed. The Chamba State continued under
alien rule for about 20 years, so that it would be an easy
matter for Sri-Jaresvar-Pal to recover his country. He
was followed by Parkash-Pal; Achamba-Pul; Tapanesvar-
Pal ; Param-Pal and Nagendur-Pal, of whom nothing
gpecial is on record.

Narad-Pual's reign was marked by another war with
Chamba (Brahmapura). The Chamba forces advanced to
Majnakot, a village near the foot of the Rotang Pass, and

! Chamba Qazellecr, page 70.
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built a fort. The war continued for twelve years, a phrase
which in the hills geems to bear the meaning, ‘‘ for a long
time,”’ and then a peace was concluded. But the Kulu
people were insincere and only sought for an opportunity
to destroy the invaders. A social gathering was arranged
to which the Chamba people were invited, ostensibly to
cement the truce which had been concluded ; and the place
fixed upon was Kothi village on the other side of the Bias.
The river there flows through a deep and narrow gorge,
which at that time was spanned by two beams with cross
planks, there being no bridge. As the feast was to be at
night, two Kulu men secretly went on ahead and removed
the planks and placed some long grass across instead. When
the Chamba men arrived in the darkness each man in trying
to cross fell into the gorge. Many were drowned before the
deceit was discovered by the drummers going down, when the
gound of the drums ceasing aroused suspicion. Those who
remained on the right bank turned and fled, but practically
the whole Chamba force was destroyed.!

This war is still recalled in local tradition, according
to which the Gaddi Army, as the Chamba army was called,
besieged the Rana of Manali in the lower Manali fort on the
““ Gaddi Padar "’ or ““ Gaddi Plain ” for a long time.

The Kulu garrison was in great straits, their supplies
having become almost exhausted, and in order to deceive
the besiegers they milked a bitch, mixed some rice with the
milk and made khir (rice and milk) which they threw out
to the Gaddis. Seeing this the latter came to the conclusion
‘that provisions in the fort were abundant and raised the
siege. It is interesting to note that the Chamba force is
traditionally called * the Gaddi Army,” showing that. it
came from Brahmapura, the original capital and the home
of the Gaddis.

Narottam-Pal ; Shish-Pul and Bhupal or Bhup-Pal
followed in succession.  Bhup-Pal’s name 1is interesting
for it is found in the Suket Chronicle, where he is said to
have been a contemporary of Bir-Sen, the founder of that
State. The Kulu Chronicle states that in his reign the country
wag invaded by the Raja of Suket, who overran the State
and made it tributary. This is confirmed by the Suket
Chronicle which states that Bir-Sen, the Raja of that
State, led an army into Sara) and defeated Bhup-Pal,

1 A similar story is told of & Mandi force which perished in a ravine near
Mangarh in Kothi Mangarh in the reign of Man-Singh.
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the Kulu Raja, and made him prisoner. The State was
afterwards released on condition of tribute and feudal service.
This event may have taken place about a.p. 900, but it
geems doubtful if Bir-Sen was the Raja at the tune. The
Suket State, according to Sir A. Cunningham, was founded
about A.p. 765,! by Raja Bir-Sen, and, from what we know
of the early history of other States, the extensive conquests
attributed in the Suket history to him seem very improbable.
The fact of the invasion remains, but it was more likely
made by a later Raja.  Bhup-Pal’s successor, Anirudh-Pal,
also continued to pay tribute to Suket, but lus son, Hast-
Pal, was freed from tribute on condition of giving aid to
Suket in 2 civil war. In the Suket Chrouicle this occurrence
is noted and confirmed. There the Kulu Raja 18 called
Hait-Pul, and the story is thus told :2 Raja Bikram-Sen,
grandson of Raja Bir-Sen, after succeeding to the gaddr.
went on pilgrimage to Hardwar, leaving his younger brother,
Tribikram-Sen, in charge of the State. Tribikram-Sen,
however, was unfaithful to his trust, and aimed at claiming
the kingdom for himself. To secure the assistance of the
Kulu Chief in this design, his State was restored, on condi-
tion that Hast-Pal, or Hait-Pal, as he is called, rendered sup-
port on Bikram-Sen’s return. The latter came back in
two years, and hearing on the way of what had happened,
he sought the aid of the Rana of IKeouthal, his own kinsman,
and met his brother’s force, supported by that of Kulu,
at Jiuri on the Satluj.  After a hotly contested tight,
Tribikram-Sen and Hait-Pal of Kulu were both killed.
Bikram-Sen of Suket then advanced into Kulu and took
possession of the country, allotting only a small jagir to
Hait-Pal’s son. An interregnum then occurred, the fact
of which is confirmed by both Chronicles, during which
Suket held full possession of Kulu; the descendants of
Hast-Pal, named Dbani-Ram, Gopal-Das and Lachmi-Das,
being only jagirdars.

In the third generation frow the time of Bikrain-Sen of
Suket, the gudds was occupied by a minor, named Lakshinan-
Sen, and the Kulu Raja, named Surat-Pal—called Hashir-
Pal in the Suket Chronicle—assumed independence.? Iour-
teen years later, on coming of age, the Suket Raja is said
to have again subdued Kulu and annexed Waziri Rupi,

1 Cf. drcheological Survey Reports, Volume X1V, page 123, and Volume XV
page 156.

2J.P. H. 8., Volume V1], No. 2, pages 5, 6.

3Cf.J. P, H. 8., Volume VII, No. 2, page 6.
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Lag, Saraj and o portion of Waziri Pavol. This  latier
invasion, however, 1s not contirmed by the Iulu Chronicle.

Santohh Pal, the next Raja, is said to have conguered
Gya mur orr and other portions of the territory, probably in
Ladakl.  Hig son, Tegh-Pal, conquered Baltistan, killing
the Chicf, named Mubammad Khan, and making his gon
{ributary. Thesc statements seem open (o suspicion and
require corroboration.  The next Raja was Uchit-Pul,
who invaded Tibet, but on his death the Rajas of Lhassa,
Gya mur orr and Baltistan are said to have invaded Kulu,
seized the Raja’s son while engaged in performing lus father’s
funeral ceremonies, and put him in confinement in Mohan-
garh (in Kothi Chaparsa, near the Bubu Pass) und held
possession of the country for some time.

This is probably the invasion referred to i tho Ladakl
annals, as having taken place in tho reign of Lha Chen
Utpala, ¢. a.n. 1125—50.1 On that occasion, the King of
Kulu bound himself by oath to pay tribute in dzos and
won to the king of Ladakh * so long as the glaciers of the
Kailasa do not melt away, or the Manasarovar Lake dry
up.” This treaty remained in force down to the reign of
Sengge Namgyal (a.p. 1590—1620),% and even later. The
dzos or half-bred yaks must have gone from Lahul as there
are none in Kulu, and this circumstance tends to confirm the
popular tradition that Lahul was in early times subject to
Kulu and Chamba. Kulu probably held the Chandra and
Bhaga Valleys down to their junction at Tandi, while Chamba
held the main valley downwards to Pangi. The real rulers
of the country, however, were the Ranas and Thakurs,
who acknowledged the supremacy of the paramount
power only by the payment of tribute, and whose descendants
are still in possession of a portion of their ancient domains.
The invagion of Kulu in question must have been made
through Lahul, and both countries became tributary to
Ladakh.

The next Raja, Stkandar-Pal, then went to Delhi to
complain that the Chinese (? Tibetans) had invaded his
territory, and the King of Delli came in person with an army
which passed through Kulu and conquered Gya mur orr,
Baltistan and Tibet, as far as Mantilae (Manasarovar) Lake.
All these paid tribute to Delhi through the Kulu Raja, who

1 Francke, Western T ibet, page 64,
2 1bid., page 65,
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wag restored to his dominions, “* This,”” Captaiu Harcourt
remarks, “ is a curious record, and still more curious if true;
and it has an aspect of veracity about it as the lake now
called Manasarowa (Mansarovar) was in olden days termed
Mantilae, and it would be interesting to ascertain whether
Indian armies had ever penetrated so far north as this.”

Saras-Pal ; Sahdev-Pal ; Srv Malhdev-Pal and Nwwratls-
Pal followed in succession, of whom we have no details;
except the note thal in the time of Narati-Pal the ruler
of Kashmir was Ali Sher Khan, whom we may perhaps
identify with Ali Sher (a.». 1351—63), the younger brother
of Jamshid, who however, can hardly have been a con-
temporary of Niwrati-Pal. The note probably refers to a
later reign m Kulu and may have become displaced in the
Vansavali m copyingt (Cf. Ferishta, Brigg’s trans., 1910.
Volume IV, page 457). Bain-Pal, the next Raja, was followed
by Hast-Pal 11, in whose reign the Raja of Bashahr invaded
Kulu and after exacting tribute left the country. This
tribute continued to be paid during the nextreign, that of
Sasi-Pal, but his son, Gambhir-Pal, succeeded in freeing his
country from Bashahr, and took possession of the portion
of that State on the right bank of the Satluj, which river
became the boundary.

Nishudan-Pal, the noxt Rajua, was followed by Narendar-
Pal, in whose time Kulu was conquered by Baugahal and
remained subject to that State for ten years. A second
Santokh-Pal was succeeded by Nand-Pal, in whose reign
Kulu became tributary to Kangra, and this subjoction
continued through the following reign, under Dhatri-Pal.
Indar-Pal, however, threw off allegiance to Kangra and
recovered his independence.

Mahi-chakar-Pal, Jayadhar-Pal and Keral-Pal followed
in succession.

In Keral-Pal’s reign Iulu was again invaded by the
Raja of Suket. He conquered the country and fixed the
boundary at Siunsa near Manali in the Bias Valley and at
the Parbati river in Waziri Rupi. He is said to Lhave granted
the land between the Siunsa Nala and Bajaura, on the right
bank of the Bias, toa local petly Chief, named Rana Bhosal,
or possibly the Rana may have inherited it from his ancestors.?

1 This may perhaps be a reminisceuce of the invasion of China (FTibet) by Mu-
hammad Shah Tughlak (A.p. 1339). Cf. Kosloo, Lahaul and Spiti, page 117, and
Ferishta, 1909, Volume I, page 416.

3J,P. H, 8, Volume VII, No. 2, pages 7-8,
L2
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Rana Bhosal was married to a Suket princess and resided
at the fortified palace of Garh Dhek, immmediately below
the modern village of Baragran. His capital was Sangor,
opposite Nagar, and his chief defence was the huge dressed-
stone fort of Baragarh. His wife was named Rupni, his son
Tika Ghungru, and his daughter Dei Ghudari.

The Rana was notorious for his stupidity, and the fol-
lowing popular saying about him is still current :—

Barah pethe : athara dane
Bhosul Rana sar na jane.
Free translation :—
Twelve pumpkins and eighteen tax-collectors.
Bhosal Rana knows nothing of government.

The story runs that a villager brought twelve pumpkins
to the Hat bazaar for sale, and eighteen men came demanding
the octroi dues. Twelve of them took a pumpkin each,
and the rest followed dunning the man for their dues. He
appealed to Rana Bhosal, but no notice was taken. Seeing
this indifference he went to the burning-ghat, and as each
body was brought, he asked Re. 1-4-0 as lug (burning dues).
This was paid under the impression that it was a new tax
imposed by the State.  After some time the fraud was
discovered, and the man, on being summoned, excused
himself by telling his story, and adding that, where such
laxness prevailed, he thought himself entitled to follow the
general example.

A similar story is told of a man in Delhi in the time of
the Mughals, who on being found out and questioned as to
his authority for taking the tax at the burning-ghat, replied
that he was Ranikhan ka bhai, that 1, a near relative of the
queen’s.

The Rana had a Wazir, named Tita Mehta, whose des-
cendants are still in Kulu. This man fell m love with the
rani, but his advances were repelled, and he determined
on revenge. A new watercourse had been made to the
Rana’s rice fields, and Tita persuaded him into the belief
that the water would not flow wunless the rant was buried
alive In the line of the kuhl or watercourse. An order was
accordingly given for this to be done. The tomb was not
an ordinary grave, but a kind of cellar constructed by a
workman, named Kalu, who was dharmbhai, or foster-
brother, to the ram. She pleaded earnestly with him,
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and he built the tomb so that she could move about in it,
and even crouch down. At night Tita came to see the place,
and finding her alive he tried to grasp her by the hair. She
crouched down and eluded his grasp, so he cast big stones
on her and killed her. Captain Harcourt, however, states
that it was an ordinary grave, and that the rani continued
to give suck to her child, while the earth was being filled in.!

On returning to the palace the Wazir was asked by the
children what had become of their mother, and he told
them to ask Kalu, the workman. On inquiring from himn
he said ‘“ Go to the stable, mount and carry word to your
uncle of Suket.” So they took horse and rode to Suket,
and the Tika cast his pugri before his uncle. Then he came
with an army and captured both the Rana and the Wazir.
The latter he flayed alive, and sprinkled him with pepper
and cut him into small pieces, which were hesmeared on the
leaves of the trees.  The Rana he could not kill, but hLe
dressed him in a kilt, woven from hemp, and put on him a
necklace of dried cowdung and pelted him with cowdung
all the way to his boundary. The children were taken to
Suket, and Baragarh was ruled from there until annexed
to Kulu in the time of Sidh-Singh.2

In local tradition, however, the fort 1is said to have been
captured by Raja Bidhi-Singh.

The Kulu Chronicle states that the same Suket Raja
granted the waziris of Lag-Maharaja and Lag-Sari to the
family of his parohit, in expiation of a sin which he had
committed. lztjs is more probable, however, that the grant
was made at a much later time, by Parbat-Sen, ¢. A.p. 1500,
as related in the Suket annals. From this family sprang
the Rajas of Lag, who held rule over a large tract of territory,
till their kingdom was overturned by Jagat-Singh of Kulu.

After Keral-Pal the following Rajas ruled the State:
Huns-Pal, Agast-Pal, Madan-Pal and Urdhan-Pal. The
date of the last-named Raja’s reign is fixed by two inscrip-
tions bearing his name. One of these is on a Hirma mask
with the date S. 94 = A.p. 1418, the other on a stone in
the wall of the Sandhya Devi temple at Jagat-sukh, which
he is believed to have built. It runs as follows: Srs

1J.P. H. 8. Volume VI, No. 2, page 75.

A Cf. Chamba Gazetteer, pages 78-79, for s similar story ; also Francke, Western
Tibet, page 190,
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Maharaja Udhran Pul Sandya  Devy Kali Muwrathaz, S. 4.
ba, ti, 1.=a.p. 1428. Urdhan-Pal thereforc ruled about
that time.!

Kelas-Pal, ¢. A.v. 1428.—Kelas-Pal was the last Raja
of Kulu who bore the suffix or surname of Pal, and he pro-
bably ruled till about a.p.1450. After him there is a long
break of about 50 years, during which there seems to have
been no Raja in Kulu. Meanwhile Suket retained its hold
over a large part of the country, and to it many of the Ranas
and Thakurs were tributary; while others regained their
independence.

To this period we should perhaps reter the invasion of
Goggadesa by Zain-ul-abidin (a.n. 1420—70) of Kashmir,
who 18 gaid to have ¢ robbed by his splendour the glory of the
town of Kuluta,”” doubtless referring to Nagar, then the capital.
No mention is made of any Raja at the time.2

It wags probably towards the end of this interregnum
that the kingdom of Lag was founded.® As related in the
Suket annals, Parbat-Sen of Suket (c. a.p. 1500) had
cast a false accusation on a parohit, who committed suicide
in consequence, after cursing the Raja. To avert the evil
effects of the curse, Parbat-Sen bestowed the Lag and Sari
Waziris on the parohit’s family, including the whole country
between the Phojal Nala and Bajaura, on the right bank of
the Biag. The family afterwards acquired territory in
Sara) and other parts, and became independent. They
continued to rule till the reign of Jagat-Singh, by whom
their territory was subdued and annexed to Kulu. Accord-
ing to tradition they were Diwans or Wazirs of Suket.

Sidh-Singh, A.D. 1500.-—According to the Vansavali
there must have been an interregnum of half a century or
more, of which we have no record, between Kelas-Pal and
his successor, Sidh-Singh.  The traditions and legends
agsociated with the name of the latter have led some to
believe that he was the founder of a new dynasty, and
the change of the suffix from Pal to Singh has heen urged
as a proof of this. So far as the change of suffix is concerned,
it must be admitted that this is of no significance whatever.
A similar change took place about the same period in many of
the royal families of the Panjab hills, and also in Rajputana,

! The correct spelling is ‘ Urdhan,” but in the records it is misspelt as
Udhran.’

* Jonaraja, Rajatarangint., verse 1108,
* Cf.J. P. H, 8, Volume VII, No. 2, p, 161,
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and, even when the head of the family retuined the original
suffix, the younger branches in many instances adopted
that of Singh. It was simply the fashion of the time among
the Rajputs.

The traditions and legends referred to are very similar
i the case of Behangamani-Pal and Sidh-Singh. Both
are sald to have come from Mayapuri or Hardwar, the -
ference being that they were from the same family.

In the Vansavali there is no suggestion that Sidh-Singh
came of a different line; on the contrary it seems to be
agsumed that he was descended from the Pal- -family, und he
himself originally bore the same suftix. We, therefore,
conclude that the weight of evidence is in favour of there
having been only one dynasty.

It s pernussible o conjecture that towards the end of
the reign of Kelas-Pal a combined revolt on the part of the
Ranas and Thakurs agamst the Raja resulted in lis being
driven into exile. He may then have retired to Mayapuri
to await a favourable opportunity to recover the State.
Such an occurrence 1s known to have taken place in other
Hill States. Sidh-Singh may, therefore, have been the
grandson or great-grandson of Kelas-Pal. On the whole,
this seems to be the most natural conclusion to arrive at.
So far as we are aware there 18 not a single mstance in the
history of the Panjab Hill States of a (hdnge of dynasty,

and it seems improbable that such a change took place in
Kulu.

The story of Sidh-Singh’s adventures is thus told in
the Vansavali. On arriving in Kulu from Mayapuri, Sidh-
Pal, as he was then called, is said to have taken up his abode
in the village of Hat near Bajaura. Seeing the shrine of
Bijli Mahadeo on the opposite hill, he inquired whose it was,
a,nd was told that any one takmg water from the sangam,
the junction of the Bias and Parbati rivers, and pouring it
over the god would receive the reward of his pious deed.
Sidh-Pal resolved on doing this, and having carried out his
intention he slept in the temple for the night. Then the
god appeared to him in a dreamn and told him to go to
Jagat-sukh, where he would receive the promised reward. On
arriving there he stayed in the house of a potter. In the
morning as he was sitting with his knees crossed, a Brahman
entered and saw the padams, or sign of royalty, on the sole
of his foot, The Brahman then said, * You will obtaiu
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rule, and a goddess will meet you.” Sidh-Pal replied, ** Do
not say so to any one or the Ranas will kil me.””  The
Brahman repeated his words and asked a grant of land,
which was promised if the prediction cawme true.

Sidh-Pal then went to the jatra or fair at Jagat-sukh,
and on the way he fell in with the goddess Hirimba,in the
guise of an old woman carrying o kilta (basket) on her back.
Being of a kindly disposition he offered to carry the ilta,
and taking it from her put it on his own back. They then
proceaded on their way to the fair. At last they reached
a big stone, and making him put the kilte on the ground,
Hirimba took Sidh-Pal on her shoulder and raised herself
32 kos high.  She then agked him how far he could see, and
he replied that in one direction he could see to Dalasni, i
another to Chorot plain, and in a third to Kale Kanauri.
On receiving this answer she said, “ You will acquire as
much land as you can see,”” and then disappeared.

Sidh-Pal then went on to the fair and was hailed with
““ Jaidea ”’ by all present, that is, he was at once recognized
as Raja.

Fearing the anger of the Ranas he concealed himself
in the house of a Brahman and thus escaped. At night the
Brahman’s wife came to milk the cow, and there being no
one to hold the calf, Sidh-Pal came out from his place of
concealment and did so.  While thus engaged, a lion entered
the place, which he killed, and from that circumstance his
surname was changed from Pal to Singh.! Soon afterwards the
people assembled and elected him as Raja of Waziri Parol,
and he then entered on the conquest of the country from the
Ranas and Thakurs, who refused to acknowledge his rule.

In its main features this story bears a strong resemblance
to that which is related of Behangamani-Pal, the founder of
the State, and it may have been reintroduced into the
Vansavaly simply to glorify the new Raja. At the same time
1t seems quite possible that, after a long exile, Sidh-Singh,
the then head of the family, actually did return from Mayapuri
and was acknowledged as Raja, as a means of reliel from
the oppression of the petty Chiefs.

! A similar story is found in other Vansavalis to account for the change of suffix.
It was simply the fashion of the time, and really a revival of the original suffix of
Sinha or Sih in use among Rajput families in Rajputana and elsewhere et e much
earlier period.
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Sidh-Singh had to put forth strenuous efforts to subdue
the Ranas and Thakurs, who,during a long period of com-
plete independence, had regained full power all over the
country. In the other Hill States of which we possess his-
torical records, the policy of the Rajas was to stir up strife
among the Ranas and Thakurs, and set them against one
another. In this way many of them were got rid of, either
by complete subjection or assassination.  This policy
Sidh-Singh adopted in Kulu. At the beginning of his
reign both banks of the Bias alove Jagat-sukh were held
by a powerful Chief named Jhinna Rana, whose name still
survives in local tradition, and whose ancestors seem to
have been in possession from a remote period. His chief
strongholds were at Mandankot and Manali, and being
too powerful {o be attacked openly, Sidh-Singh resorted
to treachery after the manner of the times.

Jhinna Rana had a groom of Dagi caste, bearing the
nickname of Muchiani,! on account of the length of his mus-
tache, who was a noted sportsman with bow and arrow. The
Rana objected to the long mustache, and the groom refused
to shave it, giving rise to unpleasantness between them. At
last the Rana brought the matter to a crisis by calling upon
the groom to kill a maina sitting on a cow’s back, without
wounding the cow, failing which his mustache would be shorn.
This the groom did and saved his mustache, but at the cost
of all good feeling between himself and his master. This
was Sidh-Singh’s opportunity, and he sent for the Muchiani,
and bribed him to kill the Rana. The latter had gone to
look at his rice fields at Kumanu and Rambar below
Basisht, and as he was riding back the Muchiani shot him
in the thigh with an arrow. A pillar (ora) still marks the
spot where this took place, and the range is fully 300 vards.
The Rana rode off to Mandankot, and at the spring of Baira-
kuta he stopped to drink water and died. The riderless
horse galloped oftf to the stable, and soon afterwards the
Muchiani came along towards the fort, playing a dirge on a
sieve to announce the death of his master. On hearing
this the rant ordered the funeral pyre to be prepared and

set fire to the fort, perishing with all her women including
the Muchiani’s wife.

1J.P. H, 8., Volume VI, No. 2, pages 72, 73, 14.
NoTE.—Mochh, plural muchhen, really means mustache.
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Sidh-Singh  rewarded the Muchiam with the Kumanu
ropa or rice fields. which his descendants still hold and bear
the same name. The [amily, however, has a bad reputation
in Kulu, and are forbidden to attend the Darbar.

After her safi the rant 1s beheved to have become a
jogin (goddess), and hershrine isin the rums of Mandankot.
She is regarded as having control over the weather, especially
as the giver of rain, and when rain is needed and lails, some
Muchianis are sent to burn a cow’s skin near her shrine,
which has the desived effect ; the smell of burnt cow hide
and the proximity of the Muchiauis being hevond endurance,
The Muchiani’s wife is also worshipped as w jogen.

At the time of Jhinna’s death one of his wives was
preguant, and the rani sent her out of the fort before setting
fire to 1t. In due course & hoy was boru, and when old
enough was sent to herd buffaloes on the Gadd: Plamn.  One
day the Raja had come to sacrifice a butfalo to Hirimba
at Dhungri, and the animal got loose, and ran away.  The
boy was there with his how and arrow, and he shot the buffalo,
or, as some sav, caught it by the horms.  The Raja then
called him, and, finding out his parentage, granted hnn m
jagwr the Aleo plain near Manali.  He founded the Nuwani
family which to this day erects memorial stones to its dead,
a royal privilege in Kulu, Suket and Mandi.  The custom,
however, originated with the Ranas and Thakurs in the hills,
and was in use before the advent of the Rajas. The Nuwani
family still cherish hatred of the Badani Rajas of Kulu,
and when the head of that house dies they assemble, and
make a feast, instead of showing signs of mourning.!

Traditions about Jhinna Rana still linger in Kulu.
It 18 said that there are secret caves where his treasures
were stored, and that a secret passage led to them from
Mandankot. Some years ago a man found out the secret
passage, so it i8 said, and entered the caves which were full
of treasure.  He returned without touching anything, in
order to call others to help him to remove it, but on going
back he failed to find the pagsage, and soon afterwards
became mad—due, as 18 Dbelieved by the people, to the
influence of the jogins or spirits of the caves.

The fort of Baragarh was the next place to be captured.
It stood on a spur on the right side of the Bias opposite
Nagar, from which it could be clearly seen. After Rana

}J.P. H. 8, Volume VI, No. 2, page 74,
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Bhosal's death, as related, 1t seemss to have remained in the
possession of Suket, and was held by a garrison. In the
fort lived a woman whom the Kulu Chief had gained over to
hig side, and who promised to give a signal when a favourable
opportunity offered for an assault. One day the garrison
went down to Hurang Kothi for the Pali jatra on 2nd Jeth,
and the woman then waved a red petiicoat, the signal agreed
on, which was seen from Nagar, and the Raja marched in
by the Sujoin Nala, and captured the fort.  The first thing
he did on entering was to order the woman to be thrown
down the precipice. Nagar castle 15 said (o have heen built
with the stones from Garh Dhek and Sangor.?

But there were other petty Chiefs still to be overcome.?
“ From ancient time,” as Mr. Howell tells us, ¢ the Tibetans
had been in the habit of crossing the passes, and making
inroads mto Kulu, and had formed settlements at the head
of all the side ravines leading down into the main valleys.
Each of these settlements was controlled by a local officer
or chief, called ‘ Piti Thakur’ by the people of Kulu. One
of these Thakurs, who enjoyed an evil reputation, lived
in a fort, the remains of which are plamly traceable on a
spur above Jagat-sukh. He is said to have drunk human
milk, and also to have performed human sacrifice.  As
regards the latter no surprise need be felt, for there are indi-
cations that it was practised all through the hills down to a
recent period. He had lieutenants who bore a reputation
like his own, in Barnar, Dirot, Diabungi and Gowari forts,
and also in several forts in the Chakki Nala. In fact these
Tibetan officers or chiefs held the approaches to the Hamta
and Chandarkanni Passes, and all the bye-paths by which
these could be turned. Piti Thakur’s place of worship
was the Prini Temple of the Great God Jamlu at the foot
of the approach to the Hamta Pass, leading over {rom Jagat-
sukh to the Chandra Valley. In this temple alone, and down
to the present day, the Spiti men go to make offerings.
All other races must take off their shoes in the temple pre-
cincts, but Tibetans go in fully shod, and, when he is inspired,
the local priest at the shrine speaks a language which he
claims to be Tibetan. He also maintains that the god
came from Bhotant (Tibet), Chin (China), or Pangu Padu]
Mansarovar ; and incidentally this is an interesting com.

1J. P. H. 8., Volume VI, No. 2, pagos 75-6. According to oue tradition Baragarh
was captured by Raja Bidhi Singh, a.p. 1672—88.

v J. P. H. 8., Volume VI, No. 2, pages 69, 72,
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mentary on the undoubtedly Tibetan origin of the Malana
people in the Upper Parbati Valley, who claim to be the
disciples and incarnations of Jamlu.”

These numerous Tibetan settlements, says Mr. Howell.?
represented the advanced posts of Tibetan influence flanking
the ancient trade route from Ladakh and Tibet Proper
to Rampur-Baghahr.  This ancient trade route was dis-
covered by Mr. Howell a few years ago, and his account
of it is here given in extenso : *‘ The position of Kulu, it has
always seemed to me, is peculiar.  Here 18 no backwater
like the neighbouring State of Chamba, in which an ancient
Rajput line has been able to mamtain an unbroken rule,
from a period preceding the dawn of civilization in Europe.
Kulu and Lahul lie full in a channel, through which have
ebbed and flowed for ages the tides of racial and religious
antagonisms. The people have acknowledged many masters,
Aryan and Mongolian, but through all the changes, the Indian
markets have always demanded salt, wool and borax, not
to speak of the more precious merchandise of Central
Asia ; and while armies marched and fought, the hungry
Tibetans would still risk much to get the wheat of the plains
and the incomparable barley of Lahul. The trade, therefore,
went on, and it was quite by chance that I discovered the
ancient trade route.”

“ We must remember that in those days the Bias was
nowhere bridged, and everywhere an impassable torrent ;
that there were no mule roads; that every height was
crowned with a fort, garrisoned by marauders; that the
Kulu farmers, then as now, regarded travelling sheep as
‘fair game '; that there wag a custom’s barrier below
Rahla to the south of the Rohtang Pass, at the canyon still
known as the Jagat-Khana (Customs House), where no
doubt a foreigner’s life was made a burden to him ; and
that there would be endless bickering and bargaining at
every halt, before a caravan of laden sheep could get any
grazing. All this is plain to any one who can imagine
the Kulu people set free from the restraints that the British
Raj imposes upon them.”

““So the trade from Ladakh avoided the Hamta and
Rohtang Passes and the comparatively broad roads which led
to destruction in the valleys, and took a safer if more difficult
route. Arrived at the summit of the Baralacha Pass, the

1Mr. G. C. L. Howell was Assistant Commissioner of Kulu from March 1907 to
February 1910.
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Tibetans turned their laden sheep to the left and followed
down the left bank of the Chandra river. Here was pasturage
and to spare of the finest fattening grass in the world, wherever
they chose to halt. There were no torrents which were not
easilly fordable in the morning, and there was not the least
fear of molestation n an uninhabited and, to the Indian
mind, most undesirable region. Past the beautiful Chandra
Lake the trade sheep marched and grazed to the plain near
Phuti Runi (Split Rock), still known as the Kanawari Plain,
corresponding to the modern Patseo in DBritish Lahul.
There the middlemen from Kanawar in Bashahr, and perhaps
from Kothi Kanawar at the head of the Parbati Valley,
met them. The big 501b. packs of salt and other merchan-
dise were unpacked, the big Tibetan sheep were shorn,
for a week or more the trading went on, and finally the little
Bashahri sheep marched off, while the Tibetan biangs or
“ trade sheep "’ returned with their packs to Rudok or Leh.
But the Kanawaris had no thought of moving through Kulu.
They went up the valley which is now blocked by the
Shigri Glacier ; across the head of the Parbati Valley, and
along the old mountain sheep route, which 1s still known
though seldom used,—always through uninhabited safety
to the Satlu) at Rampur. There they met, and let us hope
were a match for, the wily traders of the plains.”

“In 1886 the Shigri Glacier, bursting some obstruction
on the mountain top, overwhelmed the Chandra Valley,
dammed the Chandra river till it rose within a measurable
distance of the Kunzam Pass, leading into Spiti, and tinally
destroyed the old trade route. The Spiti people had
pickets out at the summit of the Pass to give warning, in
case the river rose high enough to flood the pass and flow
down to Losar, the first village in Spit1.”

‘“ There are, however, some landmarks on the old road,
which was, I suspect, abandoned more gradually than tradition
says. The Kanawaris, who speak a Tibeto-Burmese language,
closely allied to the languages of Lahul and Malana, have
left their name on the Kanawari Plam, near the modern
camping ground of Phati Runi, and the whole Parbati
Valley is known to this day as Kotlu Kuanawari, while its
inhabitants, though they have forgotten their original
language, and are rapidly becoming assimilated to the Kulu
people, are still regarded as foreigners, and often show
markedly Mongolian features.  Probably they are the
descendants of Kanawaris who gave up trade for farming
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generations ago, helore the trade road was abandonod,
But they still know the road from Pulga to Rampuy.”™

There can be little doubt that the trade road was in
use in the time of Sidh-Singh, and that the Tibetan officers,
called by the Kulu people “Piti Thakuar,” held control
of the country through which it passed.  Therr hold must
have been strengthencd by an invasion of Kulu from Ladakh,
about A.p. 1530, during the reign of Tsewang namgyal |,
by whom Kulu was subdued and its ** Chiefs were made to
feel the weight of his arm.”  Ii was probably soon after
this invasion that the Tibetan officers or petty Chiefs were
finally driven out of Kulu by Sidh-Singh, and we hear no more
of them.

Mr. Howell relates an interesting incident bearing on
the Tibetan occupation:! ¢ More than 20 years ago,” he says,
“a monk came with credentials from Lhassa addressed to
the late Thakur Hari-Singh of Lahul, and he also had in his
possession an ancient mwap of Manali and of an old Buddhist
monastery which once stood there. He stated that the monks
who occupied it had been driven out of the valley in a hurry,
and had hidden their library 1 w cave, which they had closed
by concealing the mouth with a pile of logs and sealing it
with a curse, calculated (o deter the boldest Kulu man
from interfering with the logs. = When the monk reached
Manali he went straight to the pile of logs in front of the
Manali temple, and was at once contronted with the curse,
making it impossible for him to touch them. The mystery
thus remains unsolved.  But the incident shows that monastic
chronicles confirm the general tradition of a Tibetan occupa-
lion, and Tibetan place-names are found at the head of all
the valleys—e.g., Solong in Kulu Proper; Pangchi Pass
between Rupi and Inner Saraj ; Shungchu and Tung in Inner
Saraj.  The Tibetans, however, seem never to have occupied
the lower valleys, and did not like coming below an altitude
of 9,000 or 10,000 feet, and never formed any outposts lower
than 7,000 or 8,000 feet, and these seem to have been chiefly
for the protection of the trade route. Climatic conditions
made it impossible for them to live at a lower altitude.”

Sidh-Singh died probably in A.D. 1532, and was succeeded
by his son, Bahadur-Singh.

Bahadur-Singh, c. a.p. 1532.—Bahadur-Singh  com-
pleted the subjugation of the Ranas and Thakurs which his

1J. P. H. 8., Volume VI, No. 2, page 71. A similar story is told of books heing
concealed ncar Rawalsar Lake in Mandi.
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father had begun,  Waziri-Rupt was stull in the possession
of Suket and the Thakars paid tribute.  The Raja of Suket
at that fime was Arjun-Sen who was unotorious for his
arrogance.  When the Thakurs of Waziri Rupi came to
himn with their tribute, he kept them waiting some days
hefore receiving them, and when at last he came out of his
palace he asked them grufily why the *‘crows of Rupi”
had come, and refused to grant their requests. The Rupi men
replied, ** Yes, we are crows, and we will ly away to our
own forests,” so0 on their way back they decided to offer
their allegiance to Bahadur-Singh, and presented themselves
before him at Nagar. On seeing them, DBahadur-Singh,
more politic than the ruler of Suket, asked, why the *‘ lords
of Rupi” had come to him. They replied that formerly
they were the subjects of the State, and they desired to become
so again. Thus the greater part of Waziri-Rupi was quietly
brought under control.!

Some of the petty Chiefs, however, Leld out, and Bahadur-
Singh, therefore, advanced into Rupi, and having captured
Harkandhi Kothi imprisoned the Thakur. He then went
on to KKanawar and killed the Thakur, atter which he took
possession of his estate. 'The same fate befell Chung Kothi
and its Thakur, and Bahadur-Singh then attacked Kothi
Kot-kandhi, and the Thakur of Chanwar came out to receive
the Raja, and, on a jagir being granted him, he made over the
rest of his territory and became subject. Another Thakur
in Kothi Kot-kandhi was not so subnissive. He resided
at Basa, and on Bahadur-Singh’s approach refused to go
oul to meet him and prepared for resistance. le was,
however, defeated, and fled, and Kot-kandhi fort was
captured and garrisoned with Kulu troops. The Thakur
of Basa was afterwards captured and gave in his submission,
on which Basa was granted him in jagir. DBut when he
returned home he changed his mind, and sent word that he
would neither serve nor obey the Raja. Having been
captured a second time, some one suggested that his obstinacy
was the effect of standing on his native soil. To test this
some earth was brought from Basa and spread on the ground,
and after being seated he was again asked if he was now
willing to submit.  He replied : *“ I will neither obey your
commands nor serve you.” Thereupon the Raja 1s said
to have remarked, that it was not the Thakur’s fault, but that
of the soil, for he was disobedient because he stood on his own

'J. P H, 8., Volume VII, No. 2, page 10.
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ground.! The Thakur was therefore imprisoned, and the
earth of Basa was dug up and dispersed to other villages,
presumably to destroy its malign influence.  Other lands
were then granted to the Thakur’s family.  Bahadur-
Singh then fought with the Thakur of Tandi in Bhulan
Kothi, killed him and destroyed his fort at Dharmpur,
and placed a guard at Jamser.

Thakur Haul resided in Sainsar Kothi, and some of his
brotherhood lived at Nalahar.  They offered, if a jagir
was granted them, to seize the Thakur and bring him to the
Raja, and also to persuade the people to settle down peaceably.
They said that the lower road was unsuitable for an advance,
which ought to be made by the Baijahi Pass. On Sainsar
being reached a fight took place in which Thakur Haul
was killed, and his estate was then brought under the Raja’s
control, a jagir as promised being given to the Thakur’s
relatives who had betrayed him.

In this way, after subduing the whole of Waziri-Rupi,
Bahadur-Singh settled down at Makaraha or Makarsa iu
Sainsar Kothi, which he rebuilt. It had probably been in
ruins from early times.

In the account of his journey through Kulu in August
1820, Mr. William Moorcroft, the traveller, refers to Makarsa,
which he identified with Nagar. He was evidently unaware
of the existence of the ancient town of the sarne name opposite
Bajaura. He says:? ‘““ On the 11th, we passed a house,
belonging to the Raja, on our right, situated on an eminence,
at the foot of which stood the ancient capital of Kulu, named
Makarsa. A few houses are all that remain of it, as the
removal to Sultanpur took place three centuries ago.”
Captain Harcourt also states that the old capital of the Rajas
at Nagar was termed Makarsa, though he was aware of the
existence of Makaraha. Tradition, however, does not support
this identification.  According to it, Makarsa or Magarsa
was not a town, but a tract or district of Kulu, named after
the town of Makaraha or Makarasa. The name Makarsa
was applied to the whole of Kulu State from the time of
Raja Bahadur-Singh, and the tradition finds expression in
the following popular rhyme :—

Rana, Thakur marie keru bhurasa
Makarahar basie, rag banu Makarsa

1 A similar story is told of one of the Chamba Ranas. Cf. Chamba Qazeticer,
page 176.
2 Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, page 184.
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* The Ranas and Thakurs were killed and smashed
up. Makarahar was repopulated, and the State
becamne known as Makarsa.’'!

That Nagar, the capital, was also called Makarsa is not
improbable.  An analogous case 18 that of Kashmir under
Muhammadan rule, when both the country and the capital
bore the same name, the old name of the capital—Srinagar—
having fallen into disuse. The ancient name was revived
only after the valley passed into the hands of the Sikhs.
(Vade Moorcroft, T'ravels, Volume II, page 114).

But though Nagar was the capital, Bahadur-Singh
resided chiefly at Makaraha, where he built a palace for
himself and repeopled the town, and there he died. His
immediate successors followed his example down to Raja
Jagat-Singh, who transferred the capital to Sultanpur.

The Tibetan records make no mention of the first two
capitals of Kulu. The Tinan Chronicle, completed in the
time of Bahadur-Singh, speaks of him as residing at Makarsa,
and the same is said of his successors, Pratap-Singh and
Parbat-Singh. Sultanpur is first mentioned mn the reign
of Raja Pritam-Singh under the name of Setanpur. It is
certain, however, that Nagar was the seat of government
before the transfer to Sultanpur, though the Rajas resided
chiefly at Makaraha.

Mr. G. C. L. Howell went fully into the question of the
identification of Makaraha. He says: ‘‘ There has been
much confusion regarding the site of Makaraha which the
Rev. A. H. Francke was able to clear up. The Chronicle of
Tinan (Gondla) in Lahul speaks of Bahadur-Singh as residing
at Makarsang, and this in the Bunan language of Lahul means
“ the place of Makar.”

“ All tradition in Kulu supports the statement of the
Chronicle of Tinan and of Hardyal-Singh, that Bahadur-
Singh of Kulu rebuilt the ruined town of Makaraha. This
lies on the plain on the left bank of the Bias near the debouch-
ment of the Hurla Khad, south of Nagar, and easily accessible
from Bajaura. As to Moorcroft’s identification of Nagar
with Makarsa, he only casually looked at the place from the
other side of the river, and might quite easily have failed
to catch what was said to him, or he was misinformed."

I drchmological Survey Report, 1907-08, page 208,
»
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‘ Bahadur-Singh and his descendants used to like to
live there, and imagine that they were descended from the
great kings who built the town. Makaraha was no doubt
a convenient place of residence for Bahadur-Singh, during
the time that his generals were campaigning in Saraj. He
never took the field himself apparently, and as long as the
right bank of the Sainj Nala was occupied by his troops he
would be quite safe and in touch at once with Nagar and with
the army in the field.”

‘““ Most unfortunately some British official, with un-
pardonable iconoclasm, used most of the beautiful stone
carvings of Makaraha to build the bridge over the Bias
at Dalasni, which was washed away : as well as some other
bridges. But enough remains to show that the place was
founded by some civilized dynasty, which had attained to
a very high order of art: for the stone work is really very
beautiful. It seems probable that one highly advanced
civilization was responsible for the beautiful carvings of
old Makaraha ; of Hat, in its immediate neighbourhood,
near Bajaura, and of Nast near Jagat-sukh. At any
rate the connection between these carvings is well worthy
of the attention of archmologists, and the sites would pro-
bably repay excavation.”

Having taken up his residence at Makaraha after the
conquest of the Parbati Valley, Bahadur-Singh next took
in hand the overthrow of the Ranas and Thakurs who still
held Saraj. He advanced against Kothi Sainsar, where
he was opposed by two or three Thakurs, all of whom were
killed and their States occupied. Banogi near Larji was
the next to he attacked, and that also fell into his hands.
He granted some lands to the relatives of the Thakur, and
destroyed the thana at Banogi, built by the former rulers,
which is called *‘ thana ”’ to this day, and is the house of the
present Thakur.  Bahadur-Singh then went to Nohanda
through Sirikot, and took possession of 1t after killing the
Thakur. Kothi Bunga fell into his hands in the same
manner. Kothi Sarchi was the next to be attacked, but the
Thakur submitted and received a jagir. He then pushed
on to Ramngarh and attacked and killed the Thakur of that
place, after which the surrounding country fell into his hands.
Kothi Chahni followed ; all the Thakurs of that place being

killed in battle.
In the possession of a Thakur family at Ladhyara, in
Kothi Bhalan, is an old document said to have been granted
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to the ancestor of the family by Raja Bahadur-Singh, which
throws an interesting light on the events of the time, and of
which a translation has already been given.!

The date of the document is probably Sh. 9 = a. p.
1533, which would place it near the beginning of Bahadur-
Singh’s reign, and though there is some doubt regarding its
genuineness, ‘‘ there can be no doubt,” says Mr. Howell
“ that it correctly describes the conquest of part of Lower
Sara).”” It is in the possession of a lineal descendant of
the Thakur, named Hathi, referred to, who still resides at
Ladhyara on the family lands, but the family is not respected
by the other Thakurs. As the worship of Raghunath
(Rama) was not introduced into Kulu till the reign of Raja
Jagat-Singh (a.p. 1637—72) the document cannot be ac-
cepted as genuine, but there can be little doubt that it cor-
rectly describes the manner in which Bahadur-Singh con-
ducted his campaigns.

It is probable that an accession of territory, to which
a reference occurs in the Mandi annals, was also made In the
later years of Bahadur-Singh.  After the conquest of
Waziri-Parol, Waziri-Rupi and half of Inner Saraj, there
still remained the small kingdom of Lag, on the right bank
of the Bias, founded by the descendants of the parohit of
Raja Parbat-Sen of Suket. It included Waziri Lag-Sari
and Lag-Maharaja, from the Phojal Nala to Bajaura, also
the tract now called Saraj-Mandi and half of Inner Saraj,
as well as the north-west portion of Quter Saraj, and a
small part of Chhota-Bangahal. The Mandi records state
that Sahib-Sen of that State (c. A.p. 1554—1575) com-
bined with Jagat-Singh of Kulu in an invasion of Lag. Jagat-
Singh, however, was not a contemporary of Sahib-Sen,
whose reign was synchronous with that of Bahadur-Singh
and Partap-Singh. On that occasion the portions of Inner
and Outer Saraj held by Lag were annexed to Kulu; and
Mandi seized the tract now called Saraj-Mandi. As the
result of a subsequent invasion of Lag, probably in the
same reigns, Mandi obtained the districts of Sanor and Badar,
while Kulu took Pirkot, Madanpur and twelve neighbouring
villages. The Lag State then probably became tributary to
Kulu.?

This is, incidentally, corroborated by a title-deed issued
by Bahadur-Singh in a.p. 1559 to Ramapati, the Rajaguru

'} Vide pages 28—9 of Volume I.
8 Cf. J. P. H. 8., Volume V], No. 1, page 8. 9
F
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of Chamba, granting him a piece of land in sasan, or free
hold, in the neighbourhood of Hatta or Hat, at the conflu-
ence of the Rupareri and Bias rivers near Bajaura. Hat
must originally have been in Lag State, and presumably
had been annexed to Kulu by Bahadur-bmgh 1

It is also possible that Sultanpur was founded by Baha-
dur-Singh, though local tradition assigns its foundation to
Sultan-Chand, brother of Jog-Chand, the last Raja of Lag,
who was subdued by Jagat-Singh (a.n. 1637—1672). Ac-
cording to one local tradition, Sultanpur was founded by
one Sultan-Singh, and Dhalpur, the suburb on the right
bank of the Sarvari Nala, by Dhal-Singh.2

Now, in the copper-plate referred to, Bahadur-Singh
is called *‘ Suratrana Raja,” that is, * Sultan Raja,” and
the fact that this name was actually in use is known tradi-
tionally in Kulu. It is therefore possible that Bahadur-
Singh was also called * Sultan-Singh,” and as Lag was
tributary to him he may have conquered or acquired the
site, and founded the town of Sultanpur. But, as we know,
he resided at Makaraha, and died there.

In 8. 35=a4.D. 1559, towards the end of Bahadur Singh’s
reign, a marriage alliance took place between the royal families
of Kulu and Chamba, of which we possess an interesting
record in the form of a copper-plate title deed already referred
to. This deed was granted by Bahadur-Singh to Rama-
pati, the Raja-guru or spiritual-preceptor of the Chamba
Chief, presumably in recognition of his services in negotiating
the marriage, to which much importance was evidently
attached by the Kulu Raja. The Raja of Chamba of the
time was, probably, Ganesh-Varman, and the bridegroom
Partap Singh, his son and heir, to whom three Kulu
Princesses were married at the same time. The fact of
such a marriage need cause no surprise, as it was not an
uncommon practice among the Hill Rajputs for two or
more sisters to be married at the same time and to the
same person.?

The title-deed conferred on Ramapati various grants of
land and other boons, which were to be enjoyed by him
and his offspring *‘ for as long as the moon, the sun, the
polar star and the earth shall endure.” The descendants

Y drcheological Survey Report, 1902-03, pages 265-66.
* Ibid, pages 262-63.
8 Ilid, pages 261—69.
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of Ramapsti still hold the office of Raja-quru, and their
family is one of the first in Chamba, but the lands con-
veyed to their ancestor by the bounty of Bahadur-Singh
have long since passed into other hands. The title-deed
is dated in the Shastra year 85 = A.p. 1559, which was
probably the year of Bahadur-Singh’s death, though the
vernacular history places that event in a.p. 1569.

Bahadur-Singh was succeeded by Partap-Singh (A.D.
1559—1575) ; Parbat-Singh (a.p. 1575—1608) ;: Prithi-Singh
(a.n0. 1608—1635), and Kalian-Singh (a.p. 1635—1637),
the last named being a brother of the previous Raja. Of
the events of these reigns we unfortunately have no records.
They synchronized with the reigns of Akbar, Jahangir and
the early part of Shahjahan’s reign.

Though no mention of the Mughals is found in the
Chronicle, it is probable that Kulu, like most of the other
Hill States, came under Mughal control in Akbar’s reign.
In this connection reference may be made to the associa-
tion of Akbar’s name with the temple of the god Jamlu
in the village of Malana, on the Malana Nala,—a branch of
the Parbati river. Briefly told, the story is that a sadhu,
or religious mendicant, received two pice on his visit to
Malana from the treasury of the local deity. On arriving
at Delhi the pice were taken from him in name of a poll-
tax, and thus found their way into the Imperial treasury.
Qoon afterwards Akbar, it is said, became afflicted with
leprosy, and on inquiry the Brahmans told him that an
insult had been offered to Jamlu, and the two pice must be
restored if he wished to recover. On search being made in
the treasury the two pice were found stuck together, and
Akbar was told to take them in person to Malana and restore
them to the god. A compromise was made by the Em-
peror sending them, along with various images in gold and
gilver of himself and his court, which were presented to Jamlu,
and thus his wrath was appeased and Akbar recovered.
Every year in Phagun at the annual festival these images
are brought out, so that Akbar may do homage to Jamlu.
It has even been said that Akbar visited Malana, but this
we may safely assume is incorrect.!

LCf. J. P. H. 8., Volume 1V, No. 2, pages 98—111, from which it appears that
Akbar is now the objeot of worship, though he originally appeared (by proxy) as a
suppliant before the shrine of Jamlu.
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The Rajas who followed Bahadur-Singh continued to
recide at Makaraha, though Nagar seems to have been
regarded as the capital of the State.

Jagat-Singh (a.p. 1637—1672).—Jagat Singh was one
of the most notable of the Kulu Chiefs, and during his reign
the kingdom was further enlarged and consolidated.  For
some time after his accession he continued to reside at
Makaraha, and from there he directed his conquest of Outer
Saraj and the territory on the right bank of the Bias, still
under the rule of Lag.

In the beginning of Jagat-Singh’s reign an incident oc-
curred which had important political consequences. A
Brahman residing at Tippari between Chaman and Jhari
was said to have a patha (1.e., about three pounds) of pearls.
The Raja sent to demand the pearls and met with a refusal.
He was on his way to Manikarn, and at Sarsari he again
sent to the Brahman for the pearls. Being angry the latter
replied that he would produce them on the Raja’s return
from Manikarn, but on the approach of the royal party
he set fire to his house, and perished with all his family.
The ruins are still shown. The Raja then went on to
Makaraha, and on food being set before him it all turned to
worms.!  This caused much alarm, and a Brahman of
reputed piety was sent for from Suket, who came unwillingly.
On the matter being laid before him, he told the Raja that it
had been revealed to him in a dream that the sin of Brahman-
murder could be expiated only by bringing the image of
Raghunathji from Oudh,® and making a surrender of the
kingdom to that deity. On hearing this Jagat-Singh ordered
the Brahman, named Damodar, to bring the image. Now
Damodar had a gutka-sidh, or ball used by devotees, which,
on being put in the mouth, made the bearer invisible. He
went to Oudh—probably the ec¢ity of Ajudhya—and
lived a long time in the temple waiting for an opportunity
to carry off the image. Having at last secured it, he put the
gutka-sidh in his mouth and at once reached Hardwar. On
the theft being discovered, one of the temple attendants, who
also had a gutka-sidh, started in pursuit, and arrived at
Hardwar, where he found Damodar worshipping the image.
Being challenged with the theft, he replied that he had not
stolen the god, as it was at the latter’s own request that he

} A similar story is told of Raja Sansar-Chand of Kangra to account for his
removal from Tira Sujanpur to Alampur.

! Probably the city of Ayodhya is indicated, now Ajudhyas.
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was being taken to Raja Jagat-Singh of Kulu. “If I do
not speak the truth,” said Damodar, * take the god back
if you can.” The Oudh Brahman then tried to lift the i image,
but in vain, while Damodar raised it with one hand. Being
satisfied, the Oudh Brahman returned empty-handed, and
Damodar brought the image to Makaraha. There Jagat-
Singh formally conveyed his realm to the god, by placing
the image on the gaddi, and henceforth the Rajas of Kulu
regarde«% themselves as only the vice-regents of Raghunath
(Rama), and as ruling only in his name. A great feast or
yagya! was also held on the occasion. A similar transfer of
the kingdom to a god took place in Mandi about the same
time, in the reign of Suraj-Sen, a.p. 1687—64. In this
way the curse was removed, and in gratitude Damodar
was granted 84 coolie loads of goods and also a temple at
Bhuin village with all its rights.  Jagat-sukh Kothi was also
made dharmarth, that is, made over as a religious gift
in the name of the god. Jagat-Singh also ordered one
rupee and two copper coins to be placed daily before the
god, and gave orders that this money was to be put aside
and sent every year to Ajudhya.

As we have aheadv seen, the first invasion of Lag
probably took place in the reign of Partap-Singh.  But
although much of the territory was then lost, the Rajas of
Lag continued to hold the rest of the State down to the reigh
of Jagat-Singh. It included the whole of Lag proper;
Kodh-Sawar of Chhota-Bangahal ; and all the slopes to the
Uhl river from the outer I-hmalaya, the upper part of which
ISS now known as Chuhar—originally a part of Bangahal

tate.

Jagat-Singh invaded Lag in conjunction with the Raja
of Mandi, probably Suraj-Sen.  After the conquest Mandi
took Chuhar, and all the rest seems to have gone to Kulu.
The Lag State was then ruled by two brothers, one of whom,
Jai-Chand or Jog-Chand, resided at Dughi-Lag, and the other,
Sultan-Chand, at Sultanpur, which, according to tradition,
was founded by and named after him. Jagat-Singh in-
vaded Lag, and his advance was made by way of Dhalpur,
near Sultanpur, where he attacked Sultan-Chand. The
latter was a renowned warrior, and a large cave is still shown
on a mountain near Sultanpur, as the favourite hiding-
place of the two brothers, when carrying on a guerilla war

! 8kr. yajna, ‘' a sacrifice,”
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against Jagat-Singh. At last Sultan-Chand is said to have
had his head severed from his body in battle, but it remained
in place, and he went on fighting till he reached the Padhka,—
a kind of pillar in Sultanpur,—where the head fell off and
he died.! Traditionally, however, Jai or Jog-Chand is said
to have been the hero of this incident. However this may
be, the second brother was also soon afterwards killed, and
the whole territory of Lag was then annexed to Mandi and
Kulu as already related, probably about A.p. 1650—55.

Jagat-Singh’s attack upon the Lag State is fully cor-
roborated by one of the farmans already referred to, addres-
sed to him by Dara Shikoh in the year a.m. 1067 = a.p.
1657.2 In this document it is stated that Jagat-Singh had
taken possession of the State of Jog-Chand after the latter’s
demise, and carried captive some of his relatives, knowing them
to be under the protection of the Emperor. He is enjoined
to surrender the tract seized, and ‘‘if from obstinacy and
imprudence he defers releasing Jog-Chand’s grandson
and giving up the district, an order will be issued to Raja,
Rajrup................ Jahangir Quli Beg and the Faujdar
of Jammu, that they should go up to the districts of his
Zumandary and annihilate him.” Raja Rajrup was the Raja
of Nurpur and son of Raja Jagat-Singh of that State, and
not an uncle of Jaswant-Singh of Jodhpur as 1s stated in the
Siurmur State Gazetteer ; Jahangir Quli Beg may have been
the Kiladar of Kangra, who resided in the Kangra Fort.

Jagat-Singh did not comply with the royal command.
He had probably heard rumours of the impending conflict
between Dara Shikoh and his three brothers, and felt himself
safe in disregarding the order.

Having thus subdued the whole of the Upper Kulu
Valley, Jagat-Singh transferred the capital from Nagar to
Sultanpur, probably about a.p. 1660, and built a palace for
himself and a temple for Raghunathji. Thereafter he re-
sided alternately at Sultanpur, Nagar and Thawa—the last-
named place being above Nagar. It is now a heap of ruins,
and tradition says that Nagar Castle was built with the stones
from Thawa.

Makaraha was then abundoned, and probably soon fell
into decay. It had enjoyed great prosperity during the

! A similar story is related by the bards of Gugga Chauhan, a deified hero—also called
Mundlikh—who is warshipped in the hills,

?* Archeolegical Survey Reyport, 1907-08, page 268,
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reign of Jagat-Singh, who erected a temple there to Rama
and deposited in it a Murli (flute) which he had obtained
from Ayudhya. The following couplet is also interesting
as showing the prosperous condition of the place : —

Makarahar Ajodhyapuri manohem Braj ki rit
Jagat-Singh Maharaj ki Srv Ragho-ji sen prit.

‘“ Makarahar is another Ayodhya and is the counterpart
of Braj (tract round Mathura). Maharaja Jagat-Singh

18 devoted to the illustrious Raghuji (t.e., Rama-
Chandra).”?

Of the thirteen farmans referred to, twelve are addres-
sed to Jagat -Singh between a.p. 1650 and 1658.2 In them
he is called ‘ Zamindar of Kulu, ’and is only once styled Raja.
One of the farmans is from Aurang7eb in which Jagat- bmgh
is spoken of as ‘ well-established in his royal ways.” He
gent presents of hawks and falcons to Delhi, and deputed his
gon as a hostage at the Imperial Court. In the farman
referred to, Jagat-Singh was asked to join hands with Dhan-
Chand Kahluria of Bilaspur, in order to close the roads through
the hills against Sulaiman Shikoh, son of Dara Shikoh, who
sought to rejoin hisg father.® The latter had fled to the Panjab,
after his defeat by Aurangzeb and Murad Bakhsh at the
battle of Samugarh in aA.p. 1658.—Vide Bernier's I oyages,
Volume I, pages 84 ff ; also Manucci, Volume I, page 271.

An amusing tradition has come down about Jagat-Singh
and a Brahman sadhwi, who lived in a small forest, called
Nagar-Jhir forest, near Nagar and Thawa. The Raja went
to visit the saint, who changed himself into a tiger ; but not
being in the least afraid, Jagat-Singh lifted the tiger off the
ground. At this the tlger was pleased, and, patting the Raja,
again changed himself into a sadhu. He made Jagat-Singh
his disciple, and put a garland round his neck, at the
same time giving him the god Narsingh to worship. He
then added, * You are of the Kshatri caste, so you should
have one bird shot every day and cooked and then offered
to the god ; after which half is to be given to my disciple,
and the other part you should eat yourself.” He also said,
‘““ Bight of your descendants will reign at Makaraha and the
ninth at Pandori; after that whoever obeys Raghunath the
most will be king.”

1 Archeolcgical Survey Report, 1907-08, page 270.

2 Ibid., 1907-08, page 268.

* A similar order was sent to Raja Subhag Parkaesh of Sirmour and to Raja
Rajrup Singh of Nurpur. Cf, Sirmur Gazeifeer, page 18.
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It appears that most of Outer Saraj was still in the pos-
gession of Suket and Bashahr, so Jagat-Singh went there
with his army and captured the forts of Naraingarh, Sirigarh
and Himri, and annexed them to the State. He died soon
afterwards, having reigned about 35 years.

Bidhi-Singh  (c. a.p. 1672).—Jagat-Singh had three
sons, Hari-Singh, Bidhi-Singh and Fakir-Singh. Hari-Singh
was killed, probably in battle, and Bidhi-Singh succeeded on
his father’s death. Fakir-Singh went to Delhi probably
as a hostage for the State, in accordance with the practice
initiated by Akbar.

Bidhi-Singh is said to have extended the boundaries of
the kingdom in every direction at the expense of his neigh-
bours. In his reign the Satluj became the State boundary
to the south, and some of the small principalities of the
Simla Hills—as now known—are said to have been subdued.
Towards the north he, about a.p. 1670—80, advanced into
Upper Lahul and freed it from Ladakh, to which it, as well as
Kulu, had been trvibutary from a.p.1125—50. This was
probably rendered easy in consequence of the invasion of
Ladakh by Eastern Tibet in a.p. 1646-47,1 which greatly
weakened the power of the former State. As we have seen,
the main Chandrabhaga Valley, especially on the left bank,
from the junction of the two rivers had been under Chamba
from early times. Traditions to this effect exist in the valley,
and the people of Ghushal say that they owned a copper-
plate deed granted by a Chamba Raja, which was lost when
the Upper Valley passed under the rule of Kulu, in the time
of Bidhi-Singh. Lahul is named in the Chronicle among the
places conquered by him, and Thirot, which marks the bound-
ary between Kulu and Chamba at the present time, is specified
as coming under the control of Kulu. In one account it is
stated that Lahul was transferred to Kulu as dowry with a
Chamba princess, but this is improbable, as territory is seldom,
if ever, given on such occasions. The conclusion we arrive
at i3, that Bidhi-Singh invaded Lahul and expelled Ladakh
influence from the Upper Valley, and also acquired the main
valley down to the present boundary from Chamba, either
by conquest or private arrangement.

Bidhi-Singh also annexed the Kothis of Dhaul, Kot-
kandhi and Baramgarh in Outer Saraj, after taking them
from Bashahr. He died in a.n. 1688.

1 Cf. Francke, Western Tibet, page 104 et seq., Cf, Chamba Gazetteer, page 94.
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Man-Singh (a.v. 1688).—Under Man-Singh the Kulu
State reached the zenith of its power. In the early part of
his reign he invaded Mandi and conquered the country as far
as Drang salt-mines. The rani of Mandi, it is said, then fell
at his feet and he relinquished his conquests. The Mandi
records, however, state that he was defeated and driven
back.! This event is said to have taken place in the rei
of Gur-Sen of Mandi, but it may have been somewhat later.
A dagger was presented on this occasion by Man-Singh to
the Mandi Raja, which is still preserved in the State Ar-
moury at Mandi.

Man-Singh completed the taluka of Outer Saraj, as it
now exists, by taking the present Kulu Kothi of Pandrabis
from Bashahr, and he built the forts of Pandrabis, Dab-
kopochka and Tangusta.

About a.p. 1700, Man-Singh again took the field
against Mandi in consequence of the invasion of Bangahal.
This was an ancient principality with the capital at Bir-
Bangahal, and it embraced most of the country along the
gouthern outskirts of the Dhaula Dhar, between Kangra and
Kulu, as far south as the Bias. It also included the district
of Bara-Bangahal in the head waters of the Ravi, to the north
of the Dhaula Dhar. Some time previous to this the most
southerly ilagas, containing the salt mines of Guma and
Drang, had been seized by Mandi, and Sidh-Sen of that
State now cast covetous eyes on the rest of the State, which
he sought to add to his dominions by treachery. Prithi-Pal,
the Raja of Bangahal, was his son-in-law, and the latter’s
sister was married to Man-Singh of Kulu.2

Prithi-Pal was invited to Mandi on the pretext of seekin
his assistance against Suket, and on his arrival was receiveg
with every mark of honour, but a month afterwards he was
inveigled into the Damdama palace and murdered. Sidh-Sen
then sent an army against Bangahal, but Prithi-Pal’s mother,
who was still alive, appealed to Man-Singh of Kulu for help.
He set out with a force by way of the Sari Pass and captured
the fort of Ratnagir. At the end of the campaign Bara-
Bangahal and Chhota-Bangahal, except a part of Bir-Banga-
hal, were also annexed to Kulu. Man-Singh then returned to
Sultanpur where he remained for some time, but after an
agreement with Ladakh he marched through Lahul, and fixed

1 J.P. H. 8., Volume VII, No. 1, pages 14-15.
? Jbid., page 16,
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the boundary with that State, probably at the Lingti Plain,
where it still is. Being then near the borders of Spiti he
invaded the country, and compelled the people to pay tribute,
and then returned to Kulu. After that, Spiti seems to have
been tributary to Kulu State for some time. His next
expedition was towards the south. Passing through Saraj
he crossed the Satluj and seized Shangri, which was then
held by a Thakur, to whom he assigned a jagir, and annexed
the country.

He built the fort of Kalgarh, and after making a deduc-
tion from the revenue of Shangn for servants, etc., he fixed
a payment of Rs. 100 per annum only. He also built forts at
Sirikot, Salachani, Ratu, Rararna and Pagi, and took tribute
from Kotgarh, Kamharsen and Balsan.

Soon afterwards Mand: invaded Kulu, and Garhchula,
Madanpur, Bisturi and Tarapur were attacked. On Man-
Singh’s advance the invaders retreated and were pursued
as far as Guma and Drang, both of which places were occupied.
Man-Singh then advanced to Dhangri where he remained till
the Mandi Raja came to terms, and presented a large sum of
money, on which the country was restored and the Kulu
force retired. The Raja built a palace at Ratah village.

Man-Singh’s reign came to a tragic end. Having fallen
in love with the wife of the Rana of Kamharsen, her husband
enticed him across the Satluj to Sirikot, unguarded, where
he was set upon by Bashahris and killed. During his rule
Kulu had become a powerful State, embracing an area of
at least 10,000 square miles. In addition to Kulu proper,
it comprised Upper Lahul, Bara and a part of Chhota-Banga-
hal, while towards the south it extended nearly to Simla! and
to the town of Mandi.

Raj-Singh (a.p. 1719).—Raj-Singh’s reign seems te have
been uneventful, for there is practically nothing recorded
regarding it. It was about this time that Gobind Singh—the
tenth Sikh Guru—visited Kulu, it is said, to ask assistance
against the Muhammadans. The Raja seems to have been
unfavourably disposed towards the Guru, and treated him
inhospitably. On being asked to perform a miracle, the
Guru drew out his own beard to a great length, on which
the Raja breathed out a flame which consumed the Guru’s
beard. The Guru was also imprisoned in an iron cage, but
he caused hiself to be carried through the air, cage and all

1 Shangri State to the east of the Satluj was then Kulu territory.
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to Mandi, where he was courteously entertained by Sidh-Sen,
the raler of that State.l

Raj-Singh’s reign was a short one, and he died about
A.p. 1781, and was succeeded by his son, Jai-Singh.

Jai-Singh  (a.p. 1731).—During the early part of this
reign the Wazir of the State was one Kalu of Diyar, whose
descendants still live in Kulu. For some reason unknown
the Raja was displeased with him and expelled him from th;
country. He retired to Kareti, a village above Kepu on the
left bank of the Satlu), and stirred up a revolt. The State
ofticials were seized and thrown from the high rocks of Sewda
in Saraj, at a place called Paldhag. On hearing of the revolt,
Jai-Singh fled to Lahore, accompanied by 500 men, probably
for the purpose of appealing to the Mughal Viceroy. Hearing
of this, Shamsher-Sen of Mandi invaded the State and took
possession of Chuhar iaga, which with only one short interval
has been Mandi territory ever since. Jai-Singh is said to
have been a handsome man, and when in Lahore the
Nawab’s daughter saw himn and wanted to marry him.3
On her father approaching the Raja on the subject, he became
alarmed and fled by night with 50 of his men, leaving the
others to take back his property to Kulu.

Jai-Singh did not return to Kulu, and wrote to his
brother, Tedhi-Singh, that he had gone on pilgrimage to the
holy places. He went to Oudh and lived at Ramdarbar,?
devoting himself to the worship of Raghunath till his death.

Tedhi-Singh (A.D. 1742).—On receiving his brother’s
letter, Tedhi-Singh assumed the government of the State,
but many of the people refused to acknowledge him, pro-
bably in the expectatiun that Jai-Singh would return.

About that time a band of wandering Beragis or Hindu
ascetics had come to Kulu, and Tedhi-Singh gradually en-
listed them in his service as a body-guard, to the number, it is
said, of one thousand. Having them entirely under his own
control as a band of mercenaries, he decided on a drastic
procedure in order to establish his authority. The ring-
leaders of the opposition were inveigled into the palace on
gome pretext, and their liquor being drugged, the mercen-
aries fell upon them and put three hundred and sixty of them
to death.

1 Vigne, T'ravels, Volume I, pages 99-100.

1 A gimilar story is told of Raja Dhiraj-Pal of Basohli. Cf. J. P. H. 8., Volume
1V, No. 2, page 91.

8 Probably & Rama shrine in Ayudhya.
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This crime, however, falled of its object, and only re.
sulted in another outbreak, of a still more serious character,
led by a Sanyasi faqir, clahning to be Raja Jai-Singh returned
from exile. This 1mpostor bore a strong resemblance to
the Raja, and had formed a connection with a Hindu dancing
girl, who had been with Jai-Singh in Kulu, and had accom-
panied him in his flight to Lahore. With her assistance
he managed to angwer questions in such a way as to deceive
the people of Saraj and Rupi. The revolt seems to have lasted
for some time, till Jai-Singh died, and the men who had been
with him to the end, and had burnt his body, returned to
Kulu. The impostor wag then exposed and killed. Tedhi-
Singh was a contemporary of Raja Ghamand-Chand of
Kangra, grandfather of Raja Sansar-Chand, and it must
have been during hig reign that the invasion of Kulu, refer-
red to by Moorcroft, took place. On that occasion the images
on the Bajaura temple were mutilated, probably by Muham-
madan mercenaries in the pay of the Katoch Chief.1

On the decline of Mughal power and the cession of the
Panjab to Ahmad Shah Durani, the latter, in a.p. 1758,
appointed Raja Ghamand-Chand to the office of Governor
of the Jalandhar Doab, who also sought to acquire the supre-
macy over the whole of the Kangra group of States. In this
design, however, he was thwarted by the Sikh inroads into
the hills, which began soon after 1760: and in the general
confusion most of the Hills States recovered their independ-
ence.

Tedhi-Singh had no legitimate son, but there were three
sons by concubines, named Pritan-Singh. Charan- Singh and
Prem-Singh.

Pritam  Singh (a.p. 1767).—On his tfather’s death
Pritam-Singh was recognized as Raja. Soon after hisaccession
he invaded Mandi and recovered the forts of Deogarh
Mastpur, Sari and Amargarh.

Pritam-Singh’s reign seems to have been on the whole
uneventful and prosperous, but plots were, as we know,
heing hatched against him, of which he was probably ig-
norant. In the Chamba archives there exists an agreement
in Tankari between Raja Shamsher-Sen of Mandi ; his son,
Mian Surma-Sen ; Raja Sansar-Chand of Kangra and Raja
Raj-Singh of Chamba, to attack Makarsa (Kulu) and seize

1 Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, page 170.
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Bangahal, and divide it equally among them, each taking
the portion nearest to his own territory. The document is
dated 1 Magh Vik. 1834 = A.p. 1778.}

From this 1t would appear that Bungahal was theu in
the hands of Kulu, and the three States—Mandi, Kangra,
and Chamba—agreed to seize it. Chamba territory then
embraced the southern outskirts of the Dhaula Dhar, in the
Kangra Valley, ag far east as the borders of Bir-Bangahal ;
and the Pathyar Fort, near Palampur, was garrisoned by
Chamba troops. It was easy, therefore, for the Chamba
Chief to invade Bir-Bangahal, and this he seems to have
done. A letter exists from Pritam-Singh of Kulu to Raj-
Singh of Chamba, complaining that Bangahal had been occu-
pied, and asking for its restoration. The Wazir of Kulu,
named Bhag-Chand, had also been captured, and his release
was agsked. This request was not complied with, for another
letter, dated in 1878, states that two men—Tulsi-Ram and
Jagsi-Ram—had become security for the payment of
Rs. 15,000 for Bhag-Chand’s release. Presumably he was then
set at liberty.2

At alater date another agreement was entered into against
Kulu, between Chamba, Mandi and Kahlur (Bilaspur), to
invade and conquer Makarsa (Kulu), and divide the country
equally among them. It is dated in A.p. 1786. Nothing
geers to have come of this agreement. [t was the year in
which Sansar-Chand acquired possession of Kangra Fort
and assumed the supremacy over the Hill States, and the
hill Chiefs were probably too much concerned for their own
territories to think of making inroads on one another.

With the acquisition of Kangra Fort,® Sansar-Chand
was left free to prosecute his ambitious designs, and hence-
forth for more than twenty years there was no peace in the
hills. His grandfather, Ghamand-Chand, had raised a
force of 4,000 men—composed chiefly of Rohillas, Afghans
and Rajputs—drawn from the Dellu and Afghan armies,
to whom he gave liberal allowances, and Tegh-Chand, his
father, continued the same policy. At his accession, Sansar-
Chand thus had a force of trained men with which it was
hopeless for any of the hill Chiefs to cope. They were all,
therefore, forced to submit to his control, pay him tribute,
and send contingents for his military expeditions. In 1792

1 Chamba M useum Calalogue, page 69, c. 18.
3 Jbid., page 69, c. 18, 19and c. 27 ; also page 71, c. 39.
8 Cf. Moorcroft, Travels, Volumeo I, page 127.
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he invaded Mandi, and seized three districts, one of which,
Chuhar, he gave to Kulu, but it was at a later date restored to

Mandi.

Kulu does not seem to have been interfered with by
Sansar-Chand to the same extent as some of the other States.
Its isolated position in the high mountains was probably its
protection. Pritam-Singh had a long reign, and was still in

ower as late as 1801, when he addressed a letter to Raja
Jit-Singh of Chamba, promising assistance in a united attack
upon Kangra.! By that time Sansar-Chand’s high-handed
treatment of the hill Chiefs had aroused bitter resentment
against him, and many of them were ready to assist in his
overthrow, but distrust of one another prevented combined
action. Pritam-Singh died about A.p. 1806 and was suec-
ceeded by his son, Bikrama-Singh.

Bikrama-Singh (A.p. 1806).—In the early part of this
reign Mandi invaded the State, and retook the forts of Deo-

garh, Mastpur and Sart.

Previous to this the Gurkhas had conquered the hill
country north-west of Nepal, as far as the Satluj, and Kulu
paid tribute to them for Shangri, and to Sansar Chand for
Kulu itself. The Gurkhas entertained the hope of conquering
the western hills as far as Kashmir, but were for a time kept
in check by the Katoch Chief. In 1806, however, the feel-
ing of resentment against Sansar Chand reached a climax
in consequence of his attack upon Kahlur (Bilaspur), and a
confederacy of all the Hill States as far west as the Ravi was
formed against him. Communications were opened with
the Gurkha leader, Amar-Singh Thapa, and he agreed to cross
the Satluj and invade Kangra. Moorcroft states that the
Katoch army had been weakened by the dismissal of old
mercenaries, and the engagement of less etficient men on
smaller pay.? However this may be, Sansar-Chand was
defeated and sought refuge in Kangra Fort. After holding
out for four years, he in despair asked help from Ranjit-Singh,
the cost of which was the loss of the fort and the independ-
ence of his kingdom. In this subjection Kulu and all the
other Hill States were included. Soon afterwards, probably
in 1810, a Sikh force advanced into the Kulu Valley to de-
mand tribute, which was paid to the amount of Rs. 40,000.
Three years later a second demand was made, and not being

' Chamba Museum Catalogue, page 13, c. 51.
? Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, page 129,
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complied with, an army under Diwan Mokham-Chand entered
the valley by the Dulchi Pass, and the amount of Rs. 50,000
being still refused, the Sikhs plundered the capital and looted
the treasury. The Raja fled up the mountains to Bangla
village, but ultimately had to pay a much larger sum to free
the country from the invaders. The total amount is said to
have been three lakhs of rupees, of which one lakh was given
as a bribe to Mohkam-Chand.

Bikrama-Singh is said to have ruled for eleven years,
and may have died about 1816.

Ajit-Singh (a.p. 1816).—Ajit-Singh was the son of a
concubine, but in the absence of a direct heir was acknow-
ledged as Raja, and was installed by the Raja of Mandi
acting by deputy. This right had been claimed and exercised
for some time by Sansar-Chand as lord-paramount ; and
though his suzerainty had passed away, he was annoyed
that the ceremony of investiture should have been performed
by another. He therefore stirred up Kishan-Singh, the
Raja’s uncle, to dispute the succession. His claim was sup-
ported by the ranis, but the people disapproved, and Kishan-
Singh then fled to Kangra. With the assistance of Sansar-
Chand he collected a force and advanced into Kulu. Ajit-
Singh was defeated, and fled to Mandi, but returned with a
force, and Kishan-Singh was overpowered and made prisoner,
with all his men, by the combined Mandi and Kulu army.
The Katoch men were stripped naked and left to find their
way home over the mountains in this condition. As a re-
ward for his services the Mandi Raja claimed the restoration
of two forts and the ilaga of Chuhar, which had been in the
possession of Kulu for some time.

Kishan-Singh soon afterwards died, and a boy was put
forward by his supporters as his posthumous son, of whom
further mention will be made.

Some time in 1816-17 the ex-Amir of Kabul, Shah
Shuja, passed down through Kulu into British territory.
After his flight from Lahore in 1815, he found an asylum in
Kashtwar for two years, and on Ranpt Singh hearing of his
whereabouts, and demanding his surrender, he fled over the
high ranges into Zanskar, and by the Baralacha and Rotang
Passes into Kulu. On learmno that Shah Shuja had been
allowed to escape, Ranjit- SmOh imposed a fine of Rs. 80,000
on Kulu, which was paid. Tn his diary Shah Shuja says that
the Kulu people treated him very inhospitably.

G
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Mr. Moorcroft was the first European to visit Kulu
on his way to Ladakhin 1820.! On reaching Mandi he was
refused permission by the Sikhs to proceed further, and went
to Lahore to wait on Ranjit-Singh. Armed with the neces-
sary order he returned by Nadaun and Tira-Sujanpur, where
he was the guest of Raja Sansar-Chand. On his further
journey he passed through Baijnath and Guma, and over the
Bajaura or Dulchi Pass into Kulu. Of the Raja he thus
speaks : * The Raja of Kulu, Ajit-Singh, is at present a
boy of less than ten years of age, and the affairs of the Raj
are administered by the Wazir, Sobha Ram, who appears
to be a plain, intelligent man. He complains bitterly of the
tyranny and exactions of Ranjit, and, in common with all the
hiil Chiefs, is desirous of being taken under British protection :
he has paid rather dearly for his attachment to us.”

Moorcroft ulso states that in the Nepalese war Kulu
was called upon for some co-operation, which was afforded,
and the Wazir acting as regent received a present of five
thousand rupees. Ranjit-Singh thereupon fined him fifty
thousand for accepting the remuneration and for interfering
in the war.

For nearly twenty years after Mr. Moorcroft's visit,
things seem to have moved on quietly in Kulu; the year]y
tribute was duly paid, and there was no excuse for invading
the State. In 1839 a force was sent against Mandi under
General Ventura, which met with little opposition, and the
Raja was captured and sent a prisoner to Amritsar. After
Mandi had been subdued a portion of the Sikh army under
the Sindhanwala Sirdars was detached for the invasion of
Kulu.2 No opposition was offered, and the force advanced
to Sultanpur, For a time friendly relations were kept up by
the Sikh leader, and the Raja being unsuspicious was invited
to the Sikh head-quarters, and ‘Tade prisoner. He was
then told that he would be set at liberty if he gave up the
country, on a promise that he would receive Waziri Parol in
jagir, and to this he agreed. Ten days later a portion of the
Sikh force was told off to take over Sara), and the Raja was
compelled to accompany it, and to order his people to sur-
render the forts. It is said that the Sikhs treated the Raja
with great indignity and want of courtesy, and the report
of this treatment aroused strong feelings of anger among
his people. With the connivance of the Raja, but unknown

! Moorcroft, Travels, Volume I, page 125 et seq.

1Cl. Kangra Settlement Report, page 78. The expedition was preliminary to
au invasion of Tibet which did not mature.
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to the Sikhs, it was determined to attempt a rescue—the
lead being taken by Kapuru, the Wazir of Saraj,—the head of
a branch of the family of the Wazirs of Diyar. Kapuru or
Kapur Singh, Wazir of Saraj, is eaid to have invited the Sikhs
to invade Kulu, out of revenge for an outrage to which he was
subjected.! Tulsu Negi—the Raja’s guardian and special
friend—was an enemy of Kapuru's, and a plot was laid to kill
him on the occasion of an interview with the Raja. Kapura,
however, became aware of the plot, and on arrival pitched
his camp at Dhalpur near Sultanpur. At the appointed time,
instead of going himself he attired s servant in his own
robes, and seated him in the palki. It being customary to
fire a salute on such occasions with light guns, one of them
was loaded, and the servant being mistaken for his master
was shot at and died. Kapuru then fled to Saraj and raised
a tumult, or ** Dum,” and Tulsu had to flee accompanied
by the Raja. This incident left much bad feeling, but
Kapuru seems to have repented of his act i calling in the
Sikhs, when he saw how the Raja was treated by them, and
took the lead in the rescue. ‘

The story of the rescue is thus told by Mr. Iiyall in the
Kangra Settlement Report?: * The Sikh force was probably
about one thousand strong: it had done its work, and had
returned from Outer Saraj by the Basloh Pass. A little way
below the fort of Tung, the road—a mere footpath and here
very narrow—runs along the brink of a wooded ravine; in
these woods the Sarajis lay in ambush and awaited the Sikhs,
who were marching along in single file and undisturbed by
any feeling of insecurity. When that part of the line which
held the Raja came opposite the ambush, a sudden rush
was made, a few men were cut down and the Raja was caught
up and carried swiftly up the mountain side. At the same
time all along the line rocks were rolled down and shots fired
from above at the Sikhs, who were seized with a panic and fell
back into the fort of Tung. Here they remained two days
till they were forced to move out by the failure of their
provisions. They were attacked again as they marched down
the valley, and made slow progress. At last they struck up
the mountain side in Kothi Nohanda, hoping to get supplies
and uncommanded ground in the villages above. But tney
did not know the country, and only got on to a barren, steep,
and rugged hill-side, where they could barely keep their

1Vide J. P. H. 8., Volume VI, No. 2, pages 76, 77, 78.
3 Kangra Setilement Report, page 78,

gl
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footing, and did not even find water to drink. The light
and active hillmen kept above them wherever they went,
knocking over some with rocks, and driving others to fall
over the precipices. After a night spent in this way, the
miserable remnant were driven down again into the valley,
and there induced to give up their arins on the promise that
their lives should be spared, but no sooner had they been
disarmed when the Sarajis set upon them and massacred them
without pity.”

The means used to secure a surrender were probably
regarded as perfectly legitimate in the circumstances. Four
or five low-caste men, dressed as Brahmans, were sent into the
Sikh camp, and with their hands on a cow’s tail they gave
assurances of safety. Such a promise was not regarded as
binding, and on the Sikhs surrendering and being disarmed
they were killed almost to aman. Thishappened in the spring
of 1840. Meantime Raja Ajit-Singh was conveyed across
the Satluj to his small State of Shangri, which was under
British protection, and where he knew he would be safe from
the Sikhs. There he died in September 1841.

The main Sikh army had remained at Sultanpur, and
against it the Kulu people were powerless. An attempt to
release the ramis from the palace failed, and the Sikhs sent a
force into Saraj to avenge the disaster to their arms. The
people fled to the mountains, and some villages were burnt
and the country plundered, and thereafter 1t was farmed
out to the Raja of Mandi for Rs. 82,000. The rest of the State
was placed 1n charge of a Sikh Kardar who had the manage-
ment of the revenue. A Sikh force was also retained in the
country.

In the autumn of 1841 Ajit-Singh’s two rants managed
to escape from the palace by a subterranean tunnel, dug
under the walls, and they fled to the mountains. On their
way to Shangri they heard of the Raja’s death and returned
to Sultanpur.

On Ajit-Singh’s demise Mr. Eiskine, the Superintendent
of the Simla Hill States, made an inquiry as to the succession
to the fief of Shangri, and reported in favour of Ranbir-Singh,
minor son of Mian Jagar-Singh, first cousin of Ajit-Singh.
Mian Jagar-Singh was passed over, owing to his being an
imbecile. The Sikhs as well as Ajit-Singh’s ramis also
admitted the claim, as being next in the succession to the
Kulu gaddi, but before any further steps could be taken the
child fell sick and died. Thakur-Singh, a first cousin once
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removed of Ajit-Singh, was then selected by the Sikhs and
made Raja, with Waziri-Rupi in jagir. The fief of Shangri
remained in the hands of Jagar-Singh and is still in his family,
forming one of the Simla Hill States. Thakur-Singh was
invited to Lahore in the reign of Maharaja Sher-Singh, who
received him kindly and, it is said, installed him as Raja.
It is also said that he was offered the whole country under the
burden of a heavy tribute, but being a timid man he declined
the responsibility.

By the treaty of 9th March, 1846, after the first Sikh
War, the hill country between the Satluj and the Indus was
ceded to the British Government, and the portion between
the Satluj and the Ravi, including Lahul, finally remained
British territory, the rest being sold to Raja Gulab-Singh
of Jammu, Kulu being within the ceded territorv. Thakur-
Singh was confirmed in his jagir of Waziri-Rupi with sovereign
powers, the remainder of the State, including Lahul, being
placed in charge of an Assistant Commissioner, as a portion
of the newly formed district of Kangra. At the same time
Spiti was disjoined from Ladakh and annexed to Kulu.

On his death in 1852, Thakur Singh was succeeded by
his son, Gyan Singh, who was illegitimate, and Government,
while continuing the jagir, changed his title to Rai and with-
drew all political powers, also reserving the right to fell and
sell timber in the jagr.

As already narrated, Ajit-Singh’s claim to the gadds
was disputed by his uncle, Kishan-Singh, who at his death
left a posthumous son. Shortly before the Mutiny in 1857
a man, calling himself Partab-Singh and claiming to be the
posthumous son of Kishan-Singh, appeared in Kulu. Some
of the people believed in his claim. On the outbreak of the
Mutiny he wrote letters affirming his claim to the Raj of
Kulu, and tried to stir up trouble. Thereupon he was arrest-
ed by Major Hay, the Assistant Commissioner, and after trial
was hanged at Dharmsala. Many of the people, however,
believed that he was really Partab-Singh.

Gyan-Singh died in 1869, and the jagir passed to his
son, Dalip-Singh, on his attaining his majority in 1883. He
too enjoyed his possessions only for a few years, and died in
1892. As he left only an illegitimate son, named Megh-
Singh, Government continued the jagwr to him with the
title of Rai, but under special restrictions which need not be
specified. He resided at Sultanpur, in the palace of his
ancestors. He died on 10th May 1921 and was succeeded by
his son, Rai Bhagwant Singh.
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Lahul State.

Lahul includes the Valleys of the Chandra and Rhaga
rivers to their junction, and also the main Chandrabhaga
Valley as far ag Rauli, seven miles north of Tindi in Chamba
territory. Tho lower portion, from the Chakma or Thirot
Nala to Rauli, is called Chamba-l.ahul, and the upper por-
tion, as far as the sources of the Chandrabhaga on the Bara-
lacha Pass, is British-Lahul, and was formerly a part of Kulu
State. The western part of the high uninhabited plain of
Lingti, and the mountain ranges immediately to the north-
east of the Baralacha Pass—called Tsarab—which drain into
the Indus, is also a part of Kulu but attached to Spiti, though
geographically and otherwise closely connected with the
countries to the north-east. Lahul is thus situated where
the three kingdoms of Kulu, Chamba and Ladakh meet, and
from the most ancient times it has been under the control
of one or more of these kingdoms.

The people of Lahul are a mixed race ; and linguistic re-
gearch indicates that in remote times (c.B.c. 2,000), the
country was inhabited by an aboriginal tribe, in language,
and perhaps also in stock, analogous to the Munda-spoaking
tribes of Bengal and Central India.! This tribe must have
borrowed, in very early tinies, from the vocabulary of their
Tibetan neighbours on the north-east and east, who must
have constantly coms in contact with them as nomad graziers,
traders, or invaders. Survivors of the same ethnological
stock are to be found in the Kanawar Kothi of Rupi Waziri
in Kulu, in the isolated village of Malana and in the Bashahr
tract on the Satluj. At a later period, Tibetan settlers came
in from the north and east—from Rupshu and Ladakh—into
the head of the Bhaga Valley, and from Spiti and Tibet into
the head of the Chandra Valley near Koksar, where the
Tibetan spoken approximates rather to that of Spiti
than to that of Ladakh. Aryans and semi-Aryans also
came from the west and south, and the I.ahulas at the present
time are the ultimate product of the amalgamation of these
different races. Their peculiar languages, three in number—

1 Trancke, A History of Weslern Tibet, page 181 ef seq.; also Linguistic Survey
of India, Vol. ITI, Part I, page 427 e! sey.

Notr.—We ere indebted to Mr. H. I.. Shuttleworth, 1.C.S., late Assistant Commis-
sloner of Kulu, for much valuable assistance in preparing the histories of Lahul snd
Qs
uPItL
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Bunan, Tinan and Manchat,!'—are found to have stroug affi-
nities with the languages of the Munda-speaking tribes, but
are not related to the Aryan languages of India, and only in
vocabulary related to the Tibetan, which is the vernacular
of the Upper Chandra and Bhaga Valleys around Koksar and
Kolong, and also the written language in most of the country.
It seems probable, therefore, that at a distant time the whole
hill tracts, from Kanawar in Bashahr to Lahul, including
much of Kulu, were inhabited by tribes related to the Munda-
speaking races of Central India.

During the Kulu supremacy a considerable influx of
Kulu blood probably entered the veins of the Lahulas, es-
pecially in Pattan or Manchat and Chamba-Lahul.

Buddhism seems to have been introduced into Lahul
in the eighth century, probably hy Padma Sambhava, the
famous missionary from Udyana. who, according to an
ancient Tibetan book, visited Zahor and Garzha (Mandi and
Lahul), and preached the doctrines of Buddha in Tibet. It
was then probably that some ot the Buddhist shrines in Lahul,
guch as Triloknath and Guru Ghantal, were founded ; indeed
the latter, under the name of Gandhola, is mentioned in the
same book among the foundations of Padmna Sambhava.
Previous to this, snake, demon and phallic worship was the
prevalent religion, as in other parts of the hills; and there can
be little doubt that Triloknath was originally a Shiva flrine
and place of pilgrimage, as indeed it still 1s, for Hindus.
Lamaism camo in at a later time. The Triloknath temple
booklet for pilgrims attributes the setting up of the white
marble image of Avalokita to the teachor of O-rgyan, that is,
Padma Sambhava of Udyana. The Guru Ghantal white
nmiarble head is of the same workmanship as the Triloknath
image, and both are of the same Boddhisatva.

The first historical mention of Lahul is found in Hiuen
Tsiang, who, in the course of his travels in India, between
A.D. 629 and 645, visited Kulu. He says that the country
of Lo-u-lo lies north of Kiu-lu-to. But though apparently
adjacent thereto, I.o-u-lo is stated to he 1800 or 1900 Li (860
or 380 miles) distant by road from the middle of Kiu-lu-to.
This is a gross overestimate, ags the first village in Lahul is only
44 miles from the modern town of Sultanpur. Despite this
error, however, and whatever its source may be, Lahul is
clearly the country referred to here. But the Tibetan Li-yul

! Bunan—Bhaga Valley: Tinan—Chandra Valley; Manchat—Chandrsbbage
Valley to Thirot.
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has also been identified by Rockhill with Khotan.! If this is
correct Hiuen Tsiang’s placing of Lo-u-lo at 1600 or 1900 It
north of Kulu might be intelligible, though an underestimate.
Probably Hiuen Tsiang has confused the two countries of
Li-yul (Khotan) and ILo-u-lo (Lahul) in his estimate of dis-
tances, admittedly derived from hearsay.

The name of Lahul is used only in Kulu and by Indians,
whereas the Lahulas and Tibetans call the country Garzha.3
The origin of the name “ Lahul " is uncertain. Ths Tibetan
Lho-yul, *‘ south country ” (with reference to Ladakh) and
Lhahi-yul, “ the country of the gods,”” have been suggested.3

It seems probable that a loose connection with Ladakh
may have existed from: a vemote period. At the same time
I.ahul was probably more or less under Chamba and Kulu.
There are indications in the records of these countries that
Chamba may have held the main valley, almost as far up as
the junction of the Chandra and Bhaga rivers at Gus, while
Kulu had some influence in the Chandra and Bhaga valleys,
and, in the wars of those times, the Chamba armies probably
advanced by way of the hulti Pass and Lahul when invading
Kulu. At that early time Brahmapura (Brahmaur) was the
capital of the Chamba State, which was then confined to
the Upper Ravi Valley, the lower valley being still in the pos-
session of local petty Chiefs, called Ranas and Thakurs.

In the Kulu annals it is stated that Lahul was conquered
from Kulu by Chamba, at a time which we may take to be
about A.D. 600, but was recovered in the following reign,
aftor a battle at the foot of the Rotang Pass. These records
are largely legendary, yet they tend to confirm the tradition,
that Lahul was more or less under Kulu and Chamba in
early times.

The real rulers of Lahul at that early period were, no
doubt, the ancient petty Chiefs, called Jo—corresponding
to the Ranas and Thakurs elsewhero—all of whom were of
Tibetan origin, and the only symbol of subjection was the
yearly tribute. This they may have paid to Ladakh and
also to Chamba and Kulu, just as they did at a later period
to the two latter States. Thoere were baronial families at
Gus or Gushal, Kardong, Darcha, Barbog and elsewhere,

3 Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western World, Volume I, page 177.
? Francke, A. H.. Antiquities of Indian Tibet, Volume II, page 195,
8 Cunningham, A., Ladakh, page 24.
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like the Jagirdar or Thakur families at the present time.
Ranas are said to have lived in Loth and other places in the
muin valley, as thoy are in Chamba-Lahul at the present
day.

Karly traditions in Lahul tell of an invasion by a race of
foreignors from the north, believed to have been a people
from heyond Yarkand, who are said to have held the count
for ten or twelve years. Old tombs discovered are thought
to belong to that time, during which the Lahulas retired to
the high mountain slopes. Captain Harcourt conjoctured
that this invasion may have taken place iu the time of Changez
Khen,! but it was probably at a much earlier period ; or
other Turks from Central Asia may be referred to, such as
the Ye-tha, who, between a.p. 400 and 500, according to the
Chinese pilgrimi, Sun Yun, conquered Gandhara and Tndis
as far south as Tirlmt. Rimilar traditions exist in Chamba,
which was invaded by the same race of people, there algo,
called Yarkandi, who captured Brahmapura, the former
capital, killed the Raja in battle, and held possession of the
Upper Ravi Valley for ten or fifteen years. They are said to
have been ultimately driven out by a combined force from
Suket and Kulu. This must have been about a.p. 780--800

Early in the tenth century, the later Tibetan kingdom
of Ladakh was founded by Skyid Lde nyima gon, great grand-
son of Langdarma, the king of Lhasa who persecuted the
Buddhists, and was in the eud assassinated by a Buddhist
monk. Being driven out of Central Tibet, Nyima gon fled
to Western Tibet, called Ngaris® (T<b. Mnah-ris) which
he conquered. He had three sons among whom he divided
his kingdom, but the younger brothers were to be under vas-
gsalage to the eldest brother. Lha Chen palgyi gon received
Ladakh proper, from the Zoji Pass, north of Kashmir, to
Rutog ; Trashi gon, the second son, received Purang and
Guge in the Upper Satlu) Valley ; and Lde long gon, the
youngest, was given the southern province, including Zang-
gkar, Spiti and Spi-lchogs, of which the last, in Francke’s
opinion, may be Lahul.

! Harcourt, A. F. P., Kooloo, Lahoul and Sriti, pages 126.27.

? Ngaris, or in full in Tibetan, Mnah-ris-skor-gsumn, in early tinlies mneant all
Western Tibet, including Ladakh, ete., but later the term was restricted to the
districts of Rutog, Guge and Turang, whioh are now under the Garpuns or Governors
of Gartok—Antiquslies of Indian T'ibet, Volume LI, page 93.
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Possibly a small portion only of I.ahul was under Tibetan
rule, as it seems probable that from the tenth or aleventh
century at leagt, if not from u much earlier period as stated,
the main Chandrabhaga Valley was included in Chamba
territory. Many traditions exist in Lahul pointing to this
conclusion, and the people of Gushal, on the left bank, at the
junction of the Chandra and Bhaga rivers, say they once
owned a copper-plate deed granted by a Chamba Raja, which
was taken from them when the country was annexed {o
Kulu.

On the right bank these traditions are mnot so clear,
owing probably to the fact that, being more open to invasion,
the tract must often have changed hands. The Chandra
Valley we may assume to have been under Kulu, leaving only
the Bhaga Valley to Ladakh, and even this does not seem to
have remained long in Tibetan hands.

In Lahul, as elsewhere in T'ibetan countries, the eleventh
century was a period of great religious activity. It was then
that the Kargyudpa (Bkah-rgyud-pa) order, which had Tilo,
Naro, Marpa and Milaraspa for its early saints, founded new
temples, or took ovor old ones from the earlier sect of Padma
Sambhava. Then, too, the famous builder and iranslator,
Rinchen Zang-po (Rin-chen-bzan-po), of Guge, built new
temples, with tne aid of Kashmiri workmen, as at Gumrang
and perhaps Sessu in Lahul ; when the Gozzang (Rgod-
tshan) lama of Lahul, celebrated for his magic exploits, and
mentioned in three local Tibetan books, lived. Later, in the
gixteenth century, the two Red-hat sub-sects, now predomi-
nant in Lahul, took the placo of the earlier orders. These
were the Lho-drugpa (Lho-hbrug-pa) and Drug-pa (Hbrug-
pa) sects.

About A.p. 1080-—1110! Lha-chen-Utpala, Lking of
Ladekh, invaded Kulu, presumably through Lahul, and ex-
acted from the Raja a treaty, in which he promised to pay
tribute in dzos (half breed yaks) and iron. As there are no
dzos in Kulu they must have gone from Lahul, which must,
therefore, have been a province of Kulu, in part at least.
TLis treaty remained in force till the seventeenth century.

 The Ladakh chronicles record another invasion of Kulu,
which must have taken place through Lahul, about A.D.
1582—60, probably in the reign of Sidh Singh or Bahadur

! Antiquities of Indian Tibet, Volume II, page 98,
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Bingh, and then Tsewang Nanigyal is said to have congnered
Kulu and with it, apparently, also Lahul. This invasion is
referrad to in the Chronicles of Kolong in Lahul,! and was
probably the result of an attempt on the part of the Kulu
Chief to throw off the Tihetan hold on the country.

Another account,® given by Captain Harcourt, makes
Lahul a province of the kingdom of Guge, a country in the
Uppor Satluj Valley and now in independent Tibet. Recent
research hag shown that this is incorrect. Gugs never held
territory in the Chandrabhaga Valley, though Spiti was
usually part of the kingdom ; and when the country was con-
quered by Sengge Namgyal, king of Ladakh (c. A.p. 1590—
1635), Spiti and Zangskar were “made over to his youngest.
son, but thera is no mention of Lahul.® This is confirmed
by the finding of many references in Spiti inscriptions
to Sengge Namgyal, but none in Lahul. Moreover, the
Josuit Father, Azendo, who, in 1631, passed through
Lahul on his way from Leh to the Pamab plains, definitely
states that Lahul, which he calls Garja (T'tb-Gar-zha), was
subject to the kmgdom of Kulu.

It is certain also that after the reign of Bahadur Singh
(c. a.D. 1532—1559), who was master at least of Tinan and
vossibly of other territory in Lahul, most of Upper Lahul
remained under Kulu rule for a long period. The names of
the next thre: Rajas of Kulu occur in a numiber of inscriptions,
decrees and other documents, found in various parts of the
country. Up to the present time oach of the Rajas—Partap
Singh (c. A.D. 1559—1575), and Parbat Singh ( ¢. A.p. 1575—-
1608),—has been found mentioned in eleven instances, and
Prithi Singh (¢. o.0. 1608—1635) in eight. In Partap Singh’s
reign the foremost Chief in L.ahul was Troshi-gya-tspo of Bar-
bog. No records of the two successors of Prithi Singh have
so far coms to light. This suggests an eclipse of Kulu rule
in Lahul for the next 35 years or more. It is about these, in
the time of Thakur Fath Chand of Kolong, that the Kolong
Chronicle states that ‘“the Raja of Tibet got possession of
Lahul,”’* possibly a reference to Deldan Namgyal, whose reign
lasted to ¢. A.p. 1645, or even to Galdan Tshewang and the
Mongol-Tibetan invasion. This inroad into ILahul certainly
suggests that it was then Ladakh territory.

V Antiquilies of Indian Tibe!, Volume TI, pages 185—202.

3 Harcourt, Kooloo, Lahoul and Spiti, 1871, pages 124 and 118,
8 Antiquities of Indian Tibet, Volume II, page 113,

¢ Ibid, page 202.
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It was in the sixteenth, or perhaps early seventeenth
century, that the Lho-drmgpa sect (Lho-brug-pa), with head-
quarters in Bhutan, established itself in possession of the
main Lahul monasteries. such as Shashur at Kyelang and
Gandhola. Lama Deva Gyamtsho (Bde-ba-rgya-intsho) was
the leading porson who effocted this change, and hiy image
is venerated as that of the second founder of the monasteries.
The other Red-hat sub-sect of the Drugpa, whose main
monastery in Ladakh is Henus, also came into Lahul about
the sanm time.

We may note that the reformation of 1'song-kha-pa did
not tonch Lahul, where the only Gelugpa nmonastery is a small
one at Sessu, belonging to and vused by the Yellow-hat monks
of Ki in Spiti, as a half-way house for pilgrims to Triloknath.
Tt was the Ladakhi king’s support of the Lho-drugpa Chiof
lama of Bhntan, in his dispute with the Gelngpas, that led
to the Mongol invasions, now to be mentioned. l.ahul was
involved just as much because its lamas were adherents of
the unreformea sect, as hecause it was at the time politi-
cally under Ladakh.!

About the middle of the seventeenth contury, Ladakh
was invaded by Central Tibet,2 then under Mongolia, and
being worsted in the struggle, the king, Delegs Namgyval
(c. A.n. 1645—1690), called in the aid of the Mughals from
Kashmir. With their help the invaders were defeated at
Basgo and driven back. In Lahul, as well as in Spiti and
Zangskar, this invasion 1s still remembered as that of the
Seg-po  (Mongols) under Galdan Tshang or Tshewang.
During it the Tangyud gompa and some temples at Lhalung
in Spiti were burnt. A Mongol detachment is said to have
stormed Kolong fort in Liahul, and crossed the Bhaga on the
way to Kulu, but to have been all but annihilated near Gon-
dla by avalanches. Human bones are still found on a plain,
called Roh-lang-thang, where, according to tradition, this
disaster happened. On the retreat of the Mongols the Raja
of Kulu, Bidhi Singh (c. A.D. 1672), seized the opportunity
to bring Upper Lahul entirely under his sway. He also
advanced down the main valley and annexed the country
from Chamba as far as Thirot, the present boundary. A
tradition, recorded in Tibetan at the Triloknath shrine, also
runs, that a Kulu Raja reached Triloknath and tried to carry

! Wassels, Early Jesuit Travellers tn Central Asia, pages 113—307.
% Antigusties af Indian Tibet, Volume II, pages 219-220.
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off the idol, but was defeated in the attempt, as the stone
became go heavy that it could not be moved.

There 18 a mark on the right leg of the marble figure,
which i3 said to have resulted from a sword blow by a Kulu
goldier at the time. One account states that Manchat was
acquired from Chamba as dowry with a Chamba princess.
This is improbable, as territory is seldom if ever given on
such occasions, and there is no record of such a marriage
having taken place.

Bidhi BSingh’s name is found in Lahul, in documents
and inscriptions, more frequently than that of any other Kulu
ruler. At least sixteen records bear his name. This confirms
what we already know from other sources, as to his supre-
macy over the whole country.

In the reign of Bidhi Singh’s successor, Man Singh (c. A.D.
1688—1719), the foremost of the noble families, or ¢ Jos’
of Lahul, that of Barbog, resisted, probably out of loyalty
to La.da,kh and was deprived of all power. Bil-chung was
the last ‘Jo’ of Barhog.! The other two houses—that of
Kolong 2 (from which a.t this time the junior branch of Gum-
rang separated), and that of Tinan,3—submitted and recovered
jagirs and also the title of Thakur as in Kulu. The principal
Chief at that time was Nono Chogan of Kolong. Though
all of Tibetan origin they began under Hindu influence to
call themselves Rajputs, and to claim that their ancestors
entored Lahul from Bangahal. All except Barbog altered
their Chronicles to support this claim. They marry into the
Kulu Thakur and even into the Kulu Rajput families, except
Barbog and Gumrang who intermarry with the house of the
ex-kings of J.adakh, residing at Stog, near Leh.

The Tinan Chronicle, that of Gondla in the Chandrs
Valley, still gives the name * Iron Castle,” in Guge in Western
Tibet, as the place whence the ancestor of the family came,
and his name, Rana-Pal, only half conceals the comnion
Tibetan name of Dpal.

From about a.p. 1670 onwards Ladakhi influence came
to an end in Lahul. Then, or soon after, the kings of Kulu
and Leh entered into a trade agreement, whereby the former
sent each year, through Lahul to Lingti, at least & hundred
coolie loads of iron in exchange for sulphur, provided by the

! Antiquities of Indian T'ibet, Volume 11, pages 219-220.
¢ Ibid, payes 195—210.
3 Ibid, pages 211—218,
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latter. The people of Lahul had to buy the iron in Kulu and
carry it to Lingti. This exchange lasted {ill the Sikh occu-
pation of Kulu and Lahul.!

About A.p. 1700 Raja Man Smgh of Kulu further
strengthened his hold on the country by advancing to the
north of the Baralacha Pass and fixing the boundary with
Ladakh, probably at Lingti, where it still is. He also built
the Gondla Fort and married a daughter of the Gondla family.
Harcourt mentions an inscription of his time in the Gondla
Castle, and his name occurs in a decree relating to the revenue
of the Gandhola monastery, hut after Bidhi Singh it is sur-
prising how seldom the names of Kulu Rajas occur in ingerip-
tions or decrees.

In the time ot Raja Pritam Singh, whose nawe is found
in inscriptions at Gyemur and Lindur (¢. a.p. 1800) a Lahul
contingent assisted in the war with Mandi at Bajaura, where
they fought under the banner of Gyephang Lha-the, the spirit
of the great peak that looks down the Knulu Valley. An
account ot this event is to be seen in the Moravian Mission
at Kyelang, written both in Pahari and Urdu.

The Chronicles of Ladakh? also record a foray into
Zangskar made by the pecople of Kulu and Lahul, who,
after devastating and plundering the villages, withdrew.
When Mr. Mooreroft passed through Lahul, in 1820, he found
four villages in the Chandra Valley still paying tribute to
Ladakh. This, however, may have been done simply to
preserve the peace of the border and the trade relations. In
Moorcroft’s time the Kulu revenue headquarters in Lahul
were at Tandi, where two officers, a IHakim and Kanungo, or
commmissioner and accountant, resided. There was also a
storehoure, called Kothi, where grain was deposited as rev-
enue. Near Kolong Moorcroft met Dharm Singh, the Thakur
of that place, and the principal man in Lahul.®

On the subjection and annexation of Kulu by the Sikhs
in 1840-41, Lahul also was taken over and ruled hy them in
the usual extortionate manuer, but with the cession of the
Doab in 1846, both Kulu and Lahul became British territory,
and an era of peace and prosperity began for the country,
which has continued down to the present time. The people

v Antiquities of Indian Tibet, ppges 22—24,
* Ibid, page 125.
¥ Ibid, pages 201-3-9 and 210.
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look more and more to India year hy year, and the Thakurs
have adopted Hindu customs and connections. ILower
Lahul remains under Chamba, and has also shared in the
general prosperity. Most of it 15 under the Rana of Trilok-
nath, whoee ancestors have heen in possession from time
immemorial, possibly long before the Chamba Rajas obtained
control over the valley. The family intermarries with Rana
families in the Ravi and Bias Valleys.

The Mora,\ ian Mission, with its headquarters at Kyelang,
founded in 185&, has been in many respects a medium of
great material advantage to Lahul. Though German in
origin the Mission is international in character, and almost
all the missionaries are English or Swiss, while the Mission
funds come exclusively from FEngland, where there is an in-
digenous branch of the Moravian Church. Some of the mis-
sionaries have done valuable historical, archaological and
linguistic work, especially the late Rev. Dr. A. D. H. Francke,
to whom we are indebted for many of the details in this
history, and whose second volume of the Antiquities of
Indwn Tibet contains a wealth of original material and comn-
mentary, indispensible to tho historian of Lahul or any other
part of the old Ladakhi ewmpire.
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Spiti State.

Spiti contains the whole basin ol the Spiti river, includ-
ing that of its main affluent, the Pin, down almost to its
confluence with the Satluj, with an area of about 2,981 square
miles.! Spiti may also have mcluded at least the Bushahr
and Kulu Pandrabis Kothis on the right bank of the Satluj
in early times, even if it was not for some time the paramount
power in that ill-defined Upper Satluj tract, known as Gugé.
Communication from Pin to Outer Saraj, via the Bhabeh
and Rupin Passes, along the right side of the Satluj, wax not
difficult, and the modern Rampur-Simla Road was not
necessarily the line followed in ear.y times.  If this supposi-
tion is correct, it confirms the attribution of the Nirmand
copper-plate to a Spiti Raja. Spiti has always been inhab-
ited by Tibetans, and the western dialect of the Tibetan
language is spoken. It was never a part of Kulu.

In very early times Spiti (pronounced Piti) was pro-
bably ruled by a Hindu dynasty of Rajas, bearing the sur-
name or suffix of * Sena.?” Captain Harcourt states in
his historical notes that coins of this dynasty have been found
in the valley, but this has not been verified. In the posses-
sion of the Parasuram Temple at Nirmand in Outer Saraj
is a copper-plate deed granted by a Raja, Samudra-Sena,
and assigned on paleographic grounds to the seventh
century.® Now this is just about the period when references
to Spiti are found in the Kulu annals, and two Rajas of
Spiti are mentioned by name bearing the Sena suffix. One
of these, named Rajendar-Sen, is said to have invaded
Kulu and made it tributary, in the reign of Raja Rudar-Pal,
¢. A.D. 600—650. Kulu remained tributary to Spiti for two
reigns, till Parsidh-Pal gained a vietory over Spiti in a battle
near the Rotang Pass, and thus secured the freedom of his
country.  Spiti and Chamba were probably allies in the
invasion of Kulu which was made through Lahul, as also
in the subsequent war in which Parsidh-Pal was the victor.
Spiti must at that period have been possessed of considerable
resources, and it seems not improbable that the copper-
plate referred to may have been granted by one of the earlier

1 Spiti means “ the middle country.”
8 J.P.H. 8., Volume VII, No. 2, page 145.

8 Ibid., No. 1, pages 65-6. The plate is dated in the year 6 which may be regnal;
if a year of the Shastra era it corresponds to A.p. 630, Samudra-Sena calls himself
mahasamania, i.e., subject to o paramount power : perhaps Tibet.
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Rajas, bearing the name of Samudra-Sena. Soon after
the defeat by Parsidh-Pal, Spiti was invaded by the Tibetans,
and the pre-Buddhist Hindu dynasty was then probably
overthrown. In this war Ladakh was aided by Sansar-
Pal of Kulu, and he received three villages in Spiti for his
assistance, while the sons of Chet-Sen, the Spiti Raja, were
assigned a jagir.

As already stated, the second Ladakh kingdom was
founded (about A.n. 975—1000) by Skyid Ide nyima gon,
great-grandson of Langdarma, king of Lhasa; and before
his death he divided his dominions among his three sons,
the youngest, Lde tsug gon, receiving Zangskar, Lahul
and Spiti, in vassalage to his eldest brother at Leh. Wae
read of a king of Ladakh, Byang-Chub-sems-pa, about 1000
A.D., who founded Tabo temple in South Spiti, and must
have ruled over Spiti at that time. Fifty yecars later the
Gugé lama-king, Byang-Chub-lod, restored the same temple,
and may have ruled over South Spiti. His immediate
predecessor, Y-Shes-Od of Tolingin Gugs, is also mentioned
In Spiti inscriptions. We may therefore conclude that
Spiti had been under Tibetan rule from the overthrow of
the Hindu dynasty down to that time, and it probably
remained a part of Ladakh after the consolidation of that
kingdom under Lha Chen Utpala (a.p. 1125—50), who
conquered Lahul and Kulu and made them tributary.

It 1s difficult to follow Spiti history, with the data at
our disposal, but it seems clear thaf Spit: was still under
Ladakh in the reign of Jamyang Namgyal (a.p, 1560—90),
and probably became independent on the conquest of
Ladakh by the Baltis during this reign, but it was recovered
by Sengge Namgyal (a.n. 1590—1620), who established
his power all over Spiti even to Mani, and his subordinate,
Gaga Chering Namgyal, held Dankhar fort.! On his death it
passed to his youngest son, Dechog Namgyal (a.p. 1620—40),
but still under vassalage to Ladakh.? In 1623 when
the Jesuit d’Andrada visited Tsaparang, South Spiti was
probably under the Gugé King, who had his palace at
Tsaparang. That king belonged to the second Lde dynasty
from Purong. In the reign of Delegs Namgyal, son of
Deldan, and grandson of Sengge Namngyal (a.n. 1640—80),
there was war between Lhasa and Ladakh, the former being

1 Francke, Western T'ibet, pages 92 and 101.

3 Dechog Namgyal made a grant of rights in the waste in Upper Spiti to Kyi monaatery.
His grant was made from the Palace of Leh.

H
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assisted by the Mongolians, who had conquered Eastern
Tibet.! Ladakh appealed to the Mughals in Kashmir for
help, and an army was sent which defeated the Tibetang
at Basgo, and they retreated as far as the Panggong Lake,
but returned on the retirement of the Mughals and imposed
terms on Delegs. These included the surrender of Gugé
and other provinces, probably including Spiti.  Delegs,
however, is said to have contracted a marriage with the
daughter of the Tibetan Commander and received back
Spiti in dowry. This event, if authentic, must have occurred
about A.p. 1680, and from this time Spiti was under Ladakh.2
As a result of the Mughals being called in, the wool-trade
of Western Tibet came under the control of Kashmir. Some
time after 1680, Spiti was invaded by Raja Man-Singh of
Kulu, who exacted tribute, and established a loose authority
over the country which still remained under Ladakh. The
two forts, the ruins of which may still be seen at Sumdo,
at the foot of the Bhabeh and Rupin Passes near the Pin
river, are known as the Lyungti Khar (Kulu forts), and may
possibly have been built by Raja Man-Singh; but Sir L.
Dane thinks they may have been associated with Raja
Jagat-Singh. It is probable that tribute was paid both
to Ladakh and Kulu, but from its remote and inaccessible
situation Spiti was left very much to itself. An official
was sent from Leh as Governor, but he generally went away
after harvest time and left the administration to be carried
on by the Wazir and other hereditary officers, who again
were controlled by the headmen (gadpo) of groups of vil-
lages. The same state of things existed in 1821 when Mr.
Trebeck, travelling companion to Mr. Moorcroft, visited
Spiti; and, excepting the Khalun or Wazir, affairs are
managed 1n the same manner at the present time.

Spiti seems always to have been at the mercy of its
neighbours, especially Ladakh, Bashahr and Kulu. The
people are not warlike, and when an invasion occurred, as
was frequently the case, they abandoned everything and fled
to the higher mountain slopes, where they remained till the
invaders retired. Three such invasions are recorded in our
documents. The first is referred to in the latter half of the
seventeenth century when a foray was made from Ladakh.
The usual course was followed at the outset, but the Ladakhis

Tangyud Gompa was burnt by the Mongols under Galdan Chang,—uvide page 106.

2Nyima Namgyal (1680—-1720) ruled Spiti as far south as Mani, as shown in an
inscription.
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settled down in the valley for the winter, and the Spiti men
then took counsel among themselves to overcome the in-
vaders by treachery. This they did by making professions
of friendship, and then inviting the intruders to a feast.
Being numerous they were purposely distributed all through
the villages. As chang or strong liquor is an invariable
accompaniment of all such entertainments, the Ladakhis
were soon rendered helpless, and were then attacked and
killed. A few fled to Dankhar fort and were cast down
the cliffs, and others escaped to the mountains and perished.

Mr. Trebeck gives an account of a raid,! which had
been made over the Kunzum Pass by a body of armed men
from Kulu in 1819, a short time before ; evidently sent by
the Kulu Wazir, Sobha Ram, and led by a connection of
his. Mr. Gerard also states that about a.p. 1776 the fort
of Dankhar was held by the Bashahris for two years.

From Mr. Trebeck’s account it is clear that, in 1821,
Spiti was still under Ladakh, but the people probably paid
tribute as blackmail to all the neighbouring States.

After the conquest of Ladakh by the Dogras under
Zorawar-Singh, Gulab-Singh’s ablest general, one Rahim
Khan was in 1841 placed in charge of Spiti, and his son-in-law,
Ghulam Khan, occupied himself in plundering the monas-
teries and destroying the idols.  On the advance into Eastern
Tibet in December of the same year, Ghulam Khan accom-
panied the force under Zorawar-Singh, and was taken prisoner
and conveyed to Lhasa where he was slowly tortured to
death. Zorawar-Singh also perished with almost the whole
of his army.

After the annexation of Kulu by the Sikhs in 1841,
a force was sent into Spiti. As usual the people fled to the
uplands on its approach, leaving their houses and monas-
teries to be plundered. ~The burnt condition of the mural
paintings in the temple of the Pin Monastery is said to have
been due to the incendiarism of the Sikhs, but may have
been the work of Ghulam Khan. No attempt, however,
was made to annex the country which remained a province
of Ladakh. In 1846, the whole Alpine Panjab from the
Ravi to the Indus, including Ladakh and Spiti, was trans-
ferred in perpetual sovereignty to Raja Gulab-Singh of
Jammu, but in the same year Spiti was exchanged for other

1 Moororoft, Travels, page 64.
H2
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territory and added to Kulu, with the object of securing
a road to the wool districts of Chang-Thang in Tibet proper.
In the autumn of 1846, Sir (then Captain) A. Cunningham
and Mr. Vans Agnew fixed the boundary between Spiti
and Ladakh and FEastern Tibet, the mountainous and
uninhabited territory to the east of the Baralacha and north
of the Parang Passes being attached to Spiti. The boundary
runs from west of the Baralacha Pass, crosses the Lingti
lain, and passes eastward to the south of the Tsomorin
ake, and thence south to the Satlu), touching Tibet proper
on the way. This area is called Tsarab or Tsarab-Lingti.
For the first three years after 1846 the collection of the
revenue was farmed out, but in the autumn of 1849
Major Hay, Assistant Commissioner of Kulu, went to Spiti
and took over charge. He spent most of the winter there
and submitted a valuable report which was printed by
order of Government. A full description of the country
is found in it and in the account of a tour in Spiti by Mr.
Egerton, Deputy Commissioner of Kangra, in 1864.



CHAPTER XI.
Kutlehr State.

Kutlehr State in later times consisted of two provinces—
Chauki and Kutlehr—hence the double name by which the
State was generally known. It was situated among the
Jaswan hills, and its name and limits are still preserved in
the present faluga of Kutlehr in Kangra District. It was
the smallest of all the principalities in the Kangra area. Forty
generations of Rajas are said to have ruled the State.  The
progenitor of the family was a Brahman, but on acquiring
regal power he was recognized as Rajput. Mr. Barnes
states that he came from Sambhal, near Moradabad, but the
family records trace his descent from a Raja of Poona.

About the tenth or eleventh century the then head of
the family, named Jas-Pal, conquered the tulugas of Talhati
and Kutlehr, and fixed his capital at Kot-Kutlehr. The two
small States of Bhajji and Koti in the Simla Hills are said to
have been founded, respectively, by his second son and his
grandson. The clan name is Kutlehria.

The extent of territory under their rule varied from time
to time, and in the reigns of the early Mughal emperors they
held Chauki, Kutlehr, Mankhandi in Nadaun and Talhati,
now in Hoshiarpur.

The State is not mentioned in the Muhammadan his-
tories of the time, but the ruling family possess sanads granted
by the Mughal emperors, addressing them as Rai and recog-
nising their rights as rulers of the tracts named, on payment of
tribute and under the condition of military service.

They probably enjoyed tranquil possession of their
territory all through the Mughal period, butin later times the
aggressions of the neighbouring States reduced their country
to the present limits of the Kutlehr taluga.

In 1758 Ghamand-Chand of Kangra was appointed
Governor of the hills by Ahmad Shah Durani, and socn
afterwards annexed Chauki, the northern province of the
State. When Sansar-Chand came into power in 1786,
Kutlehr also was seized and the Raja was completely dis-
possessed, but during the Gurkha invasion ell his territory
was restored. From 1809 the State was subject to the Sikhs,
and in 1825 Ranjit-Singh determined to annex it and laid
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giege to the strong fort of Kotwalbah. The defence was
conducted by Raja Narain-Pal in person, and for two months
the siege made no progress.

A promise was then made of a jagir of Rs. 10,000 if the
fort was surrendered, and to this the Raja agreed.

During the first Sikh War, Raja Narain-Pal expelled the
Sikhs from Kotwalbah, and later, in consideration of his ser-
vices, he was awarded a life-grant of Rs. 10,000, in addition
to the jagir of like value, and this was afterwards confirmed
to his heirs in perpetuity, subject to a nazarana of Rs. 1,188.

He was also allowed three-fourths of the forest income
within his jugur.

The original jagir was in Hoshiarpur, but was afterwards,
for the sake of compactness, exchanged for villages in the
Kutlehr tuluga of Kangra.

Raja Narain-Pal died in 1864, and was succeeded by his
son, Raja Ram-Pal. On his demise he was succeeded by his
son, Raja Rajendra-Pal. The present head of the family
is Raja Brijmohan-Pal, and he 1s the fifth Viceregal Darbari
in Kangra District.



CHAPTER XII,
Bangahal State.

The Bangahal State included Bara-Bangahal, in the Ravi
Valley, and all the territory now lying between Kangra and
Kulu, called Chota-Bangahal; also in all probability the
area between Chota-Bangahal and the Bias river—mnow in
Mandi, and Paprola, Lanodh and Rajjer, now in Kangra,—
also originally belonged to Bangahal.

The capital of the State was at Bir in Bir-Bangahal.
The early history of the State is unknown, as all records seem
to have perished. There is, indeed, a reference in the Kulu
Chronicle at an early period, but its authenticity is doubt-
ful.

The founder of the State is said to have been a Brahman,
who ranked as Rajput on becoming a Raja, and his descend-
ants are saild to have ruled the State for twenty generations
previous to Prithi-Pal, who was murdered about 1720.

Allowing twenty-two years to a reign—the usual average—
we may agsume that t)ie State was founded about a.p. 1200,
but it ig probable that it came into existence at a much
earlier period.

Previous to this, the whole territory was probably under
the rule of petty Chiefs, called Ranas and Thakurs—as was
the case in Kulu, Mandi and Kangra.

A significant proof of the antiquity of the State lies in
the fact that, by general consent, Bara-Bangahal, from time
immemorial, has never been in the possession of any State
but that whose name it bears. Though separated from
Chota-Bangahal by the high mountain range of the Dhaula
Dhar, and virtually in Chamba territory geographically, it
has never belonged to Chamba. Neither is there any evi-
dence of its ever having been under Kulu till quite recent
times.

The inhabitants too have nothing in common with the
Chamba hillmen, being Kanets of the same race and caste
ag the people of Chota-Bangahal and the outer hills, with
whom they intermarry. The conclusion seems justified,
therefore, that Bangahal State was founded at a very early
period.

The names of the early Rajas have not come down to
us, but their suffix was Pal, and they were of Chandarbansj
race. The clan name is Babgahalia.

491



492 HISTORY OF THE PANJAB HILL STATES.

The peculiar situation of the State and its proximity to
its three powerful neighbours—Kangra, Mandi and Kulu—
must always have afforded a strong temptation to encroach-
ments, and we find that these began at an early period. In
the Suket Chronicle we read that Raja Madan-Sen (c. a.p.
1240) led an army across the Bias—then his boundary—
and subdued the Ranas of Drang and Guma-—then probably
in Bangahal State. When Mandi acquired the territory to
the south of the Bias from Suket another invasion took
place, in the reign of Sahib-Sen (c. o.p. 1554), and Drang
and Guma were annexed. The districts of Chuhar and
Kodhsawar, then in Chota-Bangahal, had also passed into the
possession of Lag, a small principality in Kulu, afterwards
absorbed by that State in the reign of Jagat-Singh.

About A.D. 1637 Suraj-Sen of Mandi sought to extend
his border northward and invaded Bangahal. He was op-
posed and driven back by Jagat-Singh of Kulu, who, as the
price of his agsistance, seized a portion of the State territory
adjoining his own,

Prithi-Pal, ¢. A.p. 1710.—But the greatest loss sus-
tained by Bangahal was in the reign of Sidh-Sen of Mandi
(A.D. 1684—1728). At that time Prithi-Pal was Raja of
Bangahal, and son-in-law to Sidh-Sen, while his sister was
married to Man-Singh of Kulu. Sidh-Sen cast covetous
eyes on his son-in-law’s principality and sought to annex it
by treachery. On some pretext Prithi-Pal was invited to
Mandi. On his arrival he was received with all honour,
but within a month he was inveigled into the Damdama
palace and murdered. His body was burnt, but his head
was buried in front of the palace on a spot now marked by
a pillar in the middle of a tank, on which a light is kept burn-
ing every night.

Sidh-Sen then sent an army against Bangahal, and Prithi-
Pal’s mother appealed to Man-Singh of Kulu for help. The
Mandi forces were driven back, but Man-Singh annexed a
large portion of the State to Kulu. In the end, Mandi
gained little by the treacherous deed. The story of Prithi-
Pal’s tragic death is the subject of a popular ballad.

Rughnuth-Pal, c. A.p. 1720.—Prithi-Pal was succeeded
by his son, Raghnath-Pal, who on two occasions repelled an
invagion by Mandi.

Sidh-Sen attempted to seize Karanpur, but was repulsed,
and on a second occasion he perretrated as far as Kotharlu
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Gulu, but was again driven back with the assistance of Kulu.
At a later time Shamsher-Sen of Mandi, son of Sidh-Sen,
geized Karanpur in the absence of Raghnath-Pal, who had
gone to appeal to the Mughal Viceroy of the Panjab.

Dalel-Pal, c. a.n. 1735.—Raghnath-Pal died in 1785, and
was succeeded by his son Dalel-Pal, who was also successfu]
in defending what remained of hig ancestral possessions. A
combined attack was made on Bangahal by Mandi, Kulu,
Kahlur, Nalagarh, Guler and Jaswan, which was repelled
with great loss. The Raja commemorated the victory by
erecting mounds of the heads of his foes. One of these is
said to exist in the pine forest in Bir and another on the bank
of the Pun river. Dalel-Singh died in 1749, and most of the
territory, including Bara and Chota-Bangahal, had by that
timo been taken by Kulu, and Mandi had extended her bound-
ary to her present border.

Man-Pal, ¢. A.p. 1749.—Man-Pal, the last ruling Chief,
succeeded only to the talugas of Lanodh, Paprola and Rajjer,
He died on his way to Delhi, where he was going with the
object of securing help from the Mughal emperor. In his
absence the Rajas of Kangra and Gruler seized all that was left
of the State—Lanodh and Paprola being attached to Kangra,
and the remaining property to Guler.!

Man-Pal’s widow, with her infant son, Nihal-Pal, sought
refuge with Raja Raj-Singh of Chamba, who allowed her a
small jagir. In 1785 Raja Sansar-Chand of Kangra married
a daughter of Raja Man-Pal and lent a force to Uchal-Psl,
gon of Man-Pal, to recover his patrimony from Mandi. In
this he was unsuccessful, and soon afterwards the Kulu ard
Mandi Rajas paid five lakhs of rupees to Sansar-Chand to
secure themselves in possession of Bangahal.

Uchal-Pal soon afterwards died leaving three sons and a
daughter under Sansar-Chand’s protection. The daughter
was married to the Raja of Siba. Ram-Pal, eldest son of
Uchal-Pal, died childless in 1843. His younger brother,
Bahadur-Pal, tried to recover the family patrimony but in
vain, and died in 1854, and the main line seems to be now
extinct.

The head of a collateral branch resides in Bir-Bangahal
in possession of a small estate.

1 A letter exists in the Chamba archives recording a compact between Mandi,
Kangra and Chamba to attack Makarsa (Kulu) and seize Bangahal (then Kulu terri-
tory) and divide it equally among them, dated lst Magh, Vik. 1834 (a.n. 1778).



CHAPTER XIII.
Bilaspur State.!

Bilaspur State is situated in the Lower Satluj Valley
in the outer hills, and is divided into two almost equal por-
tions by that river, named Warla and Parla. It is bounded
on the north by Kangra and Mandi, on the west by Hoshiar-
pur, on the south by Hindur (Nalagarh), and on the east
by Baghal and Suket. The Satluj enters the State from
Mangal at the village of Kasol, and, traversing it in a tor-
tuous course for 56 miles, leaves the territory at Naila and

enters Hoshiarpur District.

The superficial area of the State is 448 square miles, and
the population at the census of 1981 was 100,994. It is nearly
oblong in shape, and is verdant and fertile, abounding in low
hills, forests, grazing lands, rivulets and streams. Wells are
thus unnecessary for irrigation purposes. Agriculture is
the principal occupation of the people, who are -chiefly

Kanets.

Seven low hill ranges traverse the territory in various
directions, and are named *‘ the seven dhars.” These are—
dhar Naina-Devi, dhar Kot, dhar Tiuni, dhar Bandla, dhar
Jhinjiar, dhar Ratanpur, and dhar Bahadurpur. From this
circumstance the ruler of the State is called *“ The Lord of

seven dhars.”

The principal dhar is that of Naina-Devi, on which is
situated Kot-Kahlur, the ancient capital and place of resi-
dence of the Rajas for many centuries, and from which the
State received its original name. On the highest point is
situated the Naina-Devi temple at an altitude of 8,595 feet,
and a small town, also named Naina-Devi, stands on the
plain below. The fort of Kot-Kahlur is on the north-western
end of the range.

The highest peak in the State is on dhar-Bahadurpur,
at 6,164 feet, on which snow falls in winter.

The present capital is at Bilaspur, from which the
State takes its present name, having been transferred from
Kot-Kahlur at a comparatively recent date. It stands on

1Bilaspur is the chief principality in the Simla group of States, but is now associated
with the other Hill States entitled to a salute, and its history is thereforc included,
Half of the territory is to the west of the Satluj.
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a plain on the left bank of the Satluj and overlooking that
river. Traditionally the original name of the place was
Biasgufa, the word gufa meaning * a cave,” from the
tradition that Bias-deo 1s said to have performed religious
penance in the cave. From it the town was named Biaspur,
which became corrupted to Bilaspur. It is situated 87
miles north-west of Simla.

Mr. Vigne who passed through 1t in 1835 and again in
1839 thus describes its situation :—*Bilaspur stands about
2,000 feet above the level of the sea. The situation is very
picturesque : open, cultivated land, comparatively level,
extends on both sides of the river. The verdure is of the
richest description ; the mountains, bold and elevated, sur-
round the outskirts of the landscape and the noble river
gweeps round the angle of the bank on which the town is
built with a rapidity that would evince its eageress for
the notoriety it has so long deserved, and has hitherto
failed to obtain.”

The ruling family of Bilaspur is of the Chandarbansi
race, and is descended from the ancient Rajas of Chanden
in Bandelkhand. It is interesting to note that traditionally
the three Hill States of Kahlur (Bilaspur), Hindur (Nala-
garh) and Chanehni in Jammu, all claim the same origin.

The clan name of the ruling family is Kahlurea, from
the name of the original capital, in keeping with common
custom in the hills, in accordance with which the State
usually took its name from its capital.

The only authority for the history of the State seems
to be the Shashi Bansa Binod, compiled from ancient records
by Kavi Ganesh Singh, and published in 1892. It is in old
Hindi verse, and contains many interesting details in addi-
tion to the genealogical roll of the Rajas.

The Tawarikh-i-Rajputan Mulk-i-Panjab by Thakur
Kahn Singh, Balaurea, also contains a history of the State.

The Binod gives a detailed chronological record for each
reign from Vik. 754=A.p. 697 down almost to the present
time. It is certain, however, that the State was founded
at a somewhat later date than that claimed for it in the
Binod. We know that Suket and Keonthal, which were
founded by two brothers, are older than Bilaspur, and this
is admitted in the Binod. There are unfortunately few
chronological data available on which to form a definite
conclusion, but we know that Suket was founded not later
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than a.n. 770, and there have been 50 Rajas against 44 in
Bilaspur. Allowing twenty-two years to a reign we may con-
clude that the State was founded about A.p. 900. The Rajas
of Bilaspur, however, seem to have been a long-lived race,
and it is possible that an earlier date should be assigned
for the foundation of the State. The dates in the Rinod
seem approximately reliable after a.n. 1300.

In the Binod the following couplet occurs, referring to
the conquests of Bir-Chand, the founder of Bilaspur State :—

Pahla Baghal jite Kunhiar thakurar,
Beja, Dhami markar, Keonthal pai dar.

“Having conquered Baghal, the chiefships of Kunhiar,
Beja and Dhami, an advance was made against
Keonthal.”

From this 1t 18 evident that Suket and Keonthal must
be older than Bilaspur.

The other States mentioned belong to the Barah Thaku-
raian, now called Simla Hill States, one of which is
Keonthal ; originally twelve but now twenty in number,
owing to later foundations.

Previous to the foundation of the State, the territory
was under the rule of Ranas and Thakurs, as was the condi-
tion of things everywhere in the hills before the advent of
the Rajas. These diminutive States were at constant feud
among themselves, and thus fell an easy prey to supericr
force. It was in this manner that Bilaspur, and all the
larger Hill States of a later time, were founded.

Bir-Chand, ¢. a.n. 900 —The founder of Bilaspur State
was Raja Bir-Chand, a cadet of the Chandel Rajput family,
then ruling Chanderi in Bandelkhand. The ruler of the
State at that time was Harihar Chand who had five sons,
named Gobind-Chand, Bir-Chand, Gambir-Chand,! Kabir-
Chand and Sabir-Chand. Leaving his ancestral kingdom
in the possession of his eldest son, he travelled north, with
his other sons and an army, into the Panjab, being super-
naturally guided, as the Binod states, by the goddess of
flame at Jwalamukhi in Kangra. After reaching the hills
they conquered a place called Jhandbhari, now in Hoshiar-
pur, and having built a fort settled there for a time. They
then went on to Jwalamukhi to pay their devotions at the
ghrine. Nadaun being near, a visit was paid to the Raja

1 Gambir-Chand founded Chanehni State and Kabir-Chand a State in Kumaun.
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of Kangra, then resident there. When engaged in the game
of tent-pegging during the visit, the youngest of the
four brothers, named Sabir-Chand, was thrown from his
horse and killed. This was attributed to treachery on the
part of the Kangra Raja, and led to an encounter in which
he and Harihar-Chand were both killed. Bir-Chand then
assumed command of the force and retired to the Satlu)
Valley, where he conquered a territory from the local rulers
and settled on the left bank.

Being guided by some propitious signs to a site for his
capital he built a temple to Naina-Devi on one of the seven
dhars, now called dhar Naina-Devi. At the end of the hill
he erected a fort called Kot-Kahlur, and founded a town on
the plain, called Naina-Devi, as the capital of the new State.

The local petty Chiefs were then attacked and subject-
ed, and an advance was made against the Barah Thakuraian,
which were all overcome. These were :—Baghal, Kunhiar,
Beja, Dhami, Keonthal, Kothar, Jubbal, Baghat, Bajji
Mailog, Mangal and Balsan.

Tribute was imposed upon them, and they were also
under obligation to render feudal service when summoned,
and to attend for the presentation of their nazars at the
yearly Sairi or Autumn Jalsa in Asuj. The yearly tribute
amounted to Rs. 7,800, and, it is said, was paid down to
the beginning of British rule in 1815.

With the aid of the Ranas and Thakurs, Bir-Chand
invaded Sirmour and annexed a portion of that State and
fixed the boundary at Gorakhgarh.

He also took one pargana from Hindur, then. under
older rulers, and fixed his boundary at Manaswal in the Dun.
The Satluj was also crossed and a portion of territory annex-
ed on the right bank, called Dhar-kot.

Bir-Chand was followed by a number of Rajas of whom
we know only the names. The-e were, Udhran-Chand,
Jaskarn-Chand, Madanbrahm-Chand, Ahl-Chand, Kahil-
Chand, Slar-Chand, Men-Chand, Sen-Chand, Sulkhan-Chand,
Kahn-Chand.

The last of these, being the eleventh in descent from
Bir-Chand, conquered Hindur and gave it to his second
son, Sujit-Chand, from whom the ruling line of Hindur
or Nalagarh is descended.
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Kabhn-Chand was succeeded by Ajit-Chand, Gokai
Chand, Udai-Chand, Gen-Chand, Prithvi-Chand and Sangar-
Chand. The last had ten sons from whom are descended
the Darol, Jhandwal, Sangwal, Ghal, Nangli, Meghori
and Dohkli Mian families, still extant in the State.

Megh-Chand, c. a.p. 1300.—Megh-Chand, the eldest
son, succeeded to the gaddi. Being of a harsh and tyran-
nical disposition, the people bore with him for a time, and
then turned against him and forced him to leave the State.
He retired to Kulu along with some of his servants, and was
kindly received by the Raja. One of his kinsmen, called
Mal Darol, went to Delhi to lay a complaint before the
Sultan, and he sent an order to restore Megh-Chand, with a
force in support. The Raja was, therefore, recalled from
Kulu and resumed his position after some fighting. On his
return the zamindars of Deleg were the first to come forward
and present their nazars. In consequence of this they
enjoy, down to the present time, the special privilege of
presenting their nazars first at the Sairi Jalsa or Durbar,
before even the officials and all other subjects of the State.

For his fidelity Mian Mal Darol was appointed Wazir
and a jagir was granted to him.

Megh-Chand was followed by his son Dev-Chand, and
after him came Alvm-Chand and .4bhisand-Chand, the latter
of whom 1s said to have ruled in the reign of Sikandar Lodi.
It is related of him that being on one occasion on the plaing
near Anandpur, he happened to fall in with an Amir on his
way to Lahore, with a large cavalcade. The butchers in
the Amir’s army had seized some cattle, and were about
to slaughter them for food, when the Raja ordered his men
to kill the butchers and rescue the cattle. This was done, and
on hearing of it the Amir pursued the Raja’s force into the
hills, and laid siege to Kot-Kahlur. Being unable to cap-
ture it, a strong elephant was brought to burst open the
door, and the Raja severed its trunk with a stroke of his
sword and killed the Amir, named Tatar Khan, and defeat-
ed his army. His son, hearing of his father’s death, came
with an army pretending friendship, and was invited into
the fort. A return visit is always paid on such occasions,
and on the Raja and his youngest son, Sundar-Chand, going
to the camp to pay this visit they were persuaded to lay
aside their arms and were then treacherously killed. The
bodies were recovered after some fighting and cremated—the
rani8 becoming sats.
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Sampuran-Chand, ¢. o.p. 1380.—Sampuran-Chand suc-
ceeded, but had only a short reign. Strong ill-feeling existed
between him and his brother, Ratan-Chand, ending in a
quarrel in which the Raja was killed.

Ratan-Chand, c. A.p. 1400.—Ratan-Chand was installed
and had a long reign. He is said to have been invited to
Delhi by the Sultan, whose name is not mentioned, and
distinguished himself by killing a tiger at a hunt, for which
he received a khillat and other honours, in recognition of his
bravery. A sword with which he was presented is still
preserved.

He had two sons, Narandar-Chand and Mian Mithu,
and was succeeded by the former, but no details have come

down regarding his reign nor of those of Fath-Chand,
Pahar-Chand, Ram-Chand and Uttam-Chand.

Gyan-Chand, c. o.p. 1570.——Gyan-Chand who followed
18 said to have been a contemporary of Akbar, and we ma
assume that in his reign or about his time Bxlaspur, like a{
the other Hill States, became subject and tributary to the
Mughal Empire. No reference to the State occurs in any
of the Muhammadan histories of the time.

Gyan-Chand was of an overbearing nature and his
attitude towards the smaller States aroused strong feeling
against him. A complaint was made to the Viceroy at
Sirhind, who sent a force and had the Raja arrested and
brought into his presence. The Viceroy was so impressed
with his fine appearance that he persuaded him to embrace
Islam and gave his own daughter in marriage. Gyan-Chand
had three sons—DBik-Chand, Rama and Bhima,—and the two
younger also became Muhammadans, with a large number
of the people. The heir-apparent, Bik-Chand. remained
in the Hindu faith, and on his father’s return fled across the
Satluj, with his mother, to a place called Sunhani, where he
settled. Later, he went to Kangra where he was kindly
welcomed by Ra']a Triloka-Chand (a.p. 1600—12) and received
his daughter in marriage, and took up his residence in a
place assigned to him. The ran:, however, was of a very
forceful disposition, and not liking her husband she was at
no pains to conceal her feelings. This was keenly resented
by him, and through the Wazir of Kangra he had the follow-
ing question put to her father. “ If your shoe pinches
what should be done ?”” To this the Raja answered : *“ Cut
it and make it fit properly.” Bik-Chand took the hint
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and severely chastised the rani, then fearing the conse-
quences, he mounted a swift horse and fled to Kahlur., An
army was sent in pursuit, but failed to arrest him, and he
settled in his own home at Sunhani, and afterwards made
it up with the Raja of Kangra. Gyan-Chand died after a
long reign, and was succeeded by Bik-Chand.

Bik-Chand, ¢. aA.p. 1600.—On his accession, probably
about A.n. 1600, Bik-Chand went to Kot-Kahlur, perhaps for
his installation, leaving his two ranis, who were both encemnte,
at Sunhani. One of these was from Kangra and the other
from Baghal. A son was born to the Kangra rant, but she
delayed in passing on the news to the Raja, and the other
rans’s son, having been born almost at the same time, the
news of his birth arrived first. On learning this the Kangra
rant at once claimed priority for her son, which on full
inquiry, was acknowledged, and he was recognised as Tikka
or heir-apparent. His name was Sultan-Chand and that
of the other Kesab-Chand. Bik-Chand had a long reign,
and his sons grew up to manhood with strong feeling exist-
ing between them, owing probably to both claiming the gaddr.

Sullan-Chand, ¢. A.D. 1620.—Sultan-Chand was installed
as Raja on Bik-Chand’s demise ; but a few years
later the ill-feeling between the brothers came to a head
in a fierce encounter, in which both the young princes
were killed. Sultan-Chand left a son named Kalian-Chand
who succeeded.

Kalian-Chand, ¢. A.n. 1630.—Kalian-Chand was a
contemporary of Raja Shyam-Sen of Suket (a.n. 1620-50)
whose daughter was his chief rani. We may, therefore, assume
that he came into power about a.n. 1630. He built a fort
on the borders of Hindur which caused hostile feeling and
ultimately led to war between the two States. The Raja of
Hindur was killed, leaving an infant son. Being afraid of
harm to the State the rant took the bold step of throwing
herself on Kalian-Chand’s protection, being a near relative,
and entrusted the young prince to his care. Kalian-Chand
accepted the charge, installed the Raja and acted as his
guardian in the management of the State till he came of
age.

Towards the end of Kalian-Chand’s reign an unfortunate
event occurred wh ch brought disaster on himself and the
State. Bilaspur and Suket were not on friendly terms, and
the Suketi rant was jealous lor her father’s honour. While
she and the Raja were one day engaged in playing a game
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of chess, & hill bard was heard singing Kaliun-Chand's praises,
in the course of which he was called ‘* the lord of seven Jhars."”
On being told the names of these dhars the rant remarked
that one of them was her father’s. This 8o enraged the Raja
that he struck her on the head with the chess board and drew
blood. The rani then sent a letter to her father, written In
blood, to warn him of coming trouble. War broke out soon
afterwards, and, in u battle that was fought at Mahadeo,
Kalian-Chand’» horse was shot under him. On asking a
horse from a Sanghwal Mian, a kinsman of his own, his request
was refused, and he was overtaken and mortally wounded,
and died on the way to Bilaspur. The spot is still called
Kalian-Chand ki dwdrt. The Suketi ranit became safi. On
account of the disloyal action of their ancestor, no member
of the Sanghwal family, to this day, is permitted the use of a
horse from the State.

Tara-Chand, ¢. a.p. 1645.—Kalian-Chand had eight sons
of whom Tara-Chand was the oldest. Tara-Chand succeeded,
but was of a weak and timid disposition and paid little
attention to State affairs. As a result inroads were made
into the country, and much territorv was lost to ricighbouring
States. The tributary States also ceased to give attendance
and present their nazars. Taragarh fort in Hindur, now
demolished, was built by him.

Dip-Chand, ¢. A.D. 1650.—Dip-Chand succeeded about
A.p. 1650, and did much to restore the prestige of the State.
The residence of the ruling family had continued to be at
Sunhani, from the time of Bik-Chand. Dip-Chand conceived
a strong dislike to the place, and determined on making a
change. Accompanied by four faqirs, his advisers—two
Hindu and two Muhammadan—he, therefore, sought a new
gite for the capital, and finally fixed upon a place on the left
bank of the Satluj, traditionally called Biasgufa. There he
erected a palace, called Dholar, overlooking the nver, and
founded a town on the river bank, and called it Biaspur, now
Bilaspur. He then settled the people inthe town according
to their various castes and occupations in life. A temple, called
Deomati, had been built by a former Raja, and it became
the family temple, or Kulaj, of the Eilaspur ruling family
The date given in the Binod for this event is A.n. 1654.

The Raja had two ranis, Kunkam-Devi from Kulu and
Jalal-Devi from Mandi, of whom the former bore a daughter
and the latter two sons, named Bhim-Chand and Dhan-Chand

I
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Most of the territory lost in the previous reign was recovered,
and the small Ranas of the Thakuraian, who had broken
away from the State control, were reduced to subjection.

A difficulty arose regarding the use of the Jaidea, as
the Mians, or royal kinsmen, claimed 1t on an equality with the
Raja. Dip-Chand passed an order that in future the Jaidea
should be offered only to the Raja, and Jar to the Mians.
As a refusal 1o obey Involved the loss of their jagirs, all the
Mians agreed to comply. At the same time the salutation
of Ram-Ram was fixed for the Ranas.

Dip-Chand is said to have been sent on an expedition to
the north-west frontier with his contingent by Aurangzeb,
and so dist'nguished himself that on his return he received a
precent of five lakhs of rupees.

About a.p. 1656 the Sikhs, then rising into power, in-
vaded Bilaspur and reduced it to submission.

Soon afterwards the Raja went on a visit to Nadaun
where he was welcomed by the Raja of Kangra, with all
honour, but, at the dinner, poison was put into his dish, and,
though warned by one of hig servants, he ate of the food and
died.

Bhim-Chand, ¢. A.p. 1667.—Dip-Chand’s death was a
serious loss to the State, as his son was only a child. Manak-
Chand, brother of the late Raja, was appointed Wazir, but
proved tyrannical and imprisoned the old officials. On hear-
ing this, Jalal-Devi, the queen-mother, had him expelled from
the State and released the officials.

Manak-Chand went to the Raja of Kangra and tried to
persuade him to mvade Kahlur and annex the State. Hbe,
however, declined without the permission of the Mughal
Viceroy at Sirhind. They, therefore, both went to Sirhind,
and by misrepresentation induced the Viceroy to send an
army to invade Kahlur. Bhim-Chand, who was then 14 years
old, sent to Hindur and the Bawah Thakuraran for help and
repelled the invasion.

Bhim-Chand was then called upon for help by his relative,
the Raja of I{ulu, whose territory was invaded by Bashahr.
He advanced ay far as Nirmand, capturing several forts and
expelling the invaders, and restored the lost territory to
Kulu

At o later time i Bhun-Chand’s reign! there were other
ward with the Sikh« who were then beginning to find their

! Khozan-Singh, 1914,  History and Philosophy of the Sikh Religiou.
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way into the hills. Guru Gobind-Singh in his early years
restded much in the outer hills, bordering on the plains, and
rendered assistance to the Hill Chiefs in resisting the exactions
of the Mughal governors of Kangra fort. As they gained
power, however, they began to encroach on the Hill States,
causing apprehenslon among the Rajas, that they might be
expelled {rom their territories. In a.p. 1682 Guru Gobind-
Singh was in Bilaspur State, and trouble arose between him
and Bhim-Chand, in which the latter way defeated and lost
many men. This defeat rankled in the Raja’s mind, and in
1685 he leagued himself with Guler, Kangra and other States,
and again attacked the Sikhs, but again fared badly at their
hands.

In 1700 a dispute again occurred, and Raja Bhim-Chand
and Alam-Chand of Kangra attacked the Sikhs, only to be
completely routed. Not content even then, an attack was
made on Anandpur with a large army, but they failed to
take it and were dispersed. Yet after all these encounters
the Guru, in 1701, concluded peace with Bhim-Chand once

more, though he had been the leader of the confederacy
against the Sikhs.

The Chronicle then records an incident in the family
which had sad consequences. Dip-Chand left two widow
rants—of whorn Jalal-Devi was Bhim-Chand's mother, and
Kunkam-Devi had one daughter. Some of the officials,
for some reason, sought to stir up bad feeling between them,
and fabricated a report that Jalal-Devi wanted to arrange
the marriage of Kunkam Devi’s daughter to her brother—
the Raja of Mandi,—and that Bhim-Chand had expressed
his approval. Kunkam-Devi was opposed to the marriage,
and, not knowing that it was a false statement, she sot fire
to her house and she and her daughter perished in the flames.
Both the Raja and Jalal-Devi were much distressed by this
occurrence, and to expiate the sin a temple was built, contain-
ing the likeness of the deceased rant, and a sadabrat! appoint-
ed, which is still maintained down to the present day.

Bhim-Chand died about A.n. 1712, and was succeeded
by his son, Ajmer-Chand.

Ajmer-Chand, c. A.n. 1712 —Ajmer-Chand had a peaceful
reign of long duration. He was of a religious temperament
and frequented the temples, engaging much in puja. One
day while thus engaged, he dropped the image on the

1 Sadgorat, meaning alms, 7.e., * frce grant of food," pronounced sadabral.
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ground by accident, and in expiation for this act, and dread
of the consequences, he subjected himself to corporal punish-
ment and a fine of Rs. 50,000, which was given to the poor.

He married in Garhwal, Sirmour and the Thakuraian,
and had seven sons, of whom the eldest was Devi-Chand.
He built a fort called Ajmergarh on the borders of Hindur,
and died in A.p. 1741.

Devi-Chand, c. A.p. 1741.—Soon after his accession a
revolt took place in Hindur, and Raja Man-Chand and bis
son were both killed. The people then approached Devi-
Chand and invited him to take over the State. This, however,
he declined to do, and installed Gaje-Singh Hindurea, a mem-
ber of the Hindur ruling family, as Raja, and from him are
descended the present Rajas of Nalagarh.

At a later date Abhai-Chand of Jaswan invaded Kangra,
and Devi-Chand went to the help of Raja Ghamand-Chand.
This must have been later than 1751. At a still later time
Abhai-Chand of Jaswan was expelled by his brother, Jagrup
Chand, and Devi-Chand restored him to his State.

He also recovered the State territory that had been
annexed by the Mughals, and when the Nawab of Jalandhar,
Adina Beg Khan, showed displeasure, the Raja sent his Wazir
to arrange the matter, in which he was successful.

~ During Devi-Chand’s reign the State prospered so much
that the chungi! dues in the town amounted to Rs. 20,000,
and many people from the plains came and settled in the
State.

In a.p. 1762 the Satluj was blocked in Bajji State for
forty-two days by a large landslide, and a great part of Bashahr
was flooded. To save his State from the flood on the bursting
of the dam, the Raja posted men,—each with a gun—a kos
apart, from Bajji to Rupar, with orders to fire all along the
line when the dam burst in order to give warning, and no
damage was done to life or property within the State.

Devi-Chand built the fort of Dhawaikot, and gave the
Ramgarh fort to Bijai-Singh of Hindur.

In his rveign a Bhat Brahman, named Jangar, came from
Benares, with whom the Raja became friendly and granted
him a village, still in the possession of the family.

Mahan-Chand, A.p 1778.—Devi-Chand was married
to a Katoch princess, and late in life had a son, named Mahan-
Chand, born in A.p. 1772, who wag six years old at the time

1 Chungi=octroi.
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of his father’s death. Muhan-Chand being a minor the
administration remained in the hands of Ramu of the Darol
family and other officers, in association with the rani.

The last of the Mughal Kiladars still held the Kangra
Fort, and in 1781 it was beseiged by the Sikhs under Jai-Singh
Kanheya, along with Raja Sansar-Chand of Kangra. Bai
Ali Khan had appealed to the rani of Bilaspur for help which
was readily given, owing probably to encroachments on the
State by the Kangra Chief. In March 1783 Forster, the travel-
ler, passed through Bilaspur, in the disguise of a Muhammadan
merchant, on his way from Nahan to Jammmu and Kashmir.
He tells us little of Bilaspur itself, but his reference to the
siege, and the part the rani was playing, is of much interest.
He states that the Bilaspur camp, through which he passed,
consisted of *‘ about 800 horses and 8,000 footmen, armed
with matchlocks, swords, spears and clubs, huddled together
on two sides of a hill in a deep state of confusion and filth.”
Of the rani’s part in the war he thus writes :—* Unable
himself (Kiladar of Kangra Fort) to repel the enemy, the
Mahometan solicited the aid of the Bilaspur rani, who, with
the spirit of a heroine, afforded speedy and vigorous succour
to her neighbour, whose cause she had already revenged by
plundering and destroying al